
Matthew 5:7 Devotions

Kingdom Character—Mercy 

Day 1:
Running to the Right Place

Devotional
Have you ever noticed how when we mess up or face difficult times, our first 
instinct is often to hide? Like Adam and Eve in the garden, we tend to run 
away from the very One who can help us most. It's a strange human tendency 
- when we're hurting, struggling, or have fallen short, we distance ourselves 
from God instead of drawing near to Him. Maybe it's shame that keeps us 
away. Perhaps we think we need to clean ourselves up first before 
approaching Him. But here's the beautiful truth: God's presence is exactly 
where we find everything we need. In His presence, we discover answers to 
our deepest longings and healing for our greatest hurts. Think about a time 
when you were lost as a child. Your instinct wasn't to run further away from 
your parents - it was to find them as quickly as possible. They represented 
safety, comfort, and the solution to your problem. God desires to be that safe 
place for us as adults. When life gets overwhelming, when guilt weighs heavy, 
or when circumstances seem impossible, remember that God isn't waiting for 
you to have it all together. He's waiting with open arms, ready to provide 
exactly what you need. The very thing you're searching for - peace, 
forgiveness, hope, direction - is found in His presence.

Bible Verse
'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those 
who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.' - Matthew 5:1-12

Reflection Question
What situations or emotions typically cause you to pull away from God, and 
how might your life change if you chose to run toward Him instead of away 
from Him in those moments?



Quote 
Most often what we do is run away from the one that we need to run to. We 
run away from the one that we need to run to where we're looking for 
answers, we're hurting.

Prayer
Father, help me recognize when I'm running in the wrong direction. When I'm 
hurting, ashamed, or overwhelmed, remind me that You are my safe place. 
Give me the courage to turn toward You instead of away from You, knowing 
that in Your presence I will find everything I need. Amen.

Day 2:
The Heart Behind the Mercy

Devotional
Understanding mercy begins with understanding the heart behind it. God 
doesn't extend mercy to us because He has to, or because it's simply His job 
as God. Mercy flows from His deep, personal love for each of us. Every act of 
forgiveness, every moment of patience, every second chance comes from a 
Father's heart that genuinely cares about His children. When we grasp this 
truth, it changes everything about how we view our relationship with God. 
We're not dealing with a distant judge reluctantly offering clemency. We're 
embraced by a loving Father who delights in showing mercy because He 
delights in us. Think about how this plays out in human relationships. When 
someone you love makes a mistake, your response comes from your heart 
toward them. If you truly love them, mercy feels natural, even joyful to give. 
You want to restore the relationship because you value the person. This is 
exactly how God feels about you. His mercy isn't grudging or limited. It's 
abundant and eager because His love for you is abundant and eager. When 
you mess up, His first thought isn't punishment - it's restoration. When you're 
struggling, His desire isn't to lecture you - it's to help you. Knowing that God's 
mercy comes from His love should give us incredible confidence to approach 
Him. We don't have to wonder if He'll be merciful today - His love guarantees 
it.

Bible Verse
'And his mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.' 
- Luke 1:50



Reflection Question
How does knowing that God's mercy flows from His love for you personally 
change the way you approach Him when you've failed or are struggling?

Quote 
He does what he does because he loves you and me. He loves us.

Prayer
Lord, thank You that Your mercy isn't just duty - it's love in action. Help me to 
truly believe that You delight in showing me mercy because You delight in me. 
Let this truth transform how I see myself and how I relate to You. Amen.

Day 3:
Mercy in Action

Devotional
Mercy is one of those concepts that can feel abstract until we see it in action. 
Like love, mercy is best understood when it's displayed, when it moves from 
theory to practice, from one person to another. Jesus was the master of 
putting mercy on display in ways that transformed lives. Consider the lepers 
Jesus encountered - people who hadn't felt human touch in years, who were 
considered unclean and untouchable by society. When Jesus reached out and 
touched them, He wasn't just healing their disease; He was demonstrating 
what mercy looks like. He was showing that no one is beyond the reach of 
God's compassion. Or think about His patience with the disciples. These men 
constantly misunderstood Him, argued about who was greatest, and even 
denied knowing Him in His darkest hour. Yet Jesus continued to love them, 
teach them, and believe in them. His mercy toward them equipped them to 
later extend that same mercy to others. This is how mercy works - it's 
contagious. When we experience genuine mercy, it changes us from the 
inside out. We become people who naturally extend mercy to others because 
we've been so deeply touched by it ourselves. Every day presents 
opportunities to put mercy on display. Maybe it's patience with a difficult 
coworker, forgiveness for a family member who hurt you, or compassion for 
someone society has written off. When we show mercy, we're not just helping 
others - we're revealing what God is like.

