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How Money Mak.es Us Wor'r'y—
No Matter How Much We Have (or havent) Got

By: Ed &/or Judy Gardner \;i

Auaue’r 2/3, 2025

When you read the Bible ask yourselk i there's anything you're reading where God is
speakin@ to you Persona\ly... any’rhina that you need to start applyinﬂ in your own ife.
Then try to reflect on what you read. what you heard from God thiroughout the day
and we know you'll be blessed

bt These are EXTREMELY rough drafts so if you see typos.. well yuo knew the rest :0) These are essentiolly the
romblings of thoughts running thirough Ed or Judy's mind the week before Ed teaches a lesson oh these concepts.
They are pretty much how Ed gets ready For the weekends. They are not necessarily coherent so it they don't
make much sehse.. sorry adbout that.

bt Also these devotionals are the Produc+ of both Jud\/ & Eds experiences and education. Figuring out
which are from Judy aond which are from Ed (sometimes both are contained in a single da\/) is half the

Fun.

You can dlso get these devotionals on Riverside's Facebook page (www.Facebook.com/EagleRiverside).
You don't have to have a FB account to read them but i you do have an account it you 'like' the

Page 1 of 9



http://www.facebook.com/eagleriverside

Monday Reflection: This week we're going to spend some time looking at the other
side of the coin when it comes to worrying about money. Last weekend we talked about the
parable of the rich fool. That story is pretty important for us to remember as we get ready to
jump into this next part of Jesus’ teaching on money worries.

If you were at church last weekend (or if you read last week’s reflections) you might
remember how the parable of the rich fool goes. Jesus is teaching a huge mob of people. He’s
talking about eternal life, the Kingdom of God and all that other good stuff He spent so much
time telling us about. While He's in the midst of his lesson some guy interrupts and asks Jesus
to mediate a probate dispute between he and his brother:

Theh someohe called from the crowd, 'Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our Father's
estate with me" Luke 1213 (NLT)

Wow. Money can really blind us to what’s appropriate and what’s not. So what's going on
here? Well Jesus’ main audience in the first century was the poor and the dispossessed. There
weren’t a lot of wealthy people who flocked to follow Him. This guy asking Jesus to be the
mediator between him and his brother would have been different. This guy had money- it
was currently tied up in probate but he had money. So Jesus tells a story about a rich fool.
This rich fool has a fertile farm that produces a huge surplus of crops one year and so the quy
starts having an inner monologue (a one person staff meeting of sorts):

He said to himself, 'What should | do? | dont have room For all my crops’ Then he soid, I
knowl 1l tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then Il have room enocugh to store all my
wheat and other goods.  And 1Nl sit back and say to myselﬁ, My LFriend, you have enough
stored away For years to come. Now take it ea;yl. Eat, drink, and be merr‘y!"’

Luke 1247-9 (NLT)

This guy has more than he needs but instead of thanking God for this windfall he takes all the
credit for himself and doesnt consider using some of his windfall to bless others with less
than he has or to give part of it back to God’s Kingdom. He is the original bellybutton gazer.
Nobody else really exists in his world- not even God. Everyone else is just bit players in the
movie of his life- including God. The punchline of the story (if you want to call it that) is that
the guy has no idea that his ticket is getting punched later than evening:

But God said to him 'You Fool You wil die this very hight. Then who will get everything you
worked For? Luke 1220 (NLT)

When | was little I'd hear this story in church and think that God killed the quy because he
kept all his money to himself. But that’s not what’s going on here. It was just the guy’s time
and God knew it. The reason this made the rich man a fool is because he invested only in this
life and ignored the next one- and the next one will last for eternity instead of 80 years (give
or take). And so Jesus finishes the story with this advice for all of us:

This is how it wil be with whoever stores up +hina<; For themselves but is not rich toward
God" Luke 1221 (NIV)

So that’s Jesus’ advice about money to people who have a lot of it. | wonder what his advice
would be for those who struggle with making enough money and they’re living paycheck to
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paycheck and barely getting by (or not getting by at all)? What advice might Jesus have
about money for those of us who don’t have a huge surplus of it? That’s what we’ll look at
this week but for today maybe you and | could spend some time reflecting on whether or not
we're investing in the next world (you know the world that will last forever) or are you only
investing in this world? Are you living a life that is “rich toward God” and what would that
even look like?

