SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2025
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.

PRELUDE Plein Chant & Fuga
Alexandre Pierre-Francois Boély (1785-1858)
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

TCALL TO WORSHIP

One: God is calling us by name, trying to get our attention.

All: Here we are, turning our full attention to God’s presence.

One: God is calling us through the voices of our neighbors.

All: Here we are, listening for truth through holy human stories.
One: God is calling us to see the world anew.

All: Here we are, looking for what God will reveal and provide today.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN The God Of Abraham Praise
49 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

You have provided just as you promised, O God. You spoke and so it happened. Not just once, not
just long ago, but even now your promise is true. We who have received your goodness, we who
experience your providing, we who know your presence, come to give thanks for all your works,
bringing our offering of praise. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection ™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

T Please rise in body or in spirit



TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

FIRST LESSON Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-12
New Revised Standard Version
Kristin Toretta

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God,
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he
had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him
of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder
is God. By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too
old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as
good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of
sand by the seashore.”

ANTHEM With A Voice Of Singing
Martin Shaw (1875-1958)
The Chancel Choir



SECOND LESSON Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14
New Revised Standard Version

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to
him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him.

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as
a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the
burnt offering and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here
with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to

you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried
the fire and the knife. And the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham,
“Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my
son.” And the two of them walked on together.

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood
in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached
out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place

“The Lord will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

MESSAGE [t Doesn’t Have To Be Like This
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN Just As I Am, Without One Plea
442 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Invitation
Prayer of Consecration
Words of Institution
Receiving the Bread and Cup
In the tradition of our church, let us partake of the bread (glutensfree) and the cup together, remembering
our individual uniqueness in the eyes of God and our diversity and unity within the Body of Christ.
Those receiving communion are asked to come forward by the center aisle,
receive the bread and cup, then return to their seats by the side aisle.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Jenny Gartner

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Offertory

John Ness Beck (1930-1987)

The Chancel Choir

TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
+tPRAYER OF DEDICATION

TtHYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

12 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)
TBENEDICTION
TCHORAL RESPONSE

+tPOSTLUDE Fanfare
Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971)

tPlease rise in body or in spirit
All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (or Auditorium in
case of rain) where you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a
light snack. Hosts for September are members of the Buildings and
Grounds Committee.



BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
Parish Nurse Sue Asselin, RN will be available for blood pressure screenings
and health consultations following Sunday’s worship service. If Community
Hour is held outside, Sue will be in the Memory Garden. If held inside, Sue
will be in her office, to the right of the Auditorium stage.
During the week, she is available by appointment, which can be made by calling
extension 821 or emailing susana@fccog.org.



mailto:susana@fccog.org
mailto:susana@fccog.org

FIRST CHURCH, YOUR CHURCH
This past week we out a brief member survey with opportunities to
connect, serve, and grow—both in faith and in friendship. From
music to caring ministries, teaching children to welcoming
newcomers, community outreach and more, there’s a place here
for everyone to belong.

The survey was thoughtfully created by a Member Survey Task Force - Linnea Stenberg, Meg Dempsey,
Laura Erickson, Jenny Gartner, Meaghan Gruppo, and Pat Larrabee - to help everyone find a place
where they feel both joy and purpose. Click on the QR code to complete the survey by September 30.
First Church isn’t just a church, it’s your church.

TODAY! TALK-BACK SESSIONS ON STRATEGIC VISION PLAN



ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES






UPCOMING EVENTS
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