Community Big Kids

Lesson Plan
February 22nd, 2026

This Month’s Truth: I Am Loved–God’s Love Is Faithful
Bible Story: God was faithful to His people (Deuteronomy 29–32)
Theme Verse: Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—but the greatest of these is love. (1 Corinthians 13:13)

Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be expectant and equipped before the kids start arriving. Go over the lesson and any ideas for the day! Pray over your space and for the kids that will be coming that they will be connected to the person of Jesus!
 
Share: Today’s Bible story demonstrates God’s faithful love and challenges us to faithfully love and follow Him in return. Even when God’s people disobeyed Him, He continued to love and forgive them. (Read Deuteronomy 30:19-20.) Kids can know today that God loves us because of who He is, not because of what we do. However, His love motivates us to faithfully follow Him with our lives. 
Pray: Thank God for your team and ask God to help them faithfully love and follow Him and for that love to be evident as they serve.

Pre Service

Arrival time, please use this time to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

Service

What To Do:
· Teacher Start 5-minute countdown 5 minutes prior to service start time. The Countdown Video is meant to be played as a signal to transition to Large Group. The video is fun and interactive with opportunities for the kids to respond and cheer. Help kids engage and interact with the video by calling out what's happening, asking for their guesses, and cheering with them.

Teacher Opener: Hi, friends! My name is ____, and I cannot wait to be a part of all the activities today with you! Are you ready? Say, “I am ready!” (I am ready!) Excellent! I am excited for all the fun we are going to have today! Today, we get to learn about God’s love for us! His love is the greatest love we could ever receive! Say, “The greatest!” (The greatest!)

At the Circus I Could Find. . .

Game Rules:
1. Explain that the kids will try to guess what the fuzzy image is on the screen.
2. Play the video of the slides.
3. Assist the kids as they act out their guesses of the images.

What You Say: We are going to play a game called “At the Circus I Could Find …!” Are you ready to play? Everyone, say, “Oh yeah!” (Oh yeah!) Great! Me too! On the screen, there will be a circus-related picture that will pop up, but it will be fuzzy. Everyone, say, “Fuzzy!” (Fuzzy!) We have to figure out what it is. We have 10 seconds to guess, and when you think you know the answer, show it by pretending to act out whatever is in the image! Everyone, say, “Act it out!” (Act it out!) We need to all guess what the image may be. When the 10 seconds are up, we will see what the image is! Are you ready? Everyone, stand up and let’s get started in 3-2-1!

Leader Tip: Add any helpful hints to what it may be without giving away the answer.

(Keep the energy high by acting out guesses along with the kids and calling out the answers when they are revealed.)

What You Say: You all did such a great job guessing what people and animals we could find at the circus! Everyone, give yourselves a round of applause and sit back down. (Clap your hands in a circle.) All these people and animals in the circus can do some amazing tricks! In our lives, we are loved by God, but we do not have to do tricks or amazing things to be loved by God. God loves us because He made us. God’s love is the greatest! Everyone, say, “The greatest!” (The greatest!)

Transition Script to go into the Intro Video: If you have a mystery, you want someone who can help you solve it! Today, we get to watch the one and only Detective Cooper find clues, cases, and solve a mystery! Get our video started by saying, “Solve it, Detective Cooper!” (Solve it, Detective Cooper!)

Play Intro Video

What You Say: Cooper and Hannah’s mom really came through when she kept her promise. It means a lot when someone keeps a promise because it shows they are faithful, and we can count on and trust that person. Someone who is always faithful is God! Who is always faithful? (God!) That is right! God always keeps His promises, including the promise to love and be with us. Say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!) We can know that God loves us, and nothing will ever stop His love!

Worship

What You Say: I’m so excited to worship with you this morning! Let’s all come together and worship!

What To Do:
· Turn lights off 
· 2-3 songs of worship
· Teachers and Small Group Leaders worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 
· Dismiss the kids back to their seats when the songs are over

What To Do:
· Have the kids open up a physical Bible and find the Bible story for that day. 
· Use the Bibles provided in the classroom if a kid does not have their own Bible with them. 

Transition Script to go into the Bible Story Video: (Open the Bible to Deuteronomy 29–32.) Today, we get to learn about a story in the Bible! Say, “The Bible!” (The Bible!) Yes! The Bible is God’s true message to us about Himself. We will be learning from the book of Deuteronomy (doo tuh RAHN uh mih) What is it called? (Deuteronomy!) This book is in the Old Testament, which is the first part of the Bible. We will learn about a man named Moses! Everyone, say, “Moses!” (Moses!) Moses reminded people about God’s faithful love that is trustworthy, so they can always count on His love. Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!)