Tuesday Reflection: so the first thing that Jesus tells us in this section of His teaching
on money where He’s speaking not to those who have a surplus of money but to those who
are struggling to get by is that money can make anybody worry. And worry about money is
what allows it to control our lives so effectively.

Then Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Therefore | tel you, do not worry obout your ife, what you
will eat; or about your bocly, what you wil wear' Luke 12:22 (NV)

As | pointed out in yesterday's reflection, the parable of the rich fool is Jesus speaking directly
to the well off. He’s talking about how to not let an abundance of money rob us of our
humanity. But then Jesus changes tracks- notice how Luke makes sure and let’s us know that
who Jesus is talking to has just switched. With the parable of the rich fool Jesus was talking
to the rich quy (and wealthy people in general) about the dangers associated with money.
Now Luke makes a point of telling us that now Jesus is talking to His disciples. His disciples
were not from the upperclass. The only one who probably had much money would have been
Matthew but the Bible doesn’t really say if Matthew got rid of all of his ill-gotten wealth or
held on to it and put it towards Jesus’ ministry. But for the most part Jesus’ disciples were
peasants. They were the working poor. They would have been out in the audience listening to
the parable of the rich fool thinking to themselves that they didn't have to worry about the
dangers of money because they didn't have enough to worry about. But Jesus points out that
even those among us who have very little still allow money to dominate their lives.

The worries of those of us that are barely getting by and living paycheck to paycheck are
different than the worries of the rich but money still dominates the thoughts of both ends of
the spectrum. And all of us in between. At least they will if we don’t learn to let Jesus help us
and fix us. And don’t worry- Jesus will tell us what will fix us and keep money from
dominating our lives and we’ll get to that prescription later in the week but first it’s
important to understand how Jesus works in our lives. He doesn‘t act like a drill sergeant who
just screams “STOP IT!!!” in our face, expecting that somehow by the power of our own will
we can break the power of money in our lives. Instead He works as a heart surgeon who will
help us remove what is at the root of our worries and then as a spiritual therapist (sort of like
a physical therapist) who will build up in us what we need to be freed from those worries.
And what do we need to be freed? Jesus tells us:

And do not set your heart on what you wil eat or drink; do not worry obout it. For the
pagan world runs after al such things. Luke 12:29-30 (NV)

What'’s Jesus’ advice? Don’t run after money. Don't let it control you. Don't let it dominate

your life. Don't set-your-heart on money because it will eventually let you down. And again,

notice He's not talking about having a surplus at this point- He’s talking about what happens

when we struggle with money for food to feed our families. Of course we are going to have
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serious concerns when we are wondering where the money for our food or clothing or
shelter is going to come from because it’s surely not going to come from my bank account.
What Jesus is advising is not to ignore it and pretend it’s not there but to refuse to let it have
your heart. What He’s saying is money can control your life if you have too much of it and
money can control your life if you don‘t have enough of it.

| always feel a bit like a used car salesman when say stuff like this because even though there
are a lot of people in our church who have more money than my wife and | have | knows
there’s a lot of people at our church that have less than we have. And for me- who doesn’t
struggle over where I'll find money for food or gas or clothes or shelter- to tell those of you
who do have to struggle over those things to just buck up feels quite awkward. | often feel
like a used car salesman when | do that. Hey! What will it take for me to put you into this
contentment where you don’t let money dominate your life today?

