
Grace Leadership Training

Class 4  Hermeneutics 


Introduction


Definition and Scope


What is Hermeneutics? 


Definition:


Its Foundation: 


Its Goal:


The Bible: What is it? 


Does it really matter? 


A. _____________ of Hermeneutics


B. Its essential value and ____________


C. A Life-Changing / Fortifying __________


Presuppositions 


 

the Interpretive Journey (30,000 ft.) 

Step 1 - Grasping the Text in Their Town


Step 2 - Measuring the Width of the River to Cross


Step 3 - Crossing the Principlizing Bridge 


Step 4 - Grasping the Text in our Town 


Grasping God’s Word, J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays


The Need for Hermeneutics


Primary Need


“Upon the correct interpretation of the Bible, rests our doctrine of salvation, of sanctification, 
of eschatology, and of Christian living. It is our solemn responsibility to know what God has 
said with reference to each of these. This can be done only if we have carefully, thoroughly, 
and systematically formulated that system of biblical interpretation which will yield most 
readily the native meaning of the Bible” (Ramm, 2).
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Secondary Needs


1. Gaps / Differences 

1. Language 

2. Culture 

3. Time  

4. Geography 

5. Literary 


2. Scripture and Its Form 

3. Individual Study and Personal Growth  

The Big Picture Process   
D. Traditional: Observation, Interpretation, Application/Implementation 

E. Analysis, Synthesis … 

F. Dr. Goepfrich: ACTS 


1. Ask Questions - What does it _______? 

2. Compose your thoughts - What does it ________? 

3. Test your conclusions - what have I ________? 

4. Submit to God’s Word - respond. 


Meaning


Definition: That which the author wished to convey to the original audience by using 
appropriate signs. 


Where is meaning found? Who controls it?

“A valid interpretation must be consistent with the historical-cultural context” (Duvall and Hays 
99). 

A text cannot mean what it could not have meant to its original audience in their original 
historical and cultural setting.

Three Key rules of Interpretation  
1. The text means what the author ______  it to mean (authorial intent) 

2. The text means what it _____  (read it normally)

3. The text ________  mean what it could not have __________  meant (contexts)  


At Issue: Communication  

Single Meaning or multiple meaning?
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Option 1: meaning is controlled by the author (authorial intent). There is one meaning. 


Option 2: Meaning is controlled by the reader (reader response). There are many meanings. 


Examples  
Genesis 1:27-30

Genesis 2:16-17 

2 Chron. 7:14 


The Central Issue: Authority 


Contemporary Hermeneutical Approaches 


Postmodern Hermeneutic


Trajectory / Redemptive Hermeneutic 


Allegorical Hermeneutic


Spiritualization / Mystic Hermeneutic


Tradition / Historical  / Canonical Hermeneutic


Genre / Literary Form Hermeneutic


Complementary Hermeneutic


Personal Hermeneutic


Theological Hermeneutic 


Literal / Normal Hermeneutic
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Literal/Normal Hermeneutics 


Originalism 


We seek to interpret Scripture according to the ________ _______ that correspond to the 
way we ___________ any written document.  


The literal interpretation of a text is the _________ that is derived from the author’s 
________ determined within the original __________.


Inventions or Descriptions? 


Hermeneutical Pillars


1. Grammatical 


2. Historical 


3. Cultural 


4. Contextual 


5. Cannonical
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Home Work: Find 30 observations in Acts 1:8.
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