SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2025
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership,
leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.
We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service.
May it be a blessing to you.






ORDER OF WORSHIP

First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so.
Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation.

The flowers on the altar today are given in celebration of Tommy Starkweather's 100th birthday on August 2.
Tommy and her late husband, Jim (who served as a Deacon), were longtime members of the church
before they moved to Essex, CT in 2015. Given by her daughters: Anne, Sarah, Martha, Julie, and Molly.

PRELUDE Allegretto
Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911)

Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins
TCALL TO WORSHIP

One: Come, people of God, and sing your praise!

All: Blessing and glory and wisdom be to our God forever!

One: Give all your worship to the One who is, who was, and who is to come.

All: Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, only to the three in one!

One: Every word, every thought, every praise you have, offer to God alone.

All: Even when we come to the end of human language, still we sing to the Lord!

TCHORAL INTROIT

tHYMN When Morning Gilds The Skies (verses 1, 2, 5, 6)

35 Pilgrim Hymnal (red)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)
Living God,
the world so often feels like chaos, like creation itself is unraveling around us, and everything we
thought we knew turns out to be unstable illusion. You alone have the power to save, You alone are
the peace we long for. Gather us together today for a glimpse of your kingdom, a foretaste of your
beloved community, a reminder that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. Strengthen us
for your work this day, and guide and shelter us on the way.
Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection ™

t Please rise in body or in spirit



TASSURANCE OF GRACE

TPASSING OF THE PEACE
God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you.
All:  And also with you.

TRESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
RESPONSE Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)

FIRST LESSON Revelation 7:1-8
New Revised Standard Version
Lynn Hawxhurst

After this [ saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the
earth so that no wind could blow on earth or sea or against any tree. I saw another angel ascending from
the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels
who had been given power to damage earth and sea, saying, “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the
trees, until we have marked the servants of our God with a seal on their foreheads.”

And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred forty-four thousand, sealed out of every
tribe of the people of Israel:

From the tribe of Judah twelve thousand sealed,
from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,



from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand,

from the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand sealed.

ANTHEM Come, Sing Unto The Lord
Arr. Mark Schweizer (1956-2019)

The Summer Choir

SECOND LESSON Revelation 7:9-17

New Revised Standard Version

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!”

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come
from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have

come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

For this reason they are before the throne of God
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
They will hunger no more and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat,
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”



MESSAGE Revelation and Resistance: Awaiting A New Thing
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN O Day Of God, Draw Nigh
444 Pilgrim Hymnal (red)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Carol Woodman

OFFERTORY SOLO The Call
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Thomas Woodman, baritone

TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
TPRAYER OF DEDICATION
THYMN I Love To Tell The Story

317 Pilgrim Hymnal (purple)
TBENEDICTION
TCHORAL RESPONSE

TPOSTLUDE Allegro

Alexandre Guilmant
tPlease rise in body or in spirit

All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.



Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden (or Auditorium in
case of rain) where you can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a
light snack. Hosts for August are members of the Church Council.

WIRED WORD BIBLE STUDY

Using the Wired Word’s curriculum, each week we’ll

discuss a topic or headline from the week’s news and ask

ourselves how our faith applies through guided questions
and discussion. Learn more at thewiredword.com Join Pastor Patrick for lunch on Thursdays at noon in
the lounge. BYO lunch optional.



http://thewiredword.com/
http://thewiredword.com/
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