Play Bible Story Video

Questions to consider asking after the video: 
· What is something that you learned about God from the video?
· What is something that you learned about people?
· What can you take away from the video?
· How can you apply the lesson from today into your life?

Making The Connection Script: When you retell a story, you are usually telling it to teach a lesson to others or to remind them of something that is true. In our Bible story, we learned about how God worked through Moses to remind His people, the Israelites, of God’s faithfulness that He displayed during the 40 years they spent wandering in the wilderness.

God promised to be faithful to His people going into the Promised Land—the land of Canaan which God promised to Abraham and his descendants. 

God told Moses that some of His people would turn to other gods, so Moses wrote a song to remind God’s people that they should continue to trust and follow God. God’s love has always been and will always be faithful, which means that God’s love is trustworthy, and we can count on it. Even when we do not faithfully love and follow God, He faithfully loves us. Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!)

Use the Three Circle Graphics on the Playlist

(Circle 1) In the beginning of time, God showed His faithful love by creating the world, and He made each detail perfectly. He created people to trust and enjoy His faithful love forever.

(Circle 2) Unfortunately, the first people God created turned away from God and His love by disobeying Him. They sinned. Sin is when we choose to do what we think is best rather than follow what God says is best. We all sin, and sin breaks our relationship with God. Because of sin, we all have times when we turn away from God and follow after other things besides Him. We struggle to trust God and can even doubt His love and goodness. Our sin deserves to be punished, so we need Someone to rescue us. In our Bible story today, we learned about God’s people, the Israelites, turned away from Him time and time again. God told Moses to write down a song warning people of the consequences of turning away from Him and the benefits of turning toward Him.

(Circle 3) Even though God warned that He would hide His face from His people, He still showed His faithful love to them by renewing His promise to always love them. Even though God’s people were not always faithful to Him, God was always faithful to them. We are not always faithful to God. However, God has shown us His faithful love in the greatest way possible by sending His Son, Jesus. Jesus lived a perfect life here on earth, died on the cross, and then rose to life again to pay the price for sin, which is death. He is our rescue from sin! When we believe that Jesus really is who He says He is and did what He said He would do, we will be forgiven and have a right relationship with God. God’s love is always faithful. This means we can trust and count on His love, no matter what. Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!)

If you have questions about trusting and following Jesus, please talk with me or your Small Group Leaders. We would love to answer your questions about what it means to believe in Jesus. God’s love is always faithful and never changes. We can always rely on and trust in His love. God sent His Son, Jesus, to die and rise again so that people can be forgiven from their sin and experience the fullness of His faithful love! Because of God’s faithful love, anyone can trust in Jesus and follow Him, including you! Everyone, say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!) Say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!)

Offering

What To Do:
· Play video explaining offering to kids 
· Play offering time video while kids pass the bucket 
· Ask a student(s) to come up and pray over the offering 

Theme Verse Review: 

Choose between the Video-Led Theme Verse option or the Host-Led Theme Verse option. 
Theme Verse Motions: These three remain: (Hold three fingers up.)
faith, hope, and love— (Stack your hands on top of each other.)
but the greatest of these is love. (Hold both hands up in the air and bring them to your heart.)
1 Corinthians 13:13 (Hold your hands out like a book.)

Option #1: Put the memory verse slide on the screen. 

What You Say: Our Theme verse is about God’s great love for each of us. You are loved! Everyone, say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!) Now say, “God’s love is the greatest!” (God’s love is the greatest!) Stand up, and we will learn our Theme verse together!

Repeat after me: (Use the motions above.)
Now these three remain: (Now these three remain:)
faith, hope, and love— (faith, hope, and love—)
but the greatest of these is love. (but the greatest of these is love.)
1 Corinthians 13:13 (1 Corinthians 13:13)

Amazing job, friends! You all did a great job! Let’s repeat the verse again, but while we say it, let’s pretend to juggle like a circus performer.

(Pretend to juggle.) Now these three remain: (Now these three remain:)
faith, hope, and love— (faith, hope, and love—)
but the greatest of these is love. (but the greatest of these is love.)
1 Corinthians 13:13 (1 Corinthians 13:13)

God shows us in our Theme verse that faith, hope, and love all matter, but the greatest is love. Faith means we trust and believe in God. Hope means we trust and believe something good will happen. We can have faith and hope that God’s love is the greatest, and His love is always faithful! His love will remain forever! Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!) Say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!)

Option #2: Play Memory verse video

What You Say: Our Theme verse is about God’s great love for each of us. You are loved! Everyone, say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!) Now say, “God’s love is the greatest!” (God’s love is the greatest!) Let’s learn our Theme verse together!

Play Memory Verse Video

What You Say: God shows us in our Theme verse that faith, hope, and love all matter, but the greatest is love. Faith means we trust and believe in God. Hope means we trust and believe something good will happen. We can have faith and hope that God’s love is the greatest, and His love is always faithful! His love will remain forever! Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!) Say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!)

