
 

 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
 TEN O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
declares itself to be Open and Affirming (ONA); open to all for participation, membership, 

leadership and employment and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God. 
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith. 

We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice to join us for this worship service. 
May it be a blessing to you. 



 

  



 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
First Church is a mask-friendly community of faith. Anyone who prefers to wear a mask should feel comfortable doing so. 

Please know our worshipping community gathers in-person and online via livestream 
with multiple camera angles of the Meetinghouse and congregation. 

Audio Hearing Aids are available for your use during the service. See an usher to request a device. 
Please silence all devices. 

 
PRELUDE Choral Dorian 

Jehan Alain (1911-1940) 
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organist 

  
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Patrick Collins 

Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row near the center aisle, then pass it back to the 
center aisle, noting the names of those worshiping near you so you may greet them at the end of worship. 

If you are the person on the center aisle, please remove the completed sheet and place it in the plate during the offering. 
 
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY Rob Moore 

Vice President of Community Impact, Greenwich United Way 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS Lauren Ghaffari, Pam Speer, Kate Collins 

Christmas Tree Sale Co-Chairs 
 
†CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:  We have so many questions. 
All:  We want answers from Jesus. 
One:  Yet the answers we get confuse us, 
All:  And just bring up more questions. 
One:  Jesus, quiet our hearts and minds,  
All:  And assure us of the simplicity of your love. 
One:  There is nothing we need to do,  
All:  But see the signs of your presence in the world, 
One:  Receive grace upon grace in your name, 
All:  And put our trust in you.  
One:  Let us worship our God, 
All:  And marvel at God’s love for the world. 
  
†CHORAL INTROIT 
 
†HYMN O God Of Every Nation 

756 Glory To God Hymnal (purple) 
 
 
 
 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 

 

†PRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)  
Holy God, 
We who have seen the signs of Jesus’ presence in the world still fall into doubt and despair. We put our trust 
in ourselves and in the powers of the world, in material goods and finite and fallible people. Restore our faith, 
O God. Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and make us new creations each day, born anew out of your eternal 
love for us. Invite us deeper into the mystery of your world-transforming presence, that we might follow you 
more closely.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 
*Moment of silence for personal reflection* 

 
†ASSURANCE OF GRACE  
 
†PASSING OF THE PEACE  

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it. 
 
One: May the peace of Christ be with all of you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
†RESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Halle, Halle 

 
 
ANTHEM  Laudamus Te 

Giovanni Paisiello (1740-1816) 
The Genesis Choir 

Daniel Young, director 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
(During the response, the children will return to their seats.) 

 
RESPONSE  Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 
 
 

† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 

 

FIRST LESSON John 3:1-8 
Common English Bible 

Joe McBride 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could do these miraculous signs that you do 
unless God is with him.” 
 
Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born anew, it’s not possible to see God’s kingdom.”  
Nicodemus asked, “How is it possible for an adult to be born? It’s impossible to enter the mother’s womb for a 
second time and be born, isn’t it?”  
 
Jesus answered, “I assure you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, it’s not possible to enter God’s 
kingdom. Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit. Don’t be surprised 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’ God’s Spirit blows wherever it wishes. You hear its sound, but you 
don’t know where it comes from or where it is going. It’s the same with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 
ANTHEM God So Loved The World 

John Stainer (1840-1901) 
The Chancel Choir 

SECOND LESSON  John 3:9-21 
Common English Bible 

 
Nicodemus said, “How are these things possible?” 
 
“Jesus answered, “You are a teacher of Israel and you don’t know these things? I assure you that we speak about 
what we know and testify about what we have seen, but you don’t receive our testimony. If I have told you about 
earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has gone up 
to heaven except the one who came down from heaven, the Human One. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so must the Human One be lifted up so that everyone who believes in him will have eternal life. God 
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have 
eternal life. God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him isn’t judged; whoever doesn’t believe in him is already judged, because they don’t 
believe in the name of God’s only Son. 
 
“This is the basis for judgment: The light came into the world, and people loved darkness more than the light, for 
their actions are wicked. All who do wicked things hate the light and don’t come to the light for fear that their 
actions will be exposed to the light. Whoever does the truth comes to the light so that it can be seen that their 
actions were done in God.” 

 
MESSAGE Over And Above 

Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
 
†HYMN God Of Compassion, In Mercy Befriend Us 

436 Glory To God Hymnal (purple) 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
CALL TO OFFERING Clem Lepoutre 
 

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 
or scan the QR code to donate. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Savior Of The World 

John Goss (1800-1880) 
The Chancel Choir 

 
†DOXOLOGY  Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
†PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
†HYMN Arise, Your Light Is Come! 

