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ORONAZ ETHOS 

: the characteristic spirit of a culture, or community . 

“Living by faith. 

  Holding out hope. 
 

            Walking in love.” 

OroNaz Mission Statement 
As followers of Jesus Christ who seek to worship God and share His love, 

we desire to reconcile people to Christ and to equip them to be His 
devoted followers. 

OroNaz Staff 2023-2024 
From left to right, back row: Seth Dekkenga, Travis Marshall, Theresa Swift, Pam Thorne, Thomas 
Leavenworth; front row: Dale Marsh, Dick Bryce,  Darlene Franks, Lexi Ramsey, Kolleen Wells, Sally Miller,  
Sue O’Hanlon, Kristin Walburn. 

Not pictured: Amy Hayse, Stephanie Fowler, Glen Miller  
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Ministry Reports 
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What’s on my mind after this past year and the beginning of a new one?  Rain. Yes, 
water falling from the sky and all its effects. As we find ourselves in an unusually wet 
season, rain has quickly become a metaphor for my times of reflection, prayer, 
Scripture meditation, writing and even conversations. I have spent some purposeful 
time soaking (pun intended) on what has been over 2023 and envisioning what is to 
come in 2024— in me, in you, our local church, and our beloved community. Water 

has a lot to teach us about the flow of life and our shared humanity.  Farmer, novelist, environmental activist, and 
theologian Wendell Barry says it simply this way, “As an agent of irreplicable wonder water changes everything.”   

 

Yes, Wendell, water does change everything. Without it there would be no process, no path, no life. The science of 
ecosystems would say that without water there could be no biotic cyclical pattern. The first law of 
thermodynamics fundamentally says that energy is neither initiated nor terminated; it just changes forms. 
Nature follows this law without fail by continuously recycling all matter in an ecosystem. The most 
foundational cycle prevalent in nature is the carbon cycle, that is where sunlight, carbon dioxide and water 
dance together in the atmosphere and become food for plant life during which oxygen is released and the 
environment flourishes as other plants, animals, insects and humans enjoy their art. This miraculous cycle was 
not unknown from Isaiah’s heart when he wrote, “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do 
not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater.” (Is. 
55:10) 

 

Why in the world am I saying all of this? To illustrate the 
power of water. Water does change everything. As water 
changes the cycles of the ecosystem, the waters of God’s 
cleansing, redeeming, renewing and reorienting has been 
graciously, but uncomfortably falling upon our church. 
OroNaz has been in a cycle of deep heart change. The rain of 
God has been falling and getting us soaked after a long arid 
season. But here is the thing; we love the rain at first, 
because we’re hot, dry and burnt out, but not too long after 
it’s been raining, we can get a bit irritable and start 
demanding clear skies, the sun and all the conveniences the 
dry ground brings.  

 

This is where I see us at right now.  We are wet. We have 
been getting a wash, we have needed to hunker down and 
take it slow. We haven’t been able to get a lot done so we 
are forced to wait and watch. The rain has been exposing 
some of our cracks and we’ve been attending to leaks. 
We’ve seen people not be willing to wait for what the rain has to offer. We have wondered if we are wasting 
our time waiting too. Water changes everything—remember? We’re tired of the rain. But there is no growth 
apart from this cycle. Without water there is no life.   

3 

TRAVIS MARSHALL 
LEAD PASTOR 



 7 

 

Isaiah continues in his analogous poem giving us a clear picture of that cycle,  “…so shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it.” Do you see what God’s rain promises? Completion, accomplishment, and success, but not in 
ways we would like to imagine— God is faithfully reclaiming his glory. The good news is when God gets what God 
wants, all of creation is invited into his redemptive story that will outlive any season of our fallen experience. God’s 
glory means that we can surrender our hustle to be glorious ourselves which gives way to salvation, reconciliation, 
unity, self-control, patience, justice, forgiveness, hospitality, sobriety, honesty, hefty hope, new life…. you know, the 
cycle!  

 

So what about you? What has God’s rain been preparing and producing in your life? Are you more like Jesus now 
than a year ago? Is your life more about him right now than you? Does your calendar indicate it’s been soaked by 
God’s loving rain? Has the evidence of God’s rain messed with your 
money and budget to reflect God-sized giving due to this cycle of grace? 
How’s your soul now that God’s faithful flood has flowed? Or, have you 
been anxiously annoyed by the long wet season? You can’t afford to miss 
the unexpected cycles of God’s grace. To make sure we don’t miss it, 
answer this question: What will have changed a year from now? 