So please don’t take this as me telling you how to deal with your money worries. Take it as
it's offered- as Jesus telling you how to deal with your money worries. Because all I'm doing is
relaying what Jesus taught and trying to break it down into an understandable lesson-
although I do struggle with *understandable” part more often than I'd like ;0) Tomorrow we’ll
begin talking about how to set our hearts and how not to run-after the things that the world
runs after but for today maybe spend some time reflecting on how money has the power to
control the very rich and the very poor and what Jesus’ advice to each group is.

Wednesday Reflection: | mentioned yesterday that Jesus is not a drill sergeant who
just screams “STOP IT!” in our face. He knows we can't just stop it. If we had it in us to just
stop doing the toxic stuff in our lives Jesus wouldnt have had to come for us. No He’s not a
drill sergeant- He’s a heart surgeon. Something God has been talking about for millennia
longer than we’ve actually had heart surgeons in our world:

| will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will remove From you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of Pesh. Ezekiel 3626 (NIV)

He wants to cut out the old stony heart that resides within us and replace it with a new heart
and a new spirit. So rather than just yelling stop it in our faces Jesus offers to remove what is
damaging us and install within us the thing that will make us free. So let’s start here- what is
the issue Jesus is trying to do heart surgery on us in this case? He's trying to remove money’s
hold on our lives- whether we have a surplus of it or none at all:

And dont be concerned dbout what to eat and what to drink. Don't worry about such
things. These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers adll over the world.
Luke 1229-30 (NLT)

Again notice He’s not talking about how to deal with too much money- He’s talking about
how to deal with the reality that | don’t have enough of it. And before He shows us what we
need to add to our lives in order to free ourselves from the domination of money in our lives
he talks a bit about what it is that is at the root of the issue- what is it that dominates our
thoughts? Because it’s one thing to wrestle with budget shortfalls that will impact food,
clothing and shelter but it’s not helpful. Why? Why is Jesus able to say stuff like this while
looking straight into the faces of some of the poorest and most subjugated people on the face
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of the earth? Because He knows what makes up Life. Not life like with a lowercase *|” but
LIFE! All uppercase with an exclamation point at the end of it. Jesus knows what makes a
person’s life- after all He created us. He came up with the idea of LIFE! and he knows what
will rob us of that LIFE!

For life is more than food, and your Iaody more than clothing Luke 1223 (NIV)

While He's talking about the power of money to dominate our lives to the poor people that
made up the lion’s share of His audience Jesus tells them to not worry about money because
life is more than just food and clothing. But if you remember Jesus tells the rich people what
life isn’t just a few verses before:

Watch out! Be on your guard ogainst all kinds of greed; ife does not consist in an abundance
of possessions. Luke 1245 (NIV)

So to the poor He says don’t let worries over how little you have rob you of the LIFE! He
came to provide you with. And to the rich He says don't let worries over how much you have
rob you of the LIFE! that He came to provide you with. And Jesus tells them both what is at
the root of these worries about money and they both come down to the job of a good
parent. What are the main two jobs of a parent? To offer a sense of unconditional love and
worth to our children and then to make sure they have a feeling of security and safety. When
we worry about money- no matter how much or how little we may have- Jesus basically tells
us we're trying to play God. We are trying to control things that are beyond our ability to
control:

Who of you by worrying con add a single hour to your ife? since you cannot do +his very
little thing, why do you worry about the rest? Luke 1225-26 (NLT)

Worry doesn’t change anything except the health of our bodies, our minds and relationships.
Worry does a bang-up job of impacting our physical and mental health as well as our
relationships. Why is that? Because we look to money to provide for us what only God can
truly provide. Money promises that it will give you your sense of worth (if you have enough
of it or a deep sense of being unworthy if you dont) and your sense of safety/security. But
ultimately it’s an illusion that will rob you of the LIFE! Jesus came to provide for you. Jesus
tells us only the unconditional love of the Father can truly provide our sense of worth (no
matter if you have a lot of money or none at all) and our sense of safety/security.