744 Glory To God Hymnal (purple) 
 
†BENEDICTION  
 
 
 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 



 

 

†CHORAL RESPONSE  
 
†POSTLUDE  If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee 

J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
† Please rise in body or in spirit 

 
All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved. 

 
Join us for Community Hour in the Auditorium where you can greet one 
another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack. Hosts for January are members 
of the Caring Ministries. 
 
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING – TODAY 

High blood pressure is one major risk factor for stroke, which can lead to a multitude of 
disabilities, and affects nearly 800,000 people in the U.S. each year. Other common stroke 
risk factors are smoking, uncontrolled diabetes, and lack of regular physical exercise. 
 
Your Parish Nurse, Sue Asselin, will be available for blood pressure screenings and health 

consultations in her office to the right of the Auditorium stage.During the week, Sue is available by appointment. 
Email susana@fccog.org or call 203-637-1791 extension 821. 
 
ANNUAL GIVING UPDATE 
We’re well on our way for this year with 168 pledging units and 
nearly 85% of our goal! Thanks to all who have pledged. This 
figure is as of Jan 21. 
It’s not too late to make your pledge to First Church for the 2026 
calendar year. You can scan the QR code below which will take you 

to the website and make your pledge online, or you 
can use the pledge card in the rack in front of your 
seat and place it in the offering plate during the 
offering.  

We are grateful for your generosity to continue the ministry that 
First Church is in the greater Greenwich community and 
throughout the world.  
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you signed up for offering envelopes, be sure to pick them up during Community Hour in the Auditorium 
following worship today. 
 
FEBRUARY FRIENDSGIVING 

The Welcoming Committee is planning our February Friendsgiving events. We are 
looking for members who would be willing to host or co-host an event in their 
home or possibly in the Church lounge. We have several possibilities but would like 
to add more. Some ideas: cocktail party, pizza party, wine and cheese, trivia night, 
movie night, a book discussion. If you would be interested in hosting and/or co-
hosting, please reach out to Cynthia De Riemer at deriemer.cynthia@gmail.com or 
Betsy Kreuter at betsykreuter@hotmail.com 

mailto:betsykreuter@hotmail.com
mailto:betsykreuter@hotmail.com


 

 

ORGANIZATIONS FOR THE CHRISTMAS TREE SALE FUNDS 

 



 

 

 
 
THE 2026 SOUPER BOWL 
SUNDAY SOUP & CHILI SALE 

Do you have a favorite soup recipe, 
or a love of cooking? It's time to 
dust off your soup-making-skills by 
volunteering to make and donate a 
quart (or several quarts!) of soup or 
chili to the FCCOG Women's 
Fellowship Fundraiser. 
 
The sale will take place in the 
auditorium on Sunday February 8, 
2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Quarts of homemade soup and 
chili will be sold for $10 each. 
Please sign up to donate after 
church in the auditorium. 
Restaurant-style food containers 
will be available when you sign up. 
 
This annual event is easy, inexpensive and popular for those who love to cook, and those who love to eat! This is 
the only Women's Fellowship fundraiser for the year. Please contact Sue Wilder for more 
information  swilder102@gmail.com 
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ROYALTIES FOR SPIRITUALS IN FEBRUARY 
February is Black History Month 
and we are using this time to 
highlight our Royalties For 
Spirituals initiative. We will be 
singing spirituals and gospel songs 
throughout the month. 
 
Please consider giving generously to 
this program that supports the 
music program at Adam J. Lewis 
Academy in Bridgeport. Click on 
the QR code below 
to learn more about 
this initiative. 
 



 

  



 

 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH 
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870 

203-637-1791 • www.fccog.org 
 

Ministers - All Members Of The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich 
Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins 
Associate Pastor  Reverend Cydney Van Dyke 
Minister of Music  Dr. Craig Scott Symons 
Director of Church School/ Regional Youth Ministry Khaleigh Laicher 
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN 
Director of Operations Wendy Spezzano 
Director of Finance & Administration Greg Girolamo 
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre 
Audio Technician Bob Small 
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder 
Facility Manager Julio Yika 
Sexton  Joe Vartuli 
Sexton  Curtis Gay 
First Church Preschool Director Beth Genovese 
First Church Preschool Assistant Director Melanie Garnett 
Pastor Emerita Reverend Sally Colegrove 
 


