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Day 1:
The Heart Behind the Actions

Devotional
Have you ever wondered how Judas could walk so closely with Jesus for 
three years, yet still betray Him? The other disciples were shocked when 
Jesus announced one would betray Him because Judas looked just like them 
on the outside. He participated in ministry, witnessed miracles, and appeared 
committed to the cause. This reveals a sobering truth: proximity to Jesus 
doesn't guarantee a right relationship with Him. You can attend church 
regularly, serve in ministry, and even do good works, yet still have a heart 
that's far from God. What matters isn't just what we do, but the condition of 
our hearts while we're doing it. Judas's greatest deception wasn't fooling the 
other disciples - it was deceiving himself. He convinced himself that his 
outward actions were enough, that going through the motions equaled 
genuine faith. But God sees beyond our religious activities straight into our 
hearts. The encouraging news is that God isn't looking for perfect people - 
He's looking for honest ones. He desires hearts that are willing to 
acknowledge their need for Him, not hearts that pretend to have it all together. 
When we stop focusing on appearing spiritual and start being authentic about 
our struggles and need for grace, that's when real transformation begins. 
Today, let's examine not just what we're doing for God, but why we're doing it. 
Is it from a heart of genuine love and surrender, or are we simply going 
through familiar motions?
 
Bible Verse
'And while they were eating, he said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray 
me."' - Matthew 26:21

Reflection Question
What motivates your spiritual activities - genuine love for Jesus or the desire 
to appear faithful to others?

Quote 



Just because you're present doesn't mean you're right with Jesus. Just 
because you're willing to get your hands dirty in doing things that we call 
ministry doesn't mean that you're right with the Lord. It's a heart condition.

Prayer
Lord, search my heart and reveal any areas where I'm going through religious 
motions without genuine surrender. Help me to be authentic with You about 
my struggles and need for Your grace. Transform my heart from the inside out.

Day 2:
The Difference Between Rabbi and Lord

Devotional
When Jesus revealed that one disciple would betray Him, each one asked, 
"Surely not I, Lord?" - except Judas. He asked, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" This 
small difference in address reveals a massive difference in relationship. The 
eleven disciples recognized Jesus as Lord - the one with ultimate authority 
over their lives. Judas saw Him merely as Rabbi - a teacher worth learning 
from but not necessarily obeying. This distinction still matters today. Many 
people are comfortable calling Jesus a good teacher, a wise man, or even 
acknowledging His divinity, but they stop short of surrendering to His lordship. 
Here's the truth: Jesus cannot be your Savior if He's not your Lord. These 
roles are inseparable. You can't pick and choose which parts of Jesus you 
want while rejecting His authority over your life. He's either Lord of all, or He's 
not Lord at all. Submitting to Jesus as Lord means more than intellectual 
agreement - it means practical obedience. It means allowing Him to have the 
final say in your decisions, relationships, finances, and future plans. It means 
trusting His wisdom even when it conflicts with your preferences. The beautiful 
truth is that Jesus's lordship isn't burdensome - it's liberating. When we stop 
trying to be the lord of our own lives and surrender that role to Him, we find 
the peace and purpose we've been searching for. His plans for us are always 
better than our own.

Bible Verse
'They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely you 
don't mean me, Lord?"' - Matthew 26:22

Reflection Question



In what areas of your life are you treating Jesus as a teacher to learn from 
rather than as Lord to obey?
Quote 
And I believe that many in the church today, sadly not just churches far, far 
away, will call Jesus a good teacher, a good man. They may even call him 
God, but you refuse to call Him Lord. And if you refuse to call him Lord, you 
can't call him Savior either because he is both or neither for you.

Prayer
Jesus, I acknowledge You not just as my teacher, but as my Lord. Help me 
surrender every area of my life to Your authority. Show me where I've been 
holding back and give me the courage to trust Your lordship completely.

Day 3:
The Heart God Desires

Devotional
What does God really want from us? Perfect attendance? Flawless behavior? 
Impressive spiritual achievements? While these things aren't wrong, they miss 
what God truly desires: a broken and contrite heart. A broken heart isn't about 
being emotionally devastated - it's about being honest about our sin and our 
need for God. It's the opposite of pride and self-righteousness. When our 
hearts are broken over our sin, we stop making excuses and start taking 
responsibility. We stop comparing ourselves to others and start measuring 
ourselves against God's holiness. A contrite heart goes hand in hand with 
brokenness. It's a heart that's genuinely sorry for sin and willing to turn away 
from it. It's not just feeling bad about getting caught or facing consequences - 
it's genuine grief over how our sin affects our relationship with God and 
others. This might sound discouraging, but it's actually the most hopeful news 
possible. God isn't waiting for you to clean up your act before you come to 
Him. He's waiting for you to come honestly, acknowledging your mess and 
your need for His grace. When you do, He promises to meet you with 
forgiveness, cleansing, and transformation. The enemy wants you to believe 
that your sin disqualifies you from God's love. But the truth is, acknowledging 
your sin with a broken and contrite heart is exactly what qualifies you for His 
amazing grace.

