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Part 9
Christian Living Issues

Questions about various aspects of 
Christian Living

How do you know what signs to look for that 
a romantic relationship is God's will and 

not yours?
How do I raise my children with 

Biblical discipline?
Why doesn't God always answer 

"good" prayers (i.e. healing)?
Can Christians have demons in them, 

or only outside oppression?

Q: How do you know what signs to look 
for that a romantic relationship is God's will 

and not yours?

A: There are many opinions about how to 
approach dating as a believer, and because 
of the cultural differences between Biblical 

times and ours, there is not a direct “dating” 
manual to consider in any specific passage 

of Scripture.

A: However, there are clear Biblical principles 
that should guide the decision making of 

disciples of Jesus in this area.

One is absolutely clear: find someone who 
has committed to following Jesus.

Paul addressed the level of commitment 
in relationships, although note that betrothal 

is widely understood to be a very formal 
connection, along the lines of engagement.

Now concerning the betrothed, I have no 
command from the Lord, but I give my 

judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is 
trustworthy. I think that in view of the present 
distress it is good for a person to remain as he 
is. Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be 
free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a 

wife. But if you do marry, you have not sinned, 
and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not 
sinned. Yet those who marry will have worldly 

troubles, and I would spare you that. 

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed 
time has grown very short. From now on, 

let those who have wives live as though they 
had none, and those who mourn as though 

they were not mourning, and those who 
rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 
and those who buy as though they had no 

goods, and those who deal with the world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the 
present form of this world is passing away.
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I want you to be free from anxieties. The 
unmarried man is anxious about the things of 

the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the 
married man is anxious about worldly things, 
how to please his wife, and his interests are 

divided. And the unmarried or betrothed 
woman is anxious about the things of the 
Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. 

But the married woman is anxious about 
worldly things, how to please her husband. 
I say this for your own benefit, not to lay 
any restraint upon you, but to promote 

good order and to secure your undivided 
devotion to the Lord.

(1 Corinthians 7:25-35 ESV)

A: Believers who pursue dating relationships 
should have these ideas in mind. Devotion to 
the Lord is the primary measurement of the 
impact of any relationship, but especially in 

dating contexts. 

Is dating helping me walk more closely with 
Jesus, or is dating pulling me away from 

devotion to Jesus? 

Q: How do I raise my children with 
Biblical discipline?

A: The Bible give clear directions 
on how to raise children.

Fathers, do not provoke your children to 
anger, but bring them up in the discipline 

and instruction of the Lord.
(Ephesians 6:4 ESV)

A: The Book of Proverbs is a wonderful 
collection of ideas that a father wants to 

teach his son. They are wide-ranging, 
and help provide not just instruction but 

the rationale for living a Godly life.

My son, if you receive my words and 
treasure up my commandments with you, 
making your ear attentive to wisdom and 

inclining your heart to understanding; 
yes, if you call out for insight and raise your 
voice for understanding, if you seek it like 

silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, 
then you will understand the fear of the Lord 

and find the knowledge of God.
(Proverbs 2:1-5 ESV)
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“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might. And these words that I command 

you today shall be on your heart. 

You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit 

in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts 

of your house and on your gates.
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9 ESV)

Then children were brought to him that he 
might lay his hands on them and pray. The 

disciples rebuked the people, but Jesus said, 
“Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them, for to such belongs the 

kingdom of heaven.” And he laid his hands 
on them and went away.
(Matthew 19:13-15 ESV)

A: The best thing we can do as parents to 
raise our children up in the ways of the Lord 
is to point our children to the truth at every 
opportunity. Children need to see and hear 
the same Gospel that we did, but they also 

get to see and hear how their parents live out 
that Gospel. Sometimes we do it well, other 
times we do now. When our children see us 

rely on Jesus, seeking forgiveness and 
restoration just as much as pursuing holiness 

and righteousness, we are obeying God. 

Q: Why doesn't God always answer 
"good" prayers (i.e. healing)?

A: We have to start with our definition of “good.”

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
“For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has 
given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 
For from him and through him and to him are 

all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
(Romans 8:33-36 ESV)

A: As a follower of Jesus, we have to at least 
consider the possibility that the “good” things 

we pray for are not as “good” as the things 
that might happen otherwise. God is the 

arbiter of “good” and our responsibility is to 
live dependent lives, trusting that his ways are 

not our ways.

Having said that, the “good” things we pray 
for sometimes take a different form than the 

ideas that we have in mind.
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Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
with groanings too deep for words. And he 

who searches hearts knows what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints according to the will of God. 
And we know that for those who love God 

all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose.

(Romans 8:26-28 ESV)

So to keep me from becoming conceited 
because of the surpassing greatness of the 

revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, 
a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep 
me from becoming conceited. Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it 
should leave me.

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. For the 

sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 

and calamities. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.

(2 Corinthians 12:7-10 ESV)

A: Accepting that God’s idea of “good” 
might be better than mine is difficult, to say 

the least. But the ongoing faithfulness of God, 
both in Biblical times and ever since then, 

should give us plenty of motivation to say that
He is worth trusting for the outcomes of our 
prayers, even if they don’t look “good” to us.

Q: Can Christians have demons in them, 
or only outside oppression?

A: Genuine followers of Jesus 
who have received the Holy Spirit 
can not be possessed by demons. 

This is true for two reasons:
Jesus has complete authority over demons

The Holy Spirit indwells believers to provide 
ongoing protection against demon possession

By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 

come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit 
that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
heard was coming and now is in the world 

already. Little children, you are from God and 
have overcome them, for he who is in you is 

greater than he who is in the world.
(1 John 4:2-4 ESV)
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A: Demons can and will continue to tempt 
believers until Jesus returns and the ultimate 

victory of Satan occurs.

Until then, we have all the tools 
we need to resist temptation:
Scripture that confirms truth

The Holy Spirit that reminds of truth and
convicts of sin

The call to flee from the world, which is the 
primary tool demons use to tempt believers.

A: Jesus was tempted by the devil and 
resisted him with Scripture (Matthew 4:1-10)

Jesus also taught that temptation from the 
world would come, but that we were

empowered to take drastic measures to keep
from giving in to temptations.

“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! 
For it is necessary that temptations come, 

but woe to the one by whom the temptation 
comes! And if your hand or your foot causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life crippled or lame 

than with two hands or two feet to be thrown 
into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you 
to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better 
for you to enter life with one eye than with two 

eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
(Matthew 18:7-9 ESV)

No temptation has overtaken you that is 
not common to man. God is faithful, 

and he will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability, but with the temptation he will 

also provide the way of escape, that you
may be able to endure it. 
(1 Corinthians 10:13 ESV)

Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world—the desires of the flesh and the desires 
of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 

Father but is from the world. And the world is 
passing away along with its desires, but 

whoever does the will of God abides forever.
(1 John 2:15-17 ESV)

A: Believers will be battling against 
temptations to sin until Jesus returns.

We are equipped to fight against 
temptation, and we can also choose to team 

up to keep temptations from taking root.
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