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I	have	come	to	set	the	world	on	fire,	and	I	wish	it	were
already	burning!	I	have	a	terrible	baptism	of	suffering
ahead	of	me,	and	I	am	under	a	heavy	burden	until	it	is
accomplished.	Do	you	think	I	have	come	to	bring	peace
to	the	earth?	No,	I	have	come	to	divide	people	against
each	other!	From	now	on	families	will	be	split	apart,
three	in	favor	of	me,	and	two	against—or	two	in	favor
and	three	against.	‘Father	will	be	divided	against	son	and
son	against	father;	mother	against	daughter	and
daughter	against	mother;	and	mother-in-law	against
daughter-in-law	and	daughter-in-law	against	mother-in-
law.’”

—Luke	12:49-53	(NLT)

What	Was	Jesus	Talking	About?

1.	Jesus’	Kingdom	Is	All	Consuming.

I	have	come	to	set	the	world	on	fire,	and	I	wish	it
were	already	burning!

—Luke	12:49	(NLT)

2.	Jesus’	Kingdom	Is	Costly.

	I	have	a	terrible	baptism	of	suffering	ahead	of	me,
and	I	am	under	a	heavy	burden	until	it	is
accomplished.

—Luke	12:50	(NLT)

Your	cup	is	filled	to	the	brim	with	distress	and
desolation…	You	will	drain	that	cup	of	terror	to	the
very	bottom.

—Ezekiel	23:33-34	(NLT)

See,	I	have	taken	the	terrible	cup	from	your	hands.
You	will	drink	no	more	of	my	fury.

—Isaiah	51:22	(NLT)

Then	he	said	to	the	crowd,	“If	any	of	you	wants	to
be	my	follower,	you	must	give	up	your	own	way,
take	up	your	cross	daily,	and	follow	me.



—Luke	9:23	(NLT)

3.	Jesus’	Kingdom	Is	Controversial.

	Do	you	think	I	came	to	bring	peace	on	earth?	No,
I	tell	you,	but	division.		From	now	on	there	will	be
five	in	one	family	divided	against	each	other,	three
against	two	and	two	against	three.		They	will	be
divided,	father	against	son	and	son	against	father,
mother	against	daughter	and	daughter	against
mother,	mother-in-law	against	daughter-in-law	and
daughter-in-law	against	mother-in-law.”

—Luke	12:51-53	(NLT)

Always	be	ready	to	answer	everyone	who	asks	you
to	explain	about	the	hope	you	have,	but	answer	in	a
gentle	way	and	with	respect.

—1	Peter	3:15-16	(NLT)

And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,
“Look!	God’s	dwelling	place	is	now	among	the
people,	and	he	will	dwell	with	them.	They	will	be
his	people,	and	God	himself	will	be	with	them	and
be	their	God.		‘He	will	wipe	every	tear	from	their
eyes.	There	will	be	no	more	death’	or	mourning	or
crying	or	pain,	for	the	old	order	of	things	has
passed	away.”	He	who	was	seated	on	the	throne
said,	“I	am	making	everything	new!”

—Revelation	21:3-5	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	the
image	you	project	to	the	people	of	this	world	who	do	not
claim	to	follow	Jesus.	Would	they	describe	your	dealings
with	them	as	gentle	and	respectful?	And	if	not,	why	not?
And	what	will	you	do	about	it?


