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Go	and	make	disciples	of	all	the	nations,	baptizing	them
in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	the	Son	and	the	Holy
Spirit.	Teach	these	new	disciples	to	obey	all	the
commands	I	have	given	you.	And	be	sure	of	this:	I	am
with	you	always,	even	to	the	end	of	the	age.

—Matthew	28:18-20	(NLT)

What	It	Means	To	Be	A	Disciple?

1.	Putting	Jesus	First.

Large	crowds	were	traveling	with	Jesus,	and
turning	to	them	he	said:	“If	anyone	comes	to	me
and	does	not	hate	father	and	mother,	wife	and
children,	brothers	and	sisters—	yes,	even	their	own
life—	such	a	person	cannot	be	my	disciple.”

—Luke	14:25-26	(NIV)

As	Jesus	was	starting	out	on	his	way	to	Jerusalem,	a
man	came	running	up	to	him,	knelt	down,	and
asked,	“Good	Teacher,	what	must	I	do	to	inherit
eternal	life?”…		“You	know	the	commandments:
‘You	must	not	murder.	You	must	not	commit
adultery.	You	must	not	steal.	You	must	not	testify
falsely.	You	must	not	cheat	anyone.	Honor	your



father	and	mother.’”		“Teacher,”	the	man	replied,
“I’ve	obeyed	all	these	commandments	since	I	was
young.”

—Mark	10:17-20	(NLT)

2.	Doing	It	Every	Single	Day.

And	whoever	does	not	carry	their	cross	and	follow
me	cannot	be	my	disciple.

—Luke	14:27	(NIV)

If	any	of	you	wants	to	be	my	follower,	you	must
give	up	your	own	way,	take	up	your	cross	daily,	and
follow	me.	If	you	try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you
will	lose	it.	But	if	you	give	up	your	life	for	my	sake,
you	will	save	it.

—Luke	9:23-24	(NLT)

	Looking	at	the	man,	Jesus	felt	genuine	love	for
him.	“There	is	still	one	thing	you	haven’t	done,”	he
told	him.	“Go	and	sell	all	your	possessions	and	give
the	money	to	the	poor,	and	you	will	have	treasure
in	heaven.	Then	come,	follow	me.”	At	this	the
man’s	face	fell,	and	he	went	away	sad,	for	he	had
many	possessions.

—Mark	10:21-22	(NLT)

3.	Counting	The	Cost.

	“Suppose	one	of	you	wants	to	build	a	tower.	Won’t
you	first	sit	down	and	estimate	the	cost	to	see	if
you	have	enough	money	to	complete	it?	For	if	you
lay	the	foundation	and	are	not	able	to	finish	it,
everyone	who	sees	it	will	ridicule	you,	saying,	‘This
person	began	to	build	and	wasn’t	able	to	finish.’”

—Luke	14:29-30	(NIV)

Jesus	looked	around	and	said	to	his	disciples,	“How
hard	it	is	for	the	rich	to	enter	the	Kingdom	of
God!”	This	amazed	them.	But	Jesus	said	again,
“Dear	children,	it	is	very	hard	to	enter	the	Kingdom



of	God.	In	fact,	it	is	easier	for	a	camel	to	go
through	the	eye	of	a	needle	than	for	a	rich	person
to	enter	the	Kingdom	of	God!”		The	disciples	were
astounded.	“Then	who	in	the	world	can	be	saved?”
they	asked.	Jesus	looked	at	them	intently	and	said,
“Humanly	speaking,	it	is	impossible.	But	not	with
God.	Everything	is	possible	with	God.”

—Mark	10:23-27	(NLT)

“In	the	same	way,	those	of	you	who	do	not	give	up
everything	you	have	cannot	be	my	disciples.	Salt	is
good,	but	if	it	loses	its	saltiness,	how	can	it	be
made	salty	again?	It	is	fit	neither	for	the	soil	nor
for	the	manure	pile;	it	is	thrown	out.	Whoever	has
ears	to	hear,	let	them	hear.”

—Luke	14:34-35	(NIV)

You	are	the	salt	of	the	earth…	You	are	the	light	of
the	world—	like	a	city	on	a	hilltop	that	cannot	be
hidden…	let	your	good	deeds	shine	out	for	all	to
see,	so	that	everyone	will	praise	your	heavenly
Father.

—Matthew	5:14-16	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	the	nature	and	cost	of
discipleship.	Would	you	consider	yourself	to	be	a	“disciple”
of	Jesus’	and	if	so,	what	has	it	cost	you?	If	not,	what	would
you	be	willing	to	give?


