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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership, 

leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service. 
May it be a blessing to you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREETING AND GATHERING PRAYER Reverend Patrick Collins 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Through the chaos and tumult of the world as it is, 
All: let anyone with ears to hear listen! 
One: The powers of the world believe themselves ultimate, 
All: but who is like our God, the Holy One who brings life out of death? 
One: In Christ we see the truth, 
All: and through the gift of faith, we worship God alone. 
 
HYMN  Seek Ye First 

Jon Hunt, piano 

 
 

FIRST LESSON  Revelation 13: 1-8 
 New Revised Standard Version 

 
And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, and on its horns were ten 
diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, its feet 
were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave it his power and his 
throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have received a death blow, but its fatal 
wound had been healed. In amazement the whole earth followed the beast. They worshiped the dragon, 
for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, 
and who can fight against it?” 
 



The beast was given a mouth speaking arrogant and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to speak blasphemies against God, blaspheming his 
name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. Also, it was allowed to wage war on the saints 
and to conquer them. It was given authority over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all 
the inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written from the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slaughtered. 
 
SECOND LESSON Revelation 13: 9-18 

New Revised Standard Version 
 

Let anyone who has an ear listen: 
 
If you are to be taken captive, 
    into captivity you go; 
if you kill with the sword, 
    with the sword you must be killed. 
 
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 
 
Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb, and it spoke like a 
dragon. It exercises all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth and its 
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. It performs great signs, even 
making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of all, and by the signs that it is allowed to 
perform on behalf of the beast it deceives the inhabitants of earth, telling them to make an image for the 
beast that had been wounded by the sword and yet lived, and it was allowed to give breath to the image 
of the beast so that the image of the beast could even speak and cause those who would not worship the 
image of the beast to be killed. Also, it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and 
slave, to be given a brand on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell who does not 
have the brand, that is, the name of the beast or the number for its name. This calls for wisdom: let 
anyone with understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number for a person. Its 
number is six hundred sixty-six. 
 
MESSAGE Revelation and Resistance: Unmasking the Empire 
 
COMMUNION 

We practice open Communion – all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to 
participate in the community of God’s people are welcome to receive Communion, 

including children of all ages, and regardless of church membership or 
denominational affiliation. All are welcome to the table of God. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen. 



HYMN  God Of Great And God Of Small 

 
BENEDICTION 
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