Bible Verse



'While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."' - 
Matthew 26:26

Reflection Question
When was the last time you came before God with genuine brokenness over 
your sin rather than trying to justify or minimize it?

Quote 
God is pleased with a right and contrite and repentant heart. That's what God 
wants.

Prayer
Father, break my heart over the things that break Yours. Help me see my sin 
as You see it and give me a genuinely contrite heart that turns away from what 
grieves You. Thank You for Your grace that meets me in my brokenness.

Day 4:
The Power of the Blood

Devotional
There's something powerful about blood that we often overlook in our 
sanitized, modern world. In biblical times, people understood that blood 
represented life itself. When the Bible speaks of Jesus's blood, it's not just 
referring to a physical substance - it's pointing to the very life of God poured 
out for us. Without the shedding of blood, there can be no forgiveness of sin. 
This isn't arbitrary - it reflects the serious cost of dealing with sin. Our 
wrongdoing creates a debt that must be paid, a stain that must be cleansed, a 
separation that must be bridged. Only the perfect life of Jesus, willingly given, 
could accomplish this. When Jesus shed His blood on the cross, He wasn't 
just dying - He was purchasing our freedom. Every drop represented His love 
for you personally. The blood that flowed from His wounds has the power to 
wash away every sin, cleanse every stain, and restore every broken 
relationship with God. This sacrifice was complete and sufficient. It never 
needs to be repeated because what Jesus did was more than enough. His 
blood doesn't just cover our sin - it removes it completely, making us as clean 
as if we had never sinned at all. For everyone who comes to God broken and 
battered by sin, the blood of Jesus offers complete restoration. What was 
stained becomes spotless. What was ruined becomes beautiful. What was 



separated becomes reconciled. This is the incredible power available to 
anyone who believes.

Bible Verse
'In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.' - Hebrews 9:22

Reflection Question
How does understanding the cost of your forgiveness - Jesus's blood - change 
the way you view both your sin and God's love?

Quote 
Without the shedding of blood, the forgiveness of sin is impossible.

Prayer
Jesus, thank You for shedding Your blood for me. Help me never take this 
sacrifice for granted. Let the reality of what You paid for my freedom transform 
how I live each day. Wash me clean and make me new.

Day 5:
Choosing Victory

Devotional
The cross wasn't just about paying for our sins - it was about giving us victory. 
Through His death and resurrection, Jesus didn't just forgive us; He 
empowered us to live differently. The same power that raised Christ from the 
dead is available to help us overcome sin, fear, and every obstacle we face. 
But here's the key: we have to choose to position ourselves under this victory. 
God won't force transformation on us. We must submissively place ourselves 
under Christ's authority and power, allowing Him to work in and through us. 
This means being diligent to guard our hearts and minds. It means staying 
sensitive to the Holy Spirit's work in our lives. It means choosing daily to 
surrender our will to His, trusting that His way is always better than our own. 
The victory is already won, but we must choose to walk in it. When temptation 
comes, we can choose to rely on Christ's strength rather than our own 
willpower. When fear threatens, we can choose to trust in His promises rather 
than our circumstances. When sin beckons, we can choose to remember who 
we are in Christ and live accordingly. This isn't about perfection - it's about 
direction. Every day, we get to choose whether we'll live in the victory Christ 



has provided or struggle in our own strength. The choice is ours, but the 
power is His. What an incredible gift we've been given!

Bible Verse
'From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. About 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?" (which means "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?")' - Matthew 27:46

Reflection Question
What specific area of your life do you need to more fully surrender to Christ's 
victory rather than trying to handle it in your own strength?

Quote 
Jesus through the cross has given us the victory that we so desperately need. 
And all we have to do is choose to put ourselves in that victory and 
underneath it submissively, so that Christ can be honored and glorified.

Prayer
Lord, thank You for the victory You've won for me through the cross. Help me 
to daily choose to position myself under Your authority and power. Guard my 
heart and mind, and keep me sensitive to Your Spirit's leading in my life.


