SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.

PRELUDE Aria
Harold Heeremans (1900-1997)

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins
TCALL TO WORSHIP

One: Look around, everyone!

All: God is in this place.

One: This is God’s house,

All: and God is here among us!

One: This is the house of God.

All: The gate of heaven is here!

One: So get ready! Open your eyes!

All: God wants to meet us here!

TCHORAL INTROIT

TtHYMN Praise The Lord! God’s Glories Show

33 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

God of Heaven and Earth,

Jacob lied, cheated, and stole what was not his, yet you chose him to be a blessing to the world. We,
too, do things we are not proud of to secure our advantages, yet you call us to repentance and send us
to do justice. We trust in your forgiveness so we can do better. You have richly blessed us in spite of

ourselves. Let us, in turn, be a blessing to the world. Amen.
*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

FIRST LESSON Genesis 27:14, 15-23
New International Version
Lynn Hawxhurst

When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, he called for Esau his older son and
said to him, “My son.” “Here I am,” he answered.

[saac said, “I am now an old man and don’t know the day of my death. Now then, get your equipment—your
quiver and bow—and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me. Prepare me the kind of tasty
food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die.”

Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her
younger son Jacob. She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. Then she

handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made.
He went to his father and said, “My father.” “Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?”

Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my
game, so that you may give me your blessing.” Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?” “The
Lord your God gave me success,” he replied. Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so I can touch you, my son, to
know whether you really are my son Esau or not.”

Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are

the hands of Esau.” He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he
proceeded to bless him.

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



ANTHEM Jacob’s Ladder
Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
The Chancel Choir

SECOND LESSON Genesis 28:10-17
New International Version

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream
in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your
father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your
descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and
to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch
over you wherever you go, and [ will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have
promised you.”

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He was
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”

MESSAGE It Can Happen Anywhere
Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

THYMN Come Sing, O Church, In Joy!
305 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.

Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING Steve Weigner
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Christ Is Our Cornerstone
Noel Rawsthorne (1929-2019)
The Chancel Choir

tPlease rise in body or in spirit



TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN Called As Partners In Christ’s Service
761 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE

TPOSTLUDE Festive Trumpet Tune

David German (b. 1954)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Auditorium where you can greet one
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for September are
members of the Buildings and Grounds Committee.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Did you know that maintaining a healthy blood pressure is one key to preventing a
stroke! Others include a healthy diet, regular exercise, and refraining from smoking.
Learn more at heart.org or stroke.org.
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, RN is available for blood pressure screenings and
health consultations following today’s worship service, in her office to the right of the

Auditorium stage. During the week, she is available by appointment. Email
susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821.

FINAL SESSION TODAY! - TALK-BACK SESSION ON STRATEGIC VISION PLAN

Join us in the Lounge after worship TODAY Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 a.m. for interactive

Talk-Back Sessions as we listen, dream, and gather feedback on our Strategic Vision Plan. This is your chance to
bring your voice, your hopes, and your ideas into the next chapter of First Church. Whether you're curious,
inspired, or simply want to learn more, your presence matters.


mailto:susana@fccog.org
mailto:susana@fccog.org

FIRST CHURCH, YOUR CHURCH

This past week we out a brief member survey with opportunities to

connect, serve, and grow—both in faith and in friendship. From music

to caring ministries, teaching children to welcoming newcomers,

community outreach and more, there’s a place here for everyone to

belong.
The survey was thoughtfully created by a Member Survey Task Force - Linnea Stenberg, Meg Dempsey, Laura
Erickson, Jenny Gartner, Meaghan Gruppo, and Pat Larrabee - to help everyone find a place where they feel both
joy and purpose. Click on the QR code to complete the survey by September 30. For those who don’t have online
access, there are copies in the back of the Meetinghouse. First Church isn’t just a church, it’s your church.

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE ORGANIZATION NOMINATIONS

Do you have a nomination for a recipient of a gift from the Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale?

[s there a local non-profit that you would like to be considered for a gift from this year’s Christmas Tree Sale
proceeds!? If so, please tell us briefly why you like them, and include a link to their website, and their 990
document. Send any ideas to: laurenghaffari@gmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet this Wednesday September 24, and on the 4™ Wednesday of every month,
from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, in Rick’s Room. Come have a cup of tea and catch up with old
and new friends. Shawls are lovingly knit by volunteers with prayerful intentions for
the well-being of the recipients.
All are welcome, regardless of experience. Even those who don’t knit can find their
niche, like sewing labels or adding fringe. Contact Angela Stevens
angelamessinastevens@gmail.com for more information.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES

DINNER & BOOK STUDY
Join for a special opportunity with St. Paul's Riverside
for dinner and exploration of the book, "Eve Isn't Evil.

The book discusses both neglected and well-known
Old Testament passages with one chapter on the New
Testament. Parker's reflections show how vital our
readings of the Bible can be as a source of strength,
guidance, and joyful defiance.

Author and Yale Divinity School professor Julie Faith
Parker to join for one of the sessions (tbd). Dinner at
6 p.m. and study around 6:30 p.m. Kindly purchase
your own copy of the book.
https://www.juliefaithparker.com/eve-isnt-evil
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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