 

I am deeply encouraged by the graciousness of God and the journey he 
has been leading us on this past year. The rain is preparing for us an 
abundance that we will soon be stewards of, but not without being 
stewards of the rain right now. Let’s finish up getting good and wet, not 
wasting the gift of the rain getting ready for what God has in store for us 
this next year.        

 

All wet (and not as you would think          ), 

 

Pastor Travis Marshall 
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As I reflect on this past year of ministry here at OroNaz, the theme of seasons keeps 
coming to mind. It's easy to box ourselves in by thinking in terms of calendar months, 
years, etc., yet it can be really helpful to think in terms of seasons. Just like the seasons 
change over the course of a year, God works in our lives in seasons, both personally and 
corporately. The season the Lord seems to have us in over the last couple of years is one 
that has involved cultivating and deepening relationships and rhythms in our lives and ministry to grow in waiting on 
and trusting in the Lord.  
 
It’s really special to see how many of our reports are woven together like a tapestry. None of us on staff or 
leadership is doing our own thing apart from everyone else. As I reflect on my role, I’m serving the various ministries 
and events at OroNaz through music, communications, and technology. It’s such a great blessing to be serving with 
such a wonderful team who is seeking the Lord together.   
 
In this season, I have continued to serve in the areas of worship ministry (including technology) and 
communications, and the Lord has continued to lead me with the heart to raise up worshipers of Christ and to build 
unity in the Church through Christ-centered worship. I deeply enjoy connecting with the people on the music and 
communications teams, whether that's at a meeting, rehearsal, training, or chatting over a good cup of coffee.  

Last Spring, Elvina started leading worship for the youth group and has joined us on several Sundays throughout the 
year. She serves our youth faithfully and it is a joy to work with her as she grows as a worship leader. 
Some of the highlights over this past year for the worship ministry include our Worship Collective gatherings, Family 
Worship Sundays, tech team training, and the Life as Worship class Rebekah and I taught during the Fall. We were 
able to continue making some improvements in worship technology, particularly with some much needed upgraded 
projectors for the screens—the color and picture quality is at least 10x better!  For communications, Bonnie and 
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Theresa continue to serve faithfully in helping put together everything for print, email, web, and online... including 
this Annual Report! 
 
As I look to the coming year, I look forward to continuing to develop our worship teams through mentoring and 
training opportunities, do some needed maintenance and upgrades on the live stream, projection, and lighting 
systems, and develop our Communications Team to include more volunteers to help with social media, design, and 
photo/video support. 
 
The Lord has been bringing my attention back to the passage in James 4:13-15, "Come now, you who say, "Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit" - yet you do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 
Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that."  
 
I think there is a healthy tension in making plans and goals while holding them loosely as the Lord leads and provides. 
I look forward to seeing how the Lord continues to lead us this coming year and seeing the ways He provides for us as 
we draw near to Him. I'm grateful for the opportunity to serve and lead. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Seth Dekkenga 

 

"Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!" 
Psalm 115:1 
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If we haven’t met yet, my name is Lexi Ramsey and I started working at OroNaz Church in October 2022. My title is long 
and there are a lot of different things I do here at the church. I will share about a few of them. But first to get to know 
me a little more, I have grown up at OroNaz Church since I was born back in the 80s. I moved away several times, for 
college at Point Loma, and other times to live in places God called me to live including Kenya, Boston, Germany, Maui 
and India. But I have always returned to my hometown of Oroville and my home church, OroNaz. I have three 
daughters, two are grown, and one is 11-year-old Melody. All my daughters came to me by either adoption or legal 
guardianship, and I have been called to a life of singleness.  
 
Youth Ministry 
 
Looking back over the last year of Youth Ministry one of the biggest new things has been Jr High Sunday School class. It 
started small but then last summer we had a large group of 5th graders move up to Jr High. We now have up to 20 
people in the Jr High Sunday School class. I recently made some changes and the class  meets twice a month. The other 
two Sundays each month we are calling “Serve Sundays” and are encouraging the youth to serve in Children’s Ministry 
and/or be a greeter or usher. The kids are excited for the opportunity to serve in these new ways.  
 
 
Last spring, I took a few teens down to 
Point Loma Nazarene University in San 
Diego to a weekend event called 
Elevate. They all had a lot of fun and 
our own Thomas Leavenworth even 
won 3rd place in the talent show by 
playing piano for the first time in front 
of an audience!  
 
 

 
 
At the beginning of the summer we had 
our first ever Youth Sunday when our 
youth took over the Sunday service. 
Many greeted and led worship and a 
few opened up the word for us by 
teaching/preaching. Then after the 
service we had a big party to welcome 
in all the new Jr Highers to Youth 
Group! 

