The Gift—Part 2 Devotions
Luke 2:1-20
Christmas Week 2025

Day 1:
The Gift That Changes Everything

Devotional

Christmas morning brings excitement as we unwrap gifts but imagine giving someone
a present they never opened. The anticipation, the love poured into choosing it, the
hope that it would bring joy—all wasted because it remained unopened. God gave
humanity the most precious gift imaginable: His Son Jesus. Yet like any gift, it holds
no value until it's received. Every day, people around the world encounter this gift.
Some tear into it with childlike wonder, overwhelmed by God's love. Others glance at
it and set it aside, too busy or distracted to see its worth. Still others reject it entirely,
viewing it as unnecessary or inconvenient. Your response to God's gift matters deeply
—mnot just to you, but to the heart of God Himself. When you truly receive Jesus,
heaven itself erupts in celebration. But when His gift is ignored or rejected, it grieves
the One who gave everything to offer it. Today, consider how you're responding to
God's gift. Are you still unwrapping new layers of His love? Are you sharing the joy
of what you've discovered? Or have you perhaps grown too familiar with this precious
gift, taking it for granted?

Bible Verse
'But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;

he is the Messiah, the Lord."" - Luke 2:10-11

Reflection Question
How has your response to God's gift of Jesus evolved over time, and what might be
preventing you from experiencing fresh wonder at His love today?

Quote
But like any gift, a gift is given, but it is of no consequence, no value, and has no
meaning to the recipient until it is received.

Prayer
Father, thank You for the incredible gift of Your Son. Help me never to take this
precious gift for granted. Open my heart to receive Jesus with fresh wonder and



gratitude each day. May my response bring joy to Your heart and glory to Your name.
Amen.

Day 2:
Choosing Heaven's Perspective

Devotional

Mary faced an impossible situation. A teenage girl, unmarried, suddenly pregnant in a
culture where this could mean death by stoning. Her community would whisper,
judge, and condemn. Fear and uncertainty surrounded her like storm clouds. Yet when
the angel appeared, Mary made a choice that changed everything: she chose to see her
circumstances through heaven's eyes rather than her community's perspective. "May
your word to me be fulfilled," she declared, surrendering her fears to God's greater
plan. How often do we face moments where we must choose between two
perspectives? The world tells us to protect ourselves, to play it safe, to worry about
what others think. But heaven whispers a different story—one of purpose, calling, and
divine faithfulness. Mary's surrender wasn't passive resignation; it was active faith.
She chose to trust that God's character and promises were more reliable than her
circumstances appeared. Her response teaches us that when God calls us to something
that seems impossible or frightening, we can choose faith over fear. We can believe
that heaven's perspective on our situation is more accurate than our community's
limited view.

Bible Verse
'And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior." - Luke 1:46-47

Reflection Question

In what area of your life are you currently choosing your community's perspective
over heaven's perspective, and what would it look like to surrender that situation to
God?

Quote

Heaven had a completely different perspective on their circumstance than their
community did. And they chose to live their life believing and living in heaven's
perspective rather than their community's perspective.

Prayer



Lord, like Mary, I want to choose Your perspective over the world's limited view. Give
me courage to surrender my fears and uncertainties to You. Help me trust in Your
character and faithfulness, even when I can't see the full picture. May Your will be
done in my life. Amen.

Day 3:
Faithful Obedience in the Dark

Devotional

Joseph woke up from a dream that would change his life forever. An angel had
spoken, giving him instructions that defied logic and social norms. Take Mary as your
wife. Raise this child who isn't biologically yours. Trust that this is God's plan. Joseph
could have dismissed it as just a dream, could have chosen the safer path of quietly
divorcing Mary. Instead, he demonstrated something beautiful: faithful obedience
even when the way forward seemed unclear. Joseph's response teaches us that God
often calls us to act on His word before we can see the full picture. We want
guarantees, detailed plans, and assurance that everything will work out perfectly. But
faith sometimes means taking the next step in obedience while the path ahead remains
shrouded in mystery. Joseph didn't have a roadmap for raising the Messiah. He simply
had God's word and chose to trust it. His faithful response became part of the greatest
story ever told. What is God asking you to do that requires faith rather than sight?
What step of obedience is He calling you to take, even though you can't see how it
will all work out? Like Joseph, you can choose to trust God's word and character,
knowing that faithful obedience in the dark often leads to incredible light.