And that’s why Jesus tells us that there’s something within us that has to be cut out by the
Heart Surgeon if we're ever going to be freed from the power of money to dominate our
lives. And what the Surgeon needs to cut out of us is our belief that we can provide our own
sense of worth and safety- in this case through the accumulation of enough money. Again
this is something that all of us require no matter how much (or how little) money we’ve got.
Tomorrow we’ll start talking about what the Spiritual Therapist will build up within us to
ensure that our desire to play God isn't able to rule our lives anymore but for today let’s
spend some time reflecting on how we like to play God in our lives by providing enough
money to give us a deep sense of worth and safety.

Thursday Reflection: so far this week we've seen that money has the power to
control not just the rich who have a ton of it but it can also control the poor who don’t have
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enough. We've talked about how Jesus is not a drill sergeant that screams “STOP IT!” in our
faces but instead He’s more like a heart surgeon that wants to help you remove what is at the
core of our worries about money- the idea that we can play God in our lives by getting
enough money that it will provide the sense of worth and sense of safety that can truly only
be provided by God Himself. That's the surgery part- He removes the part of us that wants
to play God by getting us to consider a few things. First He tells us to consider the birds:

Consider the ravens. They dor't plant or harvest or store Food in barns, for God Feeds
them. And you are For more valuable to him than any birds! Can all your wortries add a single
moment to your ife? Luke 1224-25 (NLT)

Why does He tell us to consider the ravens? He’s trying to explain to us how much God cares
about us by talking about how much He cares about the ravens. And then He tells us God
cares far more about us than He does about the birds. Doesn’t mean God doesn’t like the
birds. He does. He loves them. But we are on a different level to Him. Basically Jesus is telling
us to get our sense of worth and value not from how much money we do (or do not) have.
Rather we are to get our sense of value from God Himself who cares about us and promises
to provide for all of our needs. Again let’s remember Jesus is talking to some of the poorest
people on the planet when He says this. These aren’t my words- they’re Jesus’ But then He
tells us to consider the flowers in the fields:

Consider the liies and how they grow. They dont work or make their clothing yet Solomon in
all his glory was not dressed as beauﬂ@ully as they are. And it God cares so wonderi:ully For
Fowers that are here today and thirown into the Fire tomorrow, he wil certainly care For
you. Why do you have so little Foith? Luke 227-28 (NLT)

Once again He talks about our worth but here He's also talking about our sense of safety and
security- something we often turn to money for. Jesus seems to be saying that even if you
don't know where your next meal is coming from or what you’ll do tomorrow you can still
prevent that lack of resources from robbing you of your sense of worth and safety. So that’s
what the great Heart Surgeon needs to cut out of us if we're going to stop being dominated
by worries about money. But once He’s begun the work of removing our God-complex
(which we do by considering the birds and the flowers) He then switches roles and becomes
our Spiritual Therapist.

He can't just leave you torn down by showing you that you arent God and you can’t control
your money let alone your life. Now He turns to the final step by telling us what will drive
the control of our hearts by money right out of our lives. That step is once again
(surprisingly) the same advice He gave the rich quy about not letting money control his life-
He just sort of repackages how He says it. First He reminds them of why they worry about
money in the first place:

And do not set your heart on what you wil eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the
pagan world runs after al such things, and your Father knows that you need them
Luke 12:29-30 (NIV)

The reason we worry about money is because we’ve set our hearts on it. Whether we have a
lot or not much we set our hearts on money and look to it to give us our sense of worth and
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safety. In fact we run after the things that money can provide for us. Basically He’s saying
money dominates our minds when we are in that situation and when that happens to us
Jesus’ assertion is that we’ve forgotten that we have a Father in Heaven who cares about us
desperately and who wants to provide for our needs. Jesus is saying we are trying to get
money to play the role of God in our lives and when we allow it it sets our hearts on money
rather than on God and our relationships. He tells us not to worry because God isn't trying to
keep the Kingdom from you- he wants nothing more than to give you the Kingdom:

So dont be afrad, litte Flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the
Kingdom. Luke 1232 (NLT)

This is why Jesus is saying we shouldn’t let worry make us fearful and worried- you've got a
Father in Heaven who wants nothing more than to give us the Kingdom and that ultimately
will have nothing to do with money. It’s easy to let money control our lives whether we're
rich or poor or anywhere in between which is why Jesus keeps reminding us that we‘ve got a
Father who wants to provide us with the things we truly need. It's also easy to let money
convince us that God doesn’t care about us or He’s forgotten us. Think about this- every
single time Jesus speaks directly to God He uses the word, Father. Every single time with one
exception- when He was on the cross:

At about three oclock, Jesus cdlled out with a loud voice, 'Eli Eli lema sabachthoni?' which
means "My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? Matthew 27:4G (NLT)

This is the only time Jesus doesn’t refer to God as Father when He’s speaking directly to God.
Why the sudden change when He’s on the cross? Because He was experiencing what all of us
humans experience for the very first time. Every day of His life while on this earth Jesus felt
the connection with God that provided Him with the sense of worth and safety that comes
with that felt connection. Until now. Now on the cross Jesus is experiencing what all of us
experience at some point in our lives- the feeling that God has abandoned us. That He doesn’t
care about us and He won't provide for our ultimate safety. And when He experiences that
feeling He can’t help Himself- He cries out in frustration and pain.

But Jesus went to the cross so that the feeling that God doesn’t care about us could never
have the last say in our lives. He died so we could find life- life here on this earth that can
only be found in Jesus and a promise that no matter how hard this life may be this isn't the
end. Your struggles will not have the last say in your life- God will. And this is the same God
who Jesus describes as the Father who wants nothing more than to give us the Kingdom. So
the surgeon will cut out that cancer of our striving to let money take the place of God in our
lives but it’s not His final act. Now comes the work of the great Spiritual Therapist and we'll
talk about what Jesus says we need to do if we are going to break free from the power and
control of money in our lives. We'll talk about that tomorrow but for today many you and |
could spend some time reflecting on why it is that money plays such a large role in our lives
and why we allow it to dominate our hearts and minds- whether we’ve got a lot of it or not
very much.

Friday Reflection: Today we're going to finally get to what Jesus tells us is the

prescription to keep money from controlling your life. As our Spiritual Therapist Jesus knows

that He can’t do all the work for us. If you've ever been to physical therapy you know that
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what they do is work you over and show you who to exercise or stretch or move so you can
rebuild what you've lost over time. Jesus the great Spiritual Therapist works in a similar way.
First He cuts out of us what we need to have cut out of us by changing the way we think
about money and then He gives us homework to do on our own in order to build up our
spiritual muscles (so to speak and while we're here this reminds of of a story so you're going
to hear about it even though it has nothing to do with today’s reflection. | was talking about
the fruit of the Spirit once and | was talking about how things like love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, humility and self control are very much like muscles and you have to
exercise them every day if they’re going to get stronger. On that particular day | was talking
about love and how we needed to build up our capacity to love and so when | finished
praying after the lesson was over | looked up at the congregation and said the fateful words,
“now everybody get out there and work your love muscle” | didn't realize yet that | just
made a faux pas but | would soon. As | walked back to the tech booth to put up my mic | saw
one lady frantically whispering to her husband and when she saw me approaching she got
out of there quick. The guy leaned over to me and said, “I'd recommend never using the
phrase love-muscle” again. Like | said it has nothing to do with today’s reflection but when |
mentioned spiritual muscles it made me think of it).