Bible Verse



'Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so 
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
receive from God.' - 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Reflection Question
Who in your life needs to experience mercy through your actions, and what 
would it look like for you to be God's hands and feet in showing them His 
compassion?

Quote 
Like love, mercy is best understood when it is on display, when it is put into 
practice, when it is given from one person to another.

Prayer
God, You have shown me incredible mercy. Help me to be a living 
demonstration of Your mercy to others. Open my eyes to see opportunities to 
extend compassion, and give me the courage to act on them. Use me to 
reveal Your heart to a world that desperately needs to see it. Amen.

Day 4:
The Beautiful Cycle of Blessing

Devotional
There's a beautiful principle woven throughout Scripture: the more merciful we 
are, the more God lavishes us with mercy. This isn't a transaction or a way to 
earn God's favor - it's simply how His kingdom works. When we align our 
hearts with His heart of mercy, we position ourselves to receive more of what 
He loves to give. Think of it like a river. When we show mercy to others, we're 
not depleting our supply - we're creating channels for God's mercy to flow 
through us and back to us. The more we give, the more we receive, because 
God delights in blessing those who reflect His character. This principle 
challenges our natural tendency to hoard mercy, to be selective about who 
deserves our compassion. Instead, God invites us to be generous with mercy, 
knowing that He will be even more generous with us in return. It's a cycle of 
blessing that benefits everyone involved. But here's what makes this even 
more beautiful: God is blessed every time He gets to extend mercy. When 
someone asks for mercy, there is rejoicing in heaven. This means that when 



we create opportunities for others to experience mercy, we're not just blessing 
them - we're giving God joy. As followers of Christ, we have the incredible 
privilege of participating in this divine cycle. We get to be conduits of God's 
mercy, experiencing the joy of both giving and receiving His compassion. The 
more we embrace this calling, the more we'll discover just how rich and 
abundant God's mercy truly is.

Bible Verse
'But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you 
have been saved.' - Ephesians 2:1-7

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life could you be more intentionally merciful, and how 
might embracing this calling change both your relationships and your own 
experience of God's mercy?

Quote 
The more that you are merciful, the more that God will lavish you. The more 
that you are determined to be merciful in the world that you live with the life 
that you have, the more that God will bless you with mercy.

Prayer
Father, thank You for the beautiful cycle of mercy You've created. Help me to 
be generous in showing mercy to others, trusting that You will be even more 
generous with me. Show me opportunities to participate in this divine cycle, 
and fill me with joy as I reflect Your merciful heart to the world. Amen.

Day 5:
Leaving Wells of Life

Devotional
In a world that often lacks compassion, we have the opportunity to leave wells 
of mercy for others to discover in their difficult moments. Just as travelers in 
the desert desperately need to find water, people around us are desperately 
searching for signs of hope, kindness, and grace. When we choose mercy 
over judgment, patience over frustration, and compassion over indifference, 
we're digging wells that others will find when they need them most. That 
coworker going through a divorce, that neighbor struggling with addiction, that 



family member dealing with depression - they're all wandering through desert 
seasons, looking for refreshment. God has positioned you exactly where you 
are to be a well of life for someone else. The mercy you show today might be 
the very thing that keeps someone going tomorrow. Your act of kindness could 
be the moment someone realizes that God hasn't forgotten them. This calling 
isn't always easy. Sometimes showing mercy requires us to do difficult things, 
to extend grace when we'd rather withhold it, to love when it's costly. But 
remember that even in those challenging moments, you're creating something 
beautiful - a source of life that will sustain others long after you've moved on. 
As you go through your days, ask God to help you see the opportunities to 
leave wells of mercy. Whether it's a kind word, a helping hand, or simply 
choosing not to retaliate when wronged, you have the power to create oases 
of hope in a thirsty world.

Bible Verse
'He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.' - 
Micah 6:6-8

Reflection Question
What 'wells of mercy' could you intentionally create this week that might 
provide life and hope for someone who desperately needs to experience 
God's compassion?

Quote 
As you go through the difficult times and God asks you to do the difficult 
things. Do it because in that you will leave a well of life for somebody else.

Prayer
Lord, use me to leave wells of mercy wherever I go. Help me to see beyond 
my own needs and circumstances to the thirsty souls around me. Give me the 
strength to show mercy even when it's difficult, knowing that through me, 
You're providing life-giving water to those who need it most. Amen.


