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Prek
Lesson Plan
                                   
December 28, 2025

God Is Always with Me— God Gives Me Hope
Bible Story: Jesus Was Dedicated (Luke 2:21-40)
Theme Verse: “A child will be born for us, a son will be given to us.” (Isaiah 9:6a)
Teachers rally with your team a few minutes before kids start to arrive: Rally is a pre-service time for you to be equipped and encouraged in your ministry. 

Read: Luke 2:30-32 

Share: We are teaching preschoolers that hope means “waiting with excitement for what comes next.” When Mary and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple, Simeon and Anna rejoiced. They had hope they would see God’s promised Savior before they died—and they did! (Read Luke 2:30-32.) When we trust and follow Jesus, we have hope that we will love and get to live with Him now and forever. 

Pray: Pray for the families in your ministry to be encouraged and strengthened by the hope of God.
Pre-Service: Teachers Choose Playlister and start the preservice slide with music 

Co-Teacher/Volunteers: Arrival time, please use either one of these options as kids arrive for the morning to build relationships with kids and encourage them to build relationships with one another. 

[bookmark: _aguguzg1di2c]Options for Pre-Service- Pre-Service Coloring Sheet or extra crafts provided, and allow kids to have playtime.

Leader Tip: Announce a 2-to-3-minute signal before asking them to clean up their toys. Giving your group a mental head start will begin to cue their minds for what is next.
[bookmark: _ebq8n1qetakg]
Clean-up time:
[bookmark: _37zdrgg4dmir]What to do: Teacher play clean- up song, encouraging all kids to help get things put away and ready for service. 
Service
Teacher Opener:  Welcome, friends! My name is ____, and I am so glad to see you! It is time to get up and get moving as we get ready for our time together. Let’s stand up. Now let’s stomp our feet. Ready? Let’s go! (Stomp your feet.) Good job! Now let’s jump up and down three times. Ready? 3-2-1 Go! (Jump up and down three times.) Great! Now let’s say, “Best gift ever!” together. Ready? 3-2-1 Go! “Best gift ever!” Way to go!

Worship song #1: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 

Bible Story Video

What to do
· Play the Bible Story use the script below after video to help make the connection for the kids. 

Making the connection script: In our Bible story today we learned that God promised to send Someone special to rescue His people. That person was His Son, Jesus. A man named Simeon and a woman named Anna waited and hoped for Jesus to arrive for a long time—and He did! We can have hope because God sent Jesus. Remember, hope means waiting with excitement for what comes next. Anna and Simeon waited for Jesus, and God kept His promise to them. God gives us hope because He always keeps His promises.

Prayer is talking and listening to God. Let’s pray and thank Him for giving us hope.

God, thank You for giving us hope. Jesus is the best gift ever! Amen.

Let's all stand and sing one last song to God together today! 

Worship song #2: Teachers, Co-Teachers, and volunteers worship with the kids, modeling what it looks like to give God our praise. Stand in the front of the room, or next to the kids- but not in the back. 

Memory Verse Video: 

Let's stand up together and learn our Theme Verse!
Leader Tip: Choose between the Host-Led or the Video-Led option. Watch the Theme Verse Video to learn the motions. Use the Big Deal motions provided.

Theme Verse Motions:
A child will be born for us, (Cross your arms like you are holding a baby.)
a son will be given to us. (Spread your arms in front of you with palms up.)
Isaiah 9:6a (Hold hands out like a book.)

Small Group Time: 

Option #1: Kids will create a wristband using chenille stems and beads to remind them of the hope of Jesus.

Big Goal: Remember the Main Idea, “God Gives Me Hope.”

Leader Prep: Pull out letter beads that spell hope for kids to use. If letter beads are unavailable, print the “Hope Band” printable on cardstock and cut it out for each preschooler.

Craft Instructions:
1. Before the session, pull out letter beads that spell hope for kids to use. If letter beads are unavailable, print the “Hope Band” printable on cardstock and cut it out for each kid.
2. Invite kids to thread beads onto their chenille stem wristbands. Remind them to hold one end so the beads will not fall off.
3. Guide kids to spell hope in letter beads on each wristband. If letter beads are not available, guide kids to slide the “Hope Band” rectangle onto their chenille stem wristbands.
4. Twist the ends to make wristbands for kids to wear.
What To Do: Today we are going to make hope wristbands that can help us remember our Main Idea, “God Gives Me Hope.” What are we making? (Hope wristbands!) Each of you will get a chenille stem to put beads on. Be sure to hold the bottom of the chenille stem so your beads do not fall off. You will also thread beads with the letters H-O-P-E onto your wristbands to spell the word hope. Then you can add more colored beads to your chenille stems. After we finish, I will help you wrap your wristband around your wrist and twist the ends to hold it on.

Loud And Clear: Great work, friends! It is so exciting to see all the fun ways we can be reminded that God gives us hope. Each time you notice your wristband on your wrist you can say, “God gives me hope.” Let’s try it together. “God gives me hope.” Good job! Hope means waiting with excitement for what comes next. God gives us hope. We can have hope because we know God is always with us. We can share that same hope as we show others our wristbands.


Option 2: Kids will hop from one side of the room to the other, being reminded of hope as they hop.

Big Goal: Remember the Main Idea, “God Gives Me Hope.”

Leader Prep: Make four lines on the floor with painter’s tape going across the room evenly.

What To Do: Let’s play a game called “Hope Hop.” What is it called? (Hope Hop!) Great! Take a look at the lines on the floor. Do you see how they go across the room? (Allow responses.) For this game, we will hop from one side of the area to the other. When we hop over a taped line on the floor, we will all freeze and say, “God gives me hope,” together. Then we will all start hopping again.

Loud And Clear: Great work, team! You all are really good at hopping. It was so much fun saying, “God gives me hope,” as we hopped our way from one side of the room to the other. Hope means waiting with excitement for what comes next. God gives us hope. We can have hope because we know that God is always with us.


Close out in prayer: 
WHAT TO DO
· Ask for any specific prayer requests
· Pray with the group
· Lead the group in the prayer below.

WHAT YOU SAY:  God, thank You for giving us hope. Jesus is the best gift ever! Amen.







End of service Activity:
Have all kids come back together and have a seat and lead kids in the discussion cards provided.  This is a time for side-by-side learning, where all kids have the opportunity to connect and participate.


Closing: Leader Tip: Work with your Teacher to dismiss the kids in a fun, manageable, and safe way. As kids leave, make sure they have all of the crafts and papers. Share with the person picking them up something positive you observed today. Invite them back next week.
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