LEXI RAMSEY 
INTERIM YOUTH DIRECTOR  
& MINISTRY ADMINISTRATOR 



 11 

11 
Over summer we took youth to both Junior High and High School Summer Camps. Many wonderful experiences took 
place that drew them close to God. And a lot of fun was had as well. We also had a fun team building afternoon this 
past summer with all the Cafe Workers at Ozone in Downtown Oroville. They had fun axe-throwing! 

 

In July we had a number of Jr High students baptized during our July Family Worship service! It was my first time being 
the person to help baptize someone and it was a very special and memorable event.  

 

This fall we went to an event in Sacramento at another Nazarene church called Fan the Flame, we had amazing time of 
worship and digging into God’s word. We hosted a High-School-only pumpkin carving/painting movie night. We also 
took a few kids to a scavenger hunt in Chico that we were invited to by the youth at Chico Nazarene Church. We loved 
their scavenger hunt so much we had our own at Christmas time in place of a normal Tuesday night Youth Group. We 
had a ton of fun driving around town completing tasks and finding items on our list.  

At Youth Group on Tuesday nights we always eat a meal together, we have four amazing volunteers that once a month 
cook us dinner. After dinner we play a game led by Shania, our High School Game Leader. Then we worship together in 
song. We have our own Youth Worship Band led by the young adult, Elvina, who graciously volunteered to come lead 
and mentor our young musicians when Lukas left to lead worship at another church. We have youth as young as 6th 
grade playing instruments in the band! After worship we always have a short 15 minute time of teaching or a 
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testimony. This is led by different adults and 
teens. Then we end every Youth Group splitting 
up into small groups for times of discussion and 
prayer.  
 
Another big new thing this year in youth is the 
start of Young Adult ministry. We have a small 
group on Monday nights at 7pm called Young 
Adult Hang. We don’t have a specific age for the 
group, anyone who feels that they are a young 
adult is welcome! The group is run like a 
Lifegroup, it is even listed in the Lifegroup 
brochure. Sometimes we practice talking and 
listening to Jesus together using the five 
questions in Discipled By Jesus.  
 
Ministry Administration 
 
I have the privilege of overseeing a lot of things at the church office including things like scheduling greeters for 
Sunday, taking care of outside contracts with our IT company and pest control. I also get to help plan things like this 
year’s Christmas Drop & Shop and  the After-parties for Family Worship Services. I am also learning all kinds of new 
information about Human Resources and the laws that apply and don’t apply to churches. There is a lot to do when it 
comes to the daily operations of the church office and I am part of a great office team with Theresa Swift as the church 
secretary and Kolleen Wells as the financial officer. The office culture is great, we all love and support each other, often 
stopping in the middle of a busy work day to pray together. God is so good to us, he provides what we need and he 
uses all things for the good for us who love him.  
 
Some new exciting things on the horizon… Hopefully starting soon is a bulletin board of some sort that will be a hub 
that our church family can use if they have a need or an item to donate (their abundance). It is being birthed out of 
these two bible verses:  
 2 Corinthians 8:14 NIV- “At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty 
will supply what you need. The goal is equality,” 
 Acts 4:32 NIV- “All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had.” 
 
It has been an exciting year of growth in both areas of my job here and I continue to look forward with hopeful 
expectation to see what the Lord has not only for me, personally, but also for us as a church family. Thank you for 
your continued encouragement and involvement with God’s mission in this community.  
 
In His Grace,  
 
 

Lexi Ramsey  
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DARLENE FRANKS 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF CHILDREN  & 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP  

It is with a grateful and expectant heart that I write this year’s ministry report for Children 
and Family Discipleship. Through the prayers, love, support, commitment, and 
consistency of our church family, I’ve seen people growing deeper in their relationship 
with God and one another. I’ve seen a growing hunger in kids and families for God’s living 

Word and for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. Jesus is growing us to become mature in Him and 
preparing us to go make disciples of others. I am so thankful for this church family who makes discipling children and 
families a priority. Because of the high value placed on children and family discipleship, much growth and many 
blessings in the 2023-2024 church year have been seen.                
 
