“The Wise Man Built His
House...”

by Andy Baker

The popular children’s song depicts the familiar illustration from
Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:24-27 of the Sermon on the Mount. Two
men were building houses — a wise man and a foolish man. The
difference between them: One heard the teachings of Jesus and did
them, while the other heard them and did not do them (Matt. 7:24,
26). Consider for a moment the things that a truly wise man does in
building his spiritual house:

The wise man uses a solid foundation. Many things such as money,
fame, strength, and teachings of other wise men give the appearance
to be solid foundations (Jer. 9:23). However to this wise man, he
knows that there is but one foundation that will withstand the storms
of life and the storms of Judgment (Matt. 7:25). He knows that there is
“no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, Jesus
Christ” (I Cor. 3:11). As the authority of Christ is the foundation for this
astute individual (Col. 3:17), he also knows that slab repair will never
be necessary.

The wise man contemplates the furnishings of his house. Having
completed his project, what is left but to furnish the house? Our hero
reflects on the words of the psalmist, “| will behave wisely in a perfect
way...l will walk within my house with a perfect heart” (Psa. 101:2, 7).
Because he is wise, he considers well the harmful things that might
corrupt and defile his abode (I Thess. 5:21-22). Thus, he “thoroughly
furnishes” (Il Tim. 3:17 KJV) his house with that which is able to help
him walk in “good works” as a complete and mature man. Because
the wise man has so built his house, he has prepared himself to live
in this world, knowing his house is just a temporary dwelling. The
wise man looks anxiously for “a house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens” (Il Cor. 5:1-ff), knowing this is the place that the
Savior has prepared for him and is far better than any dwelling here
on this earth (John 14:1-4).
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!f_YQU are seeking a church home,. we hope that. you wiII.consider Carol Fletcher, Kari Johnstone, Sherry Miller, Rhonda Rogers,
joining with us. We are a growing congregation, dedicated to Ralph Malone, Eli Whipple, Kadee Jo Acosta, Diane Alexander,
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Announcements- John Chisley Opening prayer- David Reppond
Communion- Wayne Fowler Closing Prayer- Gary Harris
Sermon- Don Delukie
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Announcements- Wayne Fowler Opening prayer- Jerry McDonald Ross.

Communion- Rick Cook Closing Prayer- Arthur Binford

Sermon- Don DelLukie LET US THEREFORE
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Announcements '®

— Check the bulletin board in the foyer for local events and .

Gospel Meetings happening in our area. THAT WE MAY
OBTAIN MERCY AND

. . . . FIND GRACE TO HELP
—Question & Answer Series: Our next Question & Answer Series IN TIME OF NEED
will be when enough questions are collected. Give your questions to TR

Don bluechairblessing

—Children’s Home Collection: Our congregation is collecting items
for the Children’s Home in Paragould, AR. Collection boxes are by the
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