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Then	someone	called	from	the	crowd,	“Teacher,	please
tell	my	brother	to	divide	our	father’s	estate	with	me.”

—Luke	12:13	(NLT)

What’s	Jesus	Saying?

1.	Life	Is	About	More	Than	Just	Stuff.

Jesus	replied,	“Friend,	who	made	me	a	judge	over
you	to	decide	such	things	as	that?”	Then	he	said,
“Beware!	Guard	against	every	kind	of	greed.	Life	is
not	measured	by	how	much	you	own.”

—Luke	12:14-15	(NLT)

	Then	he	told	them	a	story:	“A	rich	man	had	a
fertile	farm	that	produced	fine	crops.”

—Luke	12:16	(NLT)

	Jesus	replied,	“‘You	must	love	the	Lord	your	God
with	all	your	heart,	all	your	soul,	and	all	your
mind.’	This	is	the	first	and	greatest
commandment.	A	second	is	equally	important:



‘Love	your	neighbor	as	yourself.’	The	entire	law
and	all	the	demands	of	the	prophets	are	based	on
these	two	commandments.”

—Matthew	22:37-40	(NLT)

So,	no	matter	what	I	say,	what	I	believe,	and	what	I
do,	I’m	bankrupt	without	love.

—1	Corinthians	13:13	(NLT)

2.	Wealth	Will	Enslave	Us.

He	said	to	himself,	‘What	should	I	do?	I	don’t	have
room	for	all	my	crops.’		Then	he	said,	‘I	know!	I’ll
tear	down	my	barns	and	build	bigger	ones.	Then	I’ll
have	room	enough	to	store	all	my	wheat	and	other
goods.		And	I’ll	sit	back	and	say	to	myself,	“My
friend,	you	have	enough	stored	away	for	years	to
come.	Now	take	it	easy!	Eat,	drink,	and	be
merry!”’

—Luke	12:17-19	(NLT)

But	God	said	to	him,	‘You	fool!	You	will	die	this
very	night.	Then	who	will	get	everything	you
worked	for?”

—Luke	12:20	(NLT)

3.	Generosity	Will	Free	Us.

Yes,	a	person	is	a	fool	to	store	up	earthly	wealth
but	not	have	a	rich	relationship	with	God.

—Luke	12:21	(NLT)

Jesus	called	his	disciples	over	and	said,	“The	truth
is	that	this	poor	widow	gave	more	to	the	collection
than	all	the	others	put	together.	All	the	others	gave
what	they’ll	never	miss;	she	gave	extravagantly.”

—Mark	12:43-44	(MES)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	extravagant	generosity



would	look	like	in	your	life.	Are	you	living	your	life	investing
for	more	than	just	this	world	or	are	you	making	the
incredibly	foolish	investment	decision	to	invest	only	in	these
80	or	so	years	you	will	get	on	this	earth	before	moving	on	to
the	rest	of	eternity?	Don’t	be	like	the	rich	fool.