Thanks for growing and loving so well! “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (Ephesians 4:15-16)  
 
In this report, we will look at the many elements of this year’s journey that have helped us grow in Jesus:  
 

Committed Ministry Teams: The following leaders have monthly/weekly served in helping children grow in their 
relationship with Jesus: 

Children’s Ministry Core – Shannon & Wyll Primer, Stefanie McCoy, Dena Doyle 
Check in/Greeting – Sue Guinn, Christy Lager, Kim Marshall, Emily Leavenworth, Bonnie McCoy, Ruthie 

Anaya, Susie McCoy 
Nursery – Heather Hardie, Shania Ruggenburg, Julie Jackson, Marianne Crabtree, Mary Morrison, Marsha 

McCoy, Susie McCoy 
Pre-School – Becky Spafford, Chelsea Spafford, Megan & Santos Reyes, Dena & Hunter Doyle 
Elementary Children’s Church – Stefanie & Joey McCoy, Stephanie Fowler, Wyll Primer, Andy McCoy, 

Bailey Marshall, Thomas Leavenworth, Adam Primer, Jude Dekkenga 
Weekly Snack Prep – Sally Miller 
Weekly Toy/Classroom/Playground Cleaning – Debora Lamb, Pam Thorne, Glen Miller 
Serenity Kids– Bailey Marshall, Chelsea & Becky Spafford, Heather Hardie 
OroNaz Pastors, Staff and Church Leadership Team  

  
 THANK YOU to each of you for doing the work of the Kingdom for such a time as this! 

 
“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, 
as each part does its work.”  (Ephesians 4:16)   
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Gospel Centered Curriculum: Children from nursery to fifth grade are growing in their walk with Jesus as they learn 

about His life, teaching and ministry through faithful, loving and dedicated teachers. Our ministry team uses 
the curriculum called Gospel Project. The kids engage in learning the Bible stories through hands on 
experiences, interactive questions, Scripture memory, relevant large and small group discussions, real life 
examples, fun games, inspirational missionary stories, videos, crafts, songs, play, snacks and more. Gospel 
Project is an outstanding curriculum and we have outstanding leaders on our team who are helping the kids 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18)   

 
“We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the 
Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God.”  (Colossians 1:9-10)  

Discipled by Jesus (DBJ): Kids and families are being discipled by Jesus through His Word, His Spirit and His Body 
each week using a method developed by Hal and Debbi Perkins called Discipled by Jesus. We are learning to 
live out the Great Commission as we practice His presence by using five very important questions that Jesus 
asked his disciples and that he still asks us today. We believe that Jesus wants to disciple us now in the same 
way He discipled Peter, James, John and the others who followed Him. 
Here are a few of the formal ways we are growing in being discipled by Jesus at OroNaz: 

Children’s Church DBJ Prayer Time 
Christian Formation Classes – IF Jesus Were a Parent 
DBJ Open Group Weekly Meetings Online & In Person 
DBJ Summit @ Mt. Hope (A disciple making Summit with Sac District and other churches) 
DBJ Conference @ OroNaz (With Hal and Debbie Perkins) 
 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”  (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
Family Worship Services: On the fifth Sunday of every month we continue to be blessed by gathering together with 

all ages for a time of family worship. Family is a priority here at OroNaz and it’s encouraging to see the positive 
response from young and old alike. A big thank you to Linda, Harold, and Casey McCoy for creating the 
beautiful centerpieces for each family worship service.  
This year some of our themes for Family Worship Service were:  

April –“Praise the Lord, O my SOUL!” Psalm 146 1-2 “For in him we live and move and have our being.”  
 Acts 17:28.  “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.” Psalm 150:6 
July –“They overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their TESTIMONY!” Rev. 12:11 21 Baptized! 
October –The Lord’s PRAYER. “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:9-13. 7 Baptized! 
December – GROWING in Christ – “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and 

the grace of God was on him.” Luke 2:42 
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Kid’s District Summer Camp:  In July of 2023, thirteen children from OroNaz attended Sacramento District 
Summer Camp. This year’s theme was, We are God’s Masterpiece. Our OroNaz campers and counselors 
worshiped in song, played games, swam, enjoyed zip line, rock wall, crafts, Bible station, prayer walks and 
chapel morning and night in the outdoor amphitheater. A huge thank you to the youth and adult counselors 
from OroNaz (Dylan Sapp, Taryn Sapp, Shania Ruggenburg, Seth Dekkenga, Victoria Holloway, and Megan 
Reyes) who poured out their hearts for the children all week long! Thank you to all those who financially gave 
this year to make sure all kids could attend. Summer Camp 2024 will be at Mt. Hope: Kids - June 22-25 & Big 
Kids - June 26-29. Sacramentocamps.org 

Family Blast: Blast 2023 was truly a STELLAR blastoff from outer space. With ninety in attendance, kids and 
families learned about Shining Jesus’ Light when life gets dark, when people don’t get along, when good 
things happen, when people are sad, and when people need help. More than 40 volunteers came together to 
prepare and present God’s message in fun and memorable ways so that kids and families could experience the 
light of Jesus together. I can’t wait to see how the Lord leads us for Blast 2024! 
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Upward Basketball:  God is with us!  This is the theme for this year’s Upward season and it comes from Joshua 1:9. 
“This is my command.  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or discouraged for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go!” Be sure to thank the following leaders when you see them for the extra time and effort 
they gave to make sure the kids and families of Oroville Community could experience Upward Basketball this year. 

