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Jesus	knew	that	the	Father	had	put	all	things	under	his



power	and	that	he	had	come	from	God	and	was	returning
to	God;	so…

—John	13:3-4	(NIV)

Marks	Of	Jesus’	Kingdom

1.	It’s	Already	But	Not	Yet.

It	gives	your	Father	great	happiness	to	give	you	the
Kingdom.

—Luke	12:32	(NLT)

2.	It’s	A	New	Character	Arc.

Be	dressed	for	service	and	keep	your	lamps
burning,	as	though	you	were	waiting	for	your
master	to	return	from	the	wedding	feast.	Then	you
will	be	ready	to	open	the	door	and	let	him	in	the
moment	he	arrives	and	knocks.

—Like	12:35-36	(NLT)

We	will	lovingly	follow	the	truth	at	all	times—
speaking	truly,	dealing	truly,	living	truly—	and	so
become	more	and	more	in	every	way	like	Christ.

—Ephesians	4:15	(NLT)

Mostly	what	God	does	is	love	you.	Keep	company
with	him	and	learn	a	life	of	love.	Observe	how
Christ	loved	us.	His	love	was	not	cautious	but
extravagant.	He	didn’t	love	in	order	to	get
something	from	us	but	to	give	everything	of	himself
to	us.	Love	like	that.

—Ephesians	5:2	(MES)

3.	It’s	A	Whole	New	Life.

This	means	that	anyone	who	belongs	to	Christ	has
become	a	new	person.	The	old	life	is	gone;	a	new
life	has	begun!

—2	Corinthians	5:17	(NLT)

	The	servants	who	are	ready	and	waiting	for	his



return	will	be	rewarded.	I	tell	you	the	truth,	he
himself	will	seat	them,	gird	himself	for	service,	and
serve	them	as	they	sit	and	eat…	whenever	he
comes,	he	will	reward	the	servants	who	are	ready.

—Luke	12:37	(NLT)

What	if	the	servant	thinks,	‘My	master	won’t	be
back	for	a	while,’	and	he	begins	beating	the	other
servants,	partying,	and	getting	drunk?	The	master
will	return	unannounced	and	unexpected,	and	he
will	cut	the	servant	in	pieces	and	banish	him	with
the	unfaithful.

—Luke	12:45-46	(NLT)

After	the	sun	went	down	and	darkness	fell,	Abram
saw	a	smoking	firepot	and	a	flaming	torch	pass
between	the	halves	of	the	carcasses.	So	the	Lord
made	a	covenant	with	Abram	that	day.

—Genesis	15:17-18	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	it	means	to	gird
yourself	for	service.	And	ask	yourself	how	you	define	true
greatness	in	this	life?	Does	it	look	like	Jesus’	example?	Does
your	life	look	like	Jesus’	example?