Although maybe it does make a good illustration for this idea that Jesus is going to give us
“exercises” to do in our lives so that money won't be able to control us anymore. And what
are those exercises you ask? Well they both come to what we're doing with our money.
Here’s the first one:

Seek the Kinﬂdom of God adbove al else, and he will give you everything you need So dont be
ofraid, litte Plock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingclom
Luke 123-32 (NLT)

First of all, seek the Kingdom of God above all else. Now this is talking about more than just
your money but it's not talking about less than that. If you believe seeking-the-kingdom-
above-all-else won't have any impact on your money then you‘re kidding yourself. It’s close
but as it turns out Jesus talks about money more than He does about any other subject.
What'’s the one that’s close? Himself. He talks about Who He is and what He’s come to do all
the time. Just not as much as He talked about money. Seeking the Kingdom of God above all
else will require your whole being. Everything you are. It puts the Kingdom of God front and
center in your life. And it’s not tough to find it- when we try God is delighted to give us the
Kingdom according to Jesus.

So one of the prescriptions Jesus gives us to get over the control of money our lives is to
invest in the Kingdom of God with our money and our lives. He doesn’t require all of our
money but the idea that seeking-the-kingdom-above-all-else isn’t talking about your money
too is wishful thinking. But there’s one specific area of focus that Jesus wants to bring to our
attention:

Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you in heaven!
And the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure wil be safe; no thief
can steal it and ho moth can des+r‘oy it. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of
your heart wil also be. Luke 1233-34 (NLT)
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The poor. | know, some of you are thinking, “but that’s me. I'm the poor. Surely He doesn‘t
expect me to give when I'm one of the ones He’s talking about people sharing their money
with. But unfortunately He does expect it and prescribes it to keep the lack of money from
controlling our lives. Remember, Jesus is now speaking to His disciples- not the crowd as a
whole. He told the story of the rich fool to the entire crowd but what we’ve been reflecting
on all week- how to deal with the control of money in the life of someone who struggles with
having enough- He focuses on His disciples. Who were peasants. They were the working
poor. Even in the Sermon On The Mount where Jesus is speaking to people even more
destitute than His own disciples Jesus tells those who are living in poverty to give to the
poor. In fact, He assumes they already are giving to the poor. Remember when it comes to
giving back to God it’s not about how much you give but the sacrificial heart that it is given
from.

Jesus calls this storing-up-treasures-in-heaven. You can’t take any of your wealth with you
when you go to the next life but you can send it ahead so you‘ve got something waiting for
you when you arrive. And how do we do that? How do we store-up-for-ourselves-treasures-
in-heaven? By seeking the Kingdom of God first above all else and by making sure we are
giving something back to God by investing in His Kingdom and by investing in the poor.

Investing. It’s an interesting word isn't it? People will talk about investing in lots of things.
The stock market, your health, your mental health, real estate, gold- this list goes on and on.
Then there are the things people will talk about “investing” in that kind of cause my
eyebrows to raise just a touch. I've heard people talk about investing in a really good pillow
(because my sleep is so important). I've heard people talk about investing in tacos because it’s
a commitment to their long term happiness and mental health (I do admit | find that one
compelling). I've heard people talk about investing in crocs, a Costco sized jar of Nutella, a
fridge just for beverages and plants that they will inevitably kill with too much (or not
enough) sunlight and water. We all have our ideas about what investments will bring about
the greatest bang for our buck but Jesus is the only one with the answer about investments
that will last for eternity.

Jesus reminds us that any investments we make on this earth will eventually be eaten by
moths or destroyed by rust or stolen by thieves. You can‘t take it with you. So the only way
we can truly invest in eternity is by putting some of our money into the furthering of God’s
Kingdom and by investing in the poor. Those are the two things that Jesus says will free you
from the control of money in your life- whether you've got a lot of it or not very much. So
today maybe you and | could spend some time reflecting on how we’re doing with our
eternal investments. God doesn’t require all of your money but He does warn us that if we
don't learn how to be extravagantly generous by investing in His Kingdom and in the poor
then we aren’t building up any eternal rewards or treasures in Heaven.
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