Directors – Travis Marshall, Darlene Franks, Dan Libby, Patrick Wood, Jack Jackson 
Coach Commissioner – Megan Reyes 
Registration – Kelsi Greathouse 
Media and Communications – Seth Dekkenga, Ty Iacuessa, William Leavenworth, Bill Kevil  
Snack Bar Leaders – Julie Jackson, Gina & Vern Englund, Stephanie & Chip Fowler & Café Team 
Game Day Commissioners – Tracy Johnstone & Jack Jackson 
Spiritual Director – Darlene Franks 
Practice Commissioners – Patrick Wood, Travis Marshall, Genessa Raynor 
Greeting Team Leaders – Lexi Ramsey, Marsha & Bill McCoy and GreetingTeam 
Cleaning Team – Dan & Denice Libby, Glen Miller, Pam Thorn, Thomas Leavenworth & Team 
 

Thank you church family for praying, stacking chairs each week, and for your support in so many ways for this ministry. 
Each week at practice and at games, kids and their families hear the gospel of Jesus Christ for the very first time and are 
experiencing His love through you. Keep praying that many will hear and believe!  
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Advent & Drop and Shop: For advent this year, we prepared and sent out 40 To Go Advent Boxes for our kids and 
families so they could grow on the go and have fun together with two advent devotionals and activities weekly. 
A big thanks to Sally Miller for assembling all of the boxes!  And once again this year OroNaz pastors, staff, and 
church body prayed, gave, and served wholeheartedly for our second annual Drop and Shop Ministry to 
families in our church and community. This year we were able to provide for 15 families (35 children) who 
needed some extra love and support this Christmas! While the parents went shopping with a shopper from 
OroNaz, our children’s ministry team surrounded the kids with much love while making crafts, playing games 
and enjoying a Christmas movie and popcorn. The parents were able to wrap their gifts and then enjoy a 
wonderful soup lunch organized by Frank Burnette and his Kitchen team.  Each family was also given food 
items for their Christmas Dinner. The Sherriff’s department also donated 15 bicycles to those in need!  Thanks 
to all who participated and a special thanks to Lexi Ramsey for her vision and leadership in this ministry!  
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Kids and families are growing deeper in their love for God and others because of the many seeds planted and watered 
this year.  I believe that we will see more growth this coming year in depth of relationship with Jesus,  in maturity and 
in the number of believers in our church, community and world.  Lord, we will continue to plant and water but we 
know it’s you who makes everything grow. Thank you, Jesus! We want to grow in You!      
                                                                                         
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it GROW.”  1 Corinthians 3:6  
 
Growing with you, 
 
 

Pastor Dar Franks 
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We just completed our thirty-first year of Serenity Recovery Ministry. It’s been 
amazing to see what God has done through OroNaz over these years. This was my 
first year of semi-retirement. Things have gone well and we continue to see 
growth in our ministry. As I’ve worked with Came To Believe Recovery, we have 
seen benefits for Serenity. I’ve been able to meet people doing recovery all over 
the state and we’ve been able to get some great speakers for our monthly 

Dinner / Birthday Meeting. This has enhanced and increased interest from our local recovery community in our 
ministry.  
 
We sponsored our two Came To Believe Recovery retreats this year with great success. Again our leaders were 
energized and are working one-on-one with more people than ever. We have two retreats planned for 2024, one 
in April and one in November. If you’re interested, please feel free to contact me or any of our leadership team.  
 
Last year through the Came To Believe Retreats we were able to renew our relationship with the Oroville Rescue 
Mission. ORM has a live-in program for drug and alcohol addiction, and we have been excited to have their folks 
attend our retreats. They now join us every Thursday evening for our Came To Believe Meeting.  
 
This year we’re looking forward to connecting with Jordan Crossing by helping them with a private retreat for 
their clients only at their facility. 

 

Came To Believe does private retreats for recovery 
programs that can have fifty or more clients attend a 
retreat. I’m really looking forward to working with 
Pastor Billy and Pastor Carla again after all these 
years.  
 
The enthusiasm of our leaders who have participated 
in the retreats has been a great thing to witness. 
David M has not only done our Serenity Dinners but is 
leading our CTBR meetings when I can’t be there. Our 
ladies—Marjorie Y, Martha D, Stephanie F, and Valori 
M.—are ministering to ladies in our women-only 
breakout group on Wednesday evenings. 
 