Bible Verse
'When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and
took Mary home as his wife.' - Matthew 1:24

Reflection Question
What is one area where God is calling you to faithful obedience even though you can't
see the complete picture, and what's holding you back from taking that step?

Quote
Will you surrender to God's plan or not? Will you live faithfully based on God's word

and God's character and God's faithfulness to you or not?

Prayer



God, give me Joseph's heart of faithful obedience. When You speak to me through
Your word or Your Spirit, help me respond with trust rather than hesitation.
Strengthen my faith to take the next step even when the path ahead isn't clear. I choose
to trust Your character and Your plan. Amen.

Day 4:
From Worship to Witness

Devotional

The shepherds were society's outcasts—rough, unrefined, considered untrustworthy
by religious leaders. Yet God chose them to receive the first announcement of Jesus'
birth. When they encountered the Christ child, something extraordinary happened:
they couldn't contain what they had experienced. After worshiping Jesus, they became
His first evangelists, telling everyone they met about what they had seen and heard.
Their response reveals a beautiful truth: authentic encounters with Jesus naturally
overflow into witness. The shepherds didn't worry about their reputation or social
standing. They didn't question whether they were qualified to share this news. They
had met the Savior, and that changed everything. Their enthusiasm was contagious,
and everyone who heard them was amazed. Sometimes we think we need special
training or perfect lives before we can tell others about Jesus. But the shepherds
remind us that the most powerful witness is simply sharing what Jesus has done in our
lives. Their story wasn't polished or theological—it was personal and real. They had
been changed by the gospel, and they couldn't help but share that good news with
others. What has Jesus done in your life that's worth sharing? Like the shepherds, you
don't need to be perfect or have all the answers. You just need to be willing to tell
others about the Savior who has changed your life.

Bible Verse
"'When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child.' - Luke 2:17

Reflection Question
Who in your life needs to hear about what Jesus has done for you, and what's
preventing you from sharing your story with them?

Quote

The shepherds, in whatever circumstance they might have been in, didn't care about
their position, their standing in the community at that time, because they had been
changed by the message of the gospel.



Prayer

Lord, give me the shepherds' heart of worship and witness. Help me never to be
ashamed of what You've done in my life. Make me bold to share the good news of
Jesus with others, knowing that people still need to hear that the Savior has come. Use
my story to point others to You. Amen.

Day 5:
Your Unique Calling

Devotional

Throughout the Christmas story, we see different people responding to God's gift in
their own unique ways. Mary surrendered with trust. Joseph obeyed with faithfulness.
The shepherds worshiped and witnessed. Each response was different, yet each was
exactly what God called them to do in that moment. This reveals something profound
about how God works: He has a unique calling for each of us that has never been done
before in quite the same way and will never be repeated when we're gone. You might
look at others and think their calling seems more important or exciting than yours. But
God has specifically equipped and positioned you for something that only you can do.
Your background, your experiences, your personality, your circumstances—all of
these combine to create a unique platform for God's work in and through your life.
The question isn't whether you're called to do something great for God. The question
is whether you'll respond to the specific calling He has placed on your life. Will you
let fear and uncertainty have the final word, or will you choose to let faith in God
determine your response? Your calling might not look like anyone else's, but it's
exactly what the world needs from you. God is waiting for your response to His gift
and His calling. What will it be?

Bible Verse
'When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him." -
Matthew 2:3

Reflection Question
What unique calling or purpose do you sense God has placed on your life, and what

would it look like to respond with faith rather than fear?

Quote



What God has called you to do has never been done before the way that you have
been called and equipped by God to do it. And when you're gone, it'll never be done
that way again.

Prayer

Father, thank You for creating me with a unique purpose and calling. Help me to see
myself through Your eyes and to embrace the specific work You have for me to do.
Give me courage to step into Your calling with faith, knowing that You have equipped
me for this moment. May my response bring glory to Your name. Amen.



