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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership, 

leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service. 
May it be a blessing to you. 



GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER Reverend Patrick Collins 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Come and walk in the light of the Lord! 
All: The gates are always open and God’s home is here among us. 
One: Come to the river of life, 
All: to celebrate, to heal, to see the promise of what can be, what will be. 
 
HYMN  Morning Has Broken 

Jon Hunt, piano 

 
 
FIRST LESSON  Revelation 21:1-7 

New Revised Standard Version 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them and be their God; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water 
of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
children. 



SECOND LESSON Revelation 21: 22-27; 22: 1-5  
New Revised Standard Version 

 
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has 
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The 
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be 
shut by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of 
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their 
foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
MESSAGE Revelation and Resistance: God Among Us 
 
COMMUNION 

We practice open Communion – all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to 
participate in the community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion, 

including children of all ages, and regardless of church membership or 
denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
  



HYMN  I’ve Got Peace Like A River 

 
BENEDICTION 
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