I’ve been greatly encouraged by being able to minister at several of our local recovery facilities. This includes Tri 
County Treatment and Sierra Health and Wellness in Bangor. The facility in Bangor is for veterans. I’ve been able 
to get some veterans in our local recovery community to join me in Bangor on Wednesdays.  
 
One of the other important things Pastor Travis has supported us on this year is letting our building be used for 
some local recovery community events. Last year we began hosting one of the Butte County AA Quarterly Speaker 
meetings, and our Lake Oroville Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous has had their annual spring picnic at our 
facility. We are in the planning stages for these two events in 2024 right now. Tri County Treatment is planning a 
graduation for some of their guys from the fire fighting school on March 14th. This is a great way to connect with 
our local recovery community and let them know that OroNaz cares about and supports what they do for our 

DALE MARSH 
RECOVERY PASTOR 
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community.  
One of my other duties is at our District Level. I help 
other churches on the Sacramento District begin new 
recovery ministries. My semi-retired status has given 
me more time to help other churches on our district 
begin new recovery ministries. In just the last month, 
Emmaus Church in Lincoln and Axis Church in 
Stockton have begun new recovery ministries, and 
we’re close to a start-up at Arden. It is such a blessing 
to see the Church recognize the need for recovery 
ministries in our local communities.  
 
Here are a couple of praise stories demonstrating 
how God is doing for us what we could not do for ourselves: 
 
Denise P—For the sake of anonymity I’m calling this lady Denise. She came to us a little over a year ago. When 
she first started her journey in recovery she wore a hoody pulled tight over her head and face and mostly 
stared at the floor during our meetings. She never shared at a meeting. Slowly she came out of her shell and 
began to open up, at first with the other ladies. Finally, she came to one of our recovery retreats and God 
changed everything. Today she shares at every meeting and is growing closer to God and in her recovery. She 
is one of the success stories that make our work so rewarding.  

 
Craig J—This year one of my old sponsees who 
disappeared back into the old life style a few years ago 
showed up at Serenity one Wednesday night. He was 
wondering if I’d be glad to see him. I was just glad he 
didn’t die out there. Craig J has jumped in with both 
feet and never misses a meeting. He is active in AA and 
is always helping others new to recovery. It was so 
great to see him get his one year birthday chip 
recently. He loves Jesus like crazy and doesn’t hesitate 
to tell people everywhere he goes.  
 

It’s the many stories like these I could share over the years that keep our enthusiasm high. God just always 
shows up. My transition into being semi-retired has worked well and it has given Valori and I a chance to 
volunteer at other recovery venues throughout the West Coast. I just want you all to know how much Valori 
and I have appreciated your support and prayers over the last thirty-one years. Please be praying the God will 
bring someone for us to mentor into the leadership role for our recovery ministries. I know God has good plans 
for us and will be with us every step of the way.  

 

Be Blessed,  

 

 

Pastor Dale Marsh 
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SUE O’HANLON 
HOPE COUNSELING MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 

Our God Is Amazing! In Isaiah 61:18 (paraphrased) Isaiah says, 
 

“The spirit of the Lord is on me, 
The Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted, 
To bind up the broken hearted, 
To proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners.” 

 
At Hope Counseling Ministries we have the privilege of sharing in this work! As we all know, Life Can Be Hard! 
Whether it is struggling with anxiety or depression, parenting or adolescence, grief or trauma, we are here to help.  
 
We are staffed with professional therapists that are licensed by the state of California. Our staff consists of: 
 Sue O’Hanlon, Marriage and Family Therapist & Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor  
 Amy Hayse, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist  
 Stephanie Fowler, Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
 Kristin Walburn, Associate Marriage and Family Therapist 
 All of these licenses are similar and allow us to practice clinical psychotherapy. Associate Marriage and Family 
Therapist (formerly called Interns) work under the clinical supervision for 3,000 hours of supervised counseling 
before they can test for state licensure.  
 
We work with people of all ages, including individuals, couples and families. We also offer a grief support group 
called GriefShare, for those grieving the death of family or friends. This group is run by Brien Hatch. Brien is 
uniquely gifted to run this group with his gentle and compassionate ways of creating a safe place to walk through 
this hard part of life. 
 
