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Prek
Lesson Plan
                                   
February 15, 2026

God Loves Me—God’s Love Is Patient
Bible Story: While We Wait (2 Peter 3:1-18)
Theme Verse: “These three remain: faith, hope, and love—but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)
Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 

Read: 2 Peter 3:8-9 

Share: As we share the amazing love of God with preschoolers, today’s Bible story from 2 Peter shows how God’s love is patient. While we may want Jesus to return ASAP, we can see in this story that every day we wait for His return is a reminder that God is patiently giving people more time to come to know and follow Him. (Read 2 Peter 3:8-9.) Let’s help preschoolers learn that while we wait, we can share God’s love and the truth about Jesus with others. 

Pray: Pray for the families in your ministry— that those who do follow Jesus would share Him with others and those who do not yet know Him would trust and follow Him.
Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 

Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Options for Pre-Service- Pre-Service Coloring Sheet or extra crafts provided, and allow kids to have playtime.

Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg][bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]Clean-up time: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 
Service
Teacher Opener: Hello, friends! I am so excited to be at church with you today. My name is ____. Let’s get started by giving a friend close to us a fist bump. (Encourage preschoolers to gently fist bump a friend.) Great job, everyone! Now let’s give them a high five. Ready? (Encourage preschoolers to gently give a high five to a friend.) G-O-O-D! Did you hear that? I spelled the word good! Today we are learning to spell another word. It is L-O-V-E. L-O-V-E spells love! Let’s all say, “Love,” together. Ready? “Love!” Yeah! Today we are learning that God loves you and God loves me. God loves each one of us!

Worship song #1: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 

Bible Story Video

What to do
· Play the Bible Story use the script below after video to help make the connection for the kids. 

Making the connection script:  Today we learned that God’s love is patient. Let’s take a moment to pray. When we pray, we talk and listen to God. Let’s close our eyes so we can focus on talking to God and not get distracted by other things. Ready? Let’s pray in 3-2-1.

God, thank You for the way You love us. Thank You that Your love is patient. Help us remember You want everyone to know You, so we wait for You to return. Help us love others the way You love us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Let's all stand and sing one last song to God together today! 

Worship song #2: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 



Memory Verse Video: 

Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!
Leader Tip: Choose between the Host-Led or the Video-Led option. Watch the Theme Verse Video to learn the motions. Use the Big Deal motions provided.
Theme Verse Motions:
These three remain: (Hold up three fingers.)
faith, hope, and love— (Stack your hands on top of each other.)
but the greatest of these is love. (Raise both hands and cross your arms over your chest.)
1 Corinthians 13:13 (Hold your hands out like a book.)

Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Preschoolers will dot paint a sign using cotton swabs.

Big Goal: Remember the Main Idea: God’s love is patient.

Leader Prep: Print “One Dot At A Time” printables on cardstock, one per child. Put small amounts of paint on the plates. Make a sample craft.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, print “One Dot At A Time” printables on cardstock, one per child. Put small amounts of paint on the plates. Make a sample craft.
2. Show preschoolers how to dip the end of their cotton swabs into the paint and then use the cotton swabs to “dot” the hearts on their papers.
3. Encourage preschoolers to “dot” each circle on their papers.
What To Do: We have been learning that God loves each of us. When I think about love, I think about a certain shape. Do you know what that shape is? (Allow responses.) Yes! I think about hearts. Hearts are a fun shape. Today we are going to decorate hearts in a special way. (Show the printable and read the printed words.) We are going to use these cotton swabs and paint to “dot” the hearts. Now, think about the end of a cotton swab. Is it small or big? (Allow responses.) You are right! It is small. While we are “dotting” the hearts, we are going to need to be patient, just like God is patient. Let’s get started.




Loud And Clear:  Look at all your pictures! You did a great job covering your hearts with dots. It took a long time to make enough dots to cover each heart. You were patient when you were taking the time to fill in all the hearts. In our Bible story, we learned that God’s love is patient. That means God is willing to wait for everyone to know Him before Jesus comes back. God loves us so much. Let’s tell all our friends about God’s love this week.

Extra Activity: Preschoolers will stand up and jump if a characteristic describes them and remain seated if it does not.

Big Goal: Find something in common.

What To Do: Coming to church to be with our friends is so fun! Let’s get in a circle so we can learn more about our friends. Each friend in our group is special, and sometimes we have things in common with friends in our group. To have something in common means that we have something that is the same as a friend. Raise your hand if you have a dog at home. (Allow responses.) Good! If you raised your hand, then you have something in common with the other friends who have dogs at home. Here is what we are going to do. I am going to say a sentence, and if the sentence is true about you, then you are going to stand up and jump. If it is not true about you, you will stay seated. Let’s practice. Stand up and jump if you are wearing green. (Allow responses.) Look at all our friends in green. Now, everyone can sit down. Let’s try a few more:

Stand up and jump if you are wearing red shoes.
Stand up and jump if you like orange juice.
Stand up and jump if you like the color blue.
Stand up and jump if you are wearing jeans.
Stand up and jump if you have a cat at home.
Stand up and jump if you like to play on the playground.

Loud And Clear: Look at all the things we have in common with the friends in our group. Some of us had to wait to stand up and jump, and others got to stand up right away. That is OK! We had so much fun together. I am so glad you are here today.

Close out in prayer: 
WHAT TO DO
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.

WHAT YOU SAY:  God, thank You for the way You love us. Thank You that Your love is patient. Help us remember You want everyone to know You, so we wait for You to return. Help us love others the way You love us. In Jesus’ name, amen.


End of service Activity:
Have all kids come back together and have a seat and lead kids in the discussion cards provided.  This is a time for side-by-side learning, where all kids have the opportunity to connect and participate.


Closing: Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
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