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After	Herod	died,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	in	a
dream	to	Joseph	in	Egypt	and	said,	“Get	up,	take	the
child	and	his	mother	and	go	to	the	land	of	Israel,	for
those	who	were	trying	to	take	the	child’s	life	are	dead.”

—Matthew	2:19-20	(NLT)

Lessons	From	Jesus’	Early	Years

Life	With	Jesus	Can	Be	Dangerous	&	Difficult.

When	Herod	realized	that	he	had	been	outwitted	by
the	Magi,	he	was	furious,	and	he	gave	orders	to	kill
all	the	boys	in	Bethlehem	and	its	vicinity	who	were
two	years	old	and	under,	in	accordance	with	the
time	he	had	learned	from	the	Magi.	Then	what	was
said	through	the	prophet	Jeremiah	was	fulfilled:		“A
voice	is	heard	in	Ramah,	weeping	and	great
mourning,	Rachel	weeping	for	her	children	and
refusing	to	be	comforted,	because	they	are	no
more.”

—Matthew	2:16-18	(NIV)



I	have	told	you	these	things,	so	that	in	me	you	may
have	peace.	In	this	world	you	will	have	trouble.	But
take	heart!	I	have	overcome	the	world.

—John	16:33	(NIV)

Truly	I	tell	you,	if	you	have	faith	as	small	as	a
mustard	seed,	you	can	say	to	this	mountain,	‘Move
from	here	to	there,’	and	it	will	move.	Nothing	will
be	impossible	for	you.

—Matthew	17:20	(NLT)

2.	Life	With	Jesus	Can	Be	Baffling	&	Confusing.

So	Joseph	got	up	and	returned	to	the	land	of	Israel
with	Jesus	and	his	mother.	But	when	he	learned
that	the	new	ruler	of	Judea	was	Herod’s	son
Archelaus,	he	was	afraid	to	go	there.	Then,	after
being	warned	in	a	dream,	he	left	for	the	region	of
Galilee.	So	the	family	went	and	lived	in	a	town
called	Nazareth.	This	fulfilled	what	the	prophets
had	said:	“He	will	be	called	a	Nazarene.”

—Matthew	2:21-23	(NLT)

Philip	went	to	look	for	Nathanael	and	told	him,
“We	have	found	the	very	person	Moses	and	the
prophets	wrote	about!	His	name	is	Jesus,	the	son	of
Joseph	from	Nazareth.”	“Nazareth!”	exclaimed
Nathanael.	“Can	anything	good	come	from
Nazareth?”	“Come	and	see	for	yourself,”	Philip
replied.

—John	1:45-46	(NLT)

Then	they	scoffed,	“He’s	just	a	carpenter,	the	son	of
Mary	and	the	brother	of	James,	Joseph,	Judas,	and
Simon.	And	his	sisters	live	right	here	among	us.”
They	were	deeply	offended	and	refused	to	believe	in
him.

—Mark	6:3	(NLT)

Jacob	was	the	father	of	Judah	and	his	brothers.
Judah	was	the	father	of	Perez	and	Zerah	(whose



mother	was	Tamar).	Perez	was	the	father	of
Hezron…	Salmon	was	the	father	of	Boaz	(whose
mother	was	Rahab).	Boaz	was	the	father	of	Obed
(whose	mother	was	Ruth).	Obed	was	the	father	of
Jesse.	Jesse	was	the	father	of	King	David.	David
was	the	father	of	Solomon	(whose	mother	was
Bathsheba,	the	widow	of	Uriah)…

—Matthew	1:2-7	(NLT)

We	are	made	right	in	God’s	sight	when	we	trust	in
Jesus	Christ	to	take	away	our	sins.	And	we	all	can
be	saved	in	this	same	way,	no	matter	who	we	are	or
what	we	have	done.

—Romans	3:22	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	how	God	works	through	the
most	unlikely	(and	messy)	of	people	to	accomplish	His	will.
Are	you	ready	to	move	into	2026	leaving	the	past	behind
(whether	the	past	was	awesome	or	awful)	and	looking
forward	to	whatever	Jesus	has	up	His	omnipotent	sleeve	for
you	in	the	coming	year?