For our youngest clients we have a wonderfully equipped play therapy room. Since play is a child’s language, this 
is a great place for kids to feel safe and begin to explore the struggles they are experiencing. Our therapists are 
very effective at building trust with children, allowing them to grow and overcome their difficulties. We are very 
clear that children are given to their parents and we always work to strengthen that relationship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For couples and families, each of our therapists is highly trained in Emotionally Focused Therapy. This is a highly 
researched and effective therapy, and we have had the privilege of seeing many couples rekindle their love and 
build strong, healthy marriages and families. We stand in awe as we watch God move in this work! 
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Pictured: Amy Hayse, Sue O’Hanlon,  

Kristin Walburn & Stephanie Fowler 

One of the unique things we can do is to help with struggles in faith. All of our counselors have a Christian world view, 
and although we are happy to work with people from other faiths or no faith at all, and issues of faith are only 
addressed with permission, we do have specialized training in working with those who struggle with their faith. With 
Christians, our life issues often impact our faith. One of the most powerful modalities we use is called Theophostic 
Prayer Ministry (aka Transformational Prayer Ministry). This prayer ministry helps people challenge their false beliefs 
and to hear God’s truth about those beliefs. This is a truly amazing ministry and we have seen God do miraculous things 
in people’s lives. 
 
Our therapists are also trained in EMDR and Brainspotting, two other interventions that are highly effective at dealing 
with trauma. All of our trauma interventions can help with both adult trauma and complex childhood trauma that has 
been pushed down for years. 
 
Hope Counseling does not happen in isolation. We are so thankful for Theresa Swift and Kolleen Wells who support us 
with their work in the office, and Pam Thorne and her crew who keep us going with their custodian services. And I can’t 
imagine what we would do without Dick Bryce and Glen Miller to keep our building and grounds in good shape. Thank 
you all! But I especially want to thank the staff, the Church Leadership Team, and the church body for  your continual 
support. You all truly have helped my dream to come true, to offer quality Christian counseling in a church setting. 
 
In His Joy, 
 
 

Sue O’Hanlon 

GreifShare Facilitator, Brien Hatch and his horse, Prince 
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Committee Reports 
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Nazarene Missions International is the organization for mobilizing the local 
church in missions in the Church of the Nazarene.   
We are one people: Encouraging people to pray for all efforts of world 
evangelism, informing people of the world’s needs and what the church is 
doing to meet those needs, challenging children and youth to learn about and participate in the mission of 
the church, and raising funds for mission outreach.  
Here is how OroNaz participated in this mission:  

 
March 
• Welcomed new council members Christelle Burnette, Diane Seiple and Megan Reyes and new NMI President 

Joe McCoy 
• Sunday Morning Deputation Service with Bruce and Cinda McKellips – Updated us on the work in the Eurasia 

Region 
April 
• Received our Easter Offering for Syrian Earthquake Relief through Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (NCM): 

$2357 
• Delegates attended the District NMI Assembly “The Reunion” in Yuba City.  OroNaz received the “Four 

Continent Award” – for our involvement in missions in four continents.   
May 
• Honored Carl Hoffman, Becky Spafford and Steve Sebastian with a Distinguished Service Award, recognizing 

their service to our local church.   The funds for this award help to fund the Missionary Medical Plan.   
June 
• Spotlight on the ministry of World Mission Broadcast, $650 received to support WMB. 
August 
• Through Family Blast, promoted the district Children’s Bible Project.  $895 was raised, enough for 50 

interactive discipleship Bibles to be presented to the children of Mezcala, Mexico. 

JOE MCCOY 
NAZARENE MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL  

PRESIDENT 
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September 
• Spotlight on Crisis Care Kits – Great response from the congregation and 54 kits were delivered to the 

Sacramento NCM warehouse, ready to be deployed.   
October 
• Alabaster offering: Over $1500 received.  The Alabaster Offering provides funds for property and 

buildings around the world. This is the 75th anniversary year for the Alabaster Offering. 

• November 
• Sunday morning service with Dr. Bill and Marsha McCoy, encouraged us from Matthew 9:35-38 to look at 

the Condition of the Crowd, The Compassion of Christ, The Call to Labor and the Key to serving. 
• The Doris Libby Memorial Fund ($6775) allowed us to send a 20’ container to Kudjip Hospital in Papua New 

Guinea full of medical equipment.  The container arrived on the field in January.   
• Thanksgiving Offering: $1200 received to support the Global Food Security Fund through NCM. 
• This fiscal year, through a portion of your tithes, OroNaz has given over $35,000 to the World Evangelism 

Fund (WEF).  The WEF brings the message of Christ’s transformational love across the street and around the 
globe by supporting our missionaries and their work. 
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Coming Soon – Look for the new interactive Missions Information Center which will highlight one of our 
missionary families.   
 
Thank you to council members: Megan Reyes, Denise Libby, Rick Hook, Rita Englund, Diane Seiple, Melissa Miller, 
Susie McCoy and Christelle Burnette.  Anyone interested in participating in becoming more involved in our local 
NMI is welcome to come to our monthly meetings…watch for announcements for time and place. 
 