Large Group Closing:  

What You Say: Today we learned that God’s love is faithful! Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!) This means that His love is always here, and we can count on it, no matter what. God loved the people of Israel so much, and He showed them His faithful love. God has shown us His faithful love too by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross and come back to life. By trusting and following Jesus, we can be forgiven and have a restored relationship with God. His love is always faithful! Say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!) Let’s pray and thank God for His faithful love in 3-2-1.

Closing Prayer: God, thank You for Your love that is so faithful. Thank You for showing Your faithful love to the people of Israel and to us as well. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to pay for sin, so that anyone who believes in Him can be forgiven and experience the fullness of Your faithful love. We love You. Amen.

Transition to Small Group Time: Split the kids into small groups. This can be done either by age, grade, or gender. 

Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Connection Questions

What To Do: Let’s talk about God’s great love for us!

1. What are things people say or do that show they love someone? (Allow kids to answer and share your own answer.)
2. We use many popular words and phrases to show we really like or “love” something. Over the years, lots of words and phrases have been used to describe things people love, and some might even sound funny to us now, like bee’s knees, cool cat, hip, groovy, bodacious, all that and a bag of chips, on fleek, and sigma. Some of those words are funny to us now, but they were actually used a lot by people at one point in time. However, there are also words that do not change in their meaning, such as the words joy, peace, and love. Just like these words are faithful to their meaning, God’s love is always faithful. What are common words nowadays that we can use to tell others about God? (Allow kids to answer and share your own answer.)
3. The Bible tells us that God’s love is faithful, and that we are all loved by Him. Let’s open our Bibles to Deuteronomy 30:19-20 and read about it together. (Invite kids to open their Bibles. Read the passage aloud or invite a kid who volunteers to read the passage aloud. Be sure to have Bibles available for kids who need one. Help kids find the passage so everyone can follow along together.) God’s love is always faithful. He gave the Israelites a choice. They could either follow God or not, and He reminds them that He is their life. We have a choice to follow God with our lives too! We can pray to God, read about Him in the Bible, and tell others about Him. What does it mean to follow someone? What are some ways we can follow God? (Allow kids to answer and share your own answer.)
4. God’s love and faithfulness to His children never ends, even when we are not always faithful to Him. God always keeps His promises, and He has been faithful to show us His love forever through Jesus. We can believe that Jesus is who He says He is and really did what He said He would do through His life, death on the cross, and resurrection—when Jesus came back to life to defeat sin and death. How can we respond to God’s faithful love shown to us through Jesus? (Allow kids to answer and share your own answer.)
5. The Bible tells us that God loves us, and that His love is faithful. God’s faithful love truly is the greatest love we could ever receive. What is something you learned today? Is there anything you have questions about? (Allow kids to answer and share your own answer.)

Option #2: Theme Verse Bookmark

What To Do: We’re going to decorate a bookmark today for us to take home and help us remember our Theme Verse from this month. Let’s open our Bibles to 1 Corinthians 13:13. Our Theme Verse for the month is “Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13). We’re going to take colored pencils, crayons, markers, and stickers to decorate our Theme Verse bookmark. You can use these bookmarks in your Bible or a book you’re reading so you can remember our Theme Verse.

Loud And Clear: Your bookmarks look amazing! Today we learned about how God showed His faithful love to the Israelites, and how He shows His faithful love to us through Jesus! The cross reminds us that Jesus died and rose again to pay the price for our sins! Everyone, say, “God’s love is faithful!” (God’s love is faithful!) Everyone, say, “I am loved!” (I am loved!) Great job!

Option #3: Activity Page

What To Do: This activity page helps us remember some big things we have learned about today. As you color and work on activities, talk to a friend about some of your favorite parts of our time together.

Leader Tip: Use this time to get to know the kids better. Ask them what they remember about the Bible story or share that God reminded the people of Israel that His love is faithful, even when they were not. God showed the greatest love we could ever receive by sending Jesus, and He loves everyone, including each one of us.

Loud And Clear: As you work on your activity page, remember that each of you are loved by God. We learned today that God’s love has always been faithful. He has shown us His faithful love by sending His Son, Jesus, to come to earth to live a perfect life, die on the cross, and then rise again from the grave so that we can be rescued from our sin!

Close out in prayer: 

What To Do:
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.

What You Say: God, thank You that Your love is always faithful and never changes. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life here on earth, die on the cross, and then rise again so that we can experience Your faithful love forever. Thank You for Your faithfulness, even though we do not deserve it. You love us so much, and we are so grateful that You are faithful to love us and fulfill Your promises. We love You. Amen.

Dismissal:

Leader Tip: Work with your team to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.