With Gratitude,  
 
 

Joe McCoy   
 
 
 

NMI helps DEVELOP MISSIONARIES. 
 

NMI assists in SENDING MISSIONARIES. 
  

NMI SUPPORTS MISSIONARIES 
 through prayer and giving. 

  
NMI EDUCATES INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS  

as to the work of Nazarene Missions. 
  

NMI WELCOMES AND HOSTS 
 missionaries when they return for home assignment. 

  
NMI helps EQUIP MISSIONARIES 
 to return to their field of service. 

  
NMI is the GLOBAL MISSIONS ADVOCATE 

 in every local church. 
  

NMI NURTURES THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS 
 in everyone. 
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The Bible has so much to say about our finances. This past year, the Finance Team has made it a priority to continue 
the bulletin’s Financial Connection to remind and teach how God has intended us to manage personal finances. The 
Finance Team at OroNaz; Pastor Travis Marshall, Kolleen Wells, Vern Englund, Ron O’Hanlon, and myself; follow these 
same biblical financial principles as we steward the finances of OroNaz. 
 
In the 2022/2023 fiscal year, we used $38,100 from savings to cover monthly operating expenses. In response, the 
Finance Team developed a different method for funding operations and ministries of the church for 2023/2024. Our 
budget has been divided into two primary categories: 
 

  
 

This style of budgeting has served OroNaz well this year. It has allowed for the fluctuations in monthly Tithes and 
Offerings (a high of $97,000 and a low of $36,500). When the month’s giving exceeded the “Essential” budgeted 
amount, Ministry/Other categories received a portion of the giving in their designated accounts. In addition, OroNaz 
did not have to dip into reserve savings at any point this year! To summarize the 2023/2024 year: 
  

 
 

Just as an individual is called to tithe to his/her church, OroNaz has made it a priority to give a portion of our tithes and 
offerings to the Nazarene denomination, called Shares for Others. For those of you who may be new to OroNaz, the 
Church of Nazarene denomination does not fund OroNaz operations. In other words, OroNaz not only funds our own 
local church operations, but also contributes to the operations of the global Church of the Nazarene! In this past 
year, our contribution to the Shares for Others included: $38,187 to the World Evangelism Fund in support of world-
wide missions, $15,542 to support Pensions and Benefits for Nazarene pastors, $15,884 to Point Loma Nazarene 

Essentials Ministries/Others 

These budgeted items are all known amounts that are 
paid every single month. 

These budgeted items are funded periodically; 
specifically when the Tithes and Offerings received 
exceeds the “Essentials” monthly amount  

These budgeted items include: 
• Pastor & Staff payroll 

• Utilities & Insurance 
• Office Operations 
• Shares for Others 

These budgeted items include: 
• All Ministry budgets 

• Facility Maintenance 
• Reserves/Savings 

 

2023/2024 Approved Annual Budget $711,650 (avg. $59,304 monthly) 

2023/2024 Received Tithes and Offerings $718,772 (avg. $59,898 monthly) 

2023/2024 Paid Expenses  $700,196 (avg. $58,350 monthly) 

JOEY MCCOY 
CHURCH TREASURER 
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University in educational support, and $27,629 to our Sacramento District Office to support district ministries. This  
amount of $97,242 represents 100% payment of our Shares for Others. 
 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught, “ ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 
vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.’ ”   (Matthew   6 : 19 - 21 ) The Finance Team has made it a priority to follow the financial teachings found throughout 
the Old and New Testaments. This verse asks the audience, what are your priorities? Are you building up your earthly 
possessions or are you investing into God’s kingdom? 
 
As I think about this teaching on one hand and OroNaz 24/25 budget on the other; I have to ask, what are the priorities 
of this next year’s budget? 
 
The Church Leadership Team (CLT) has adopted the OroNaz 2024-2025 annual budget of $751,364 (up $39,714).  This 
budget aims to keep expenses close to anticipated giving for the upcoming year, but it is a step of faith that requires 
commitment and consistency from the body. This budget makes an effort toward fair compensation for pastors and 
staff, continued care for the OroNaz campus, and increases Church Ministry budgets. OroNaz, the CLT, and the Finance 
Team look into the coming year with transparency, accountability, and stewardship in regards to our church’s finances 
and budget.  
 
Thank you, congregation, for your steadfast faithfulness and financial giving. Every dollar has a motive attached and we 
must seek to steward and manage the money and resources God continues to provide to our church. We cannot out 
give God, but we can join Him in His generosity.  
 
Faithfully,  
 
 

Joey McCoy  
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