


$EF

THE STORY OF
RUTH THE MOABITESS

Ol

BACKGROUND
Who is Ruth and where

is she from?

04

KINSMAN-
REDEEMER

The womm&omﬁ% of Hmmmgﬁﬁos

for Ruth & Naomi

02

WEEPING
FORWARD

Ruth's response to

tremendous loss

05

WAITING
FORWARD

Ruth HuuomCoI.,\&% waits

mOH TNH HN&.N@EQH

03

WORKING
FORWARD

God's divine Huwo.ﬁmmSom

within Ruth's obedience

06

LEAVING A
LEGACY

Ruth & Boaz leave an

&359:% mw@bw?ooﬁb* F@Qo%







BACKGROUND

ELIMELECH & NAOMI:

The book of Ruth was set mcibm the time of the ucmmmm\ between the death of Joshua and Saul
_om“:D@ anointed as Hﬁb@\. this was a dark time of unrest and confusion, a time when ,,m.<.m5\obm did
what was right in their own eyes” (Judges 17:6).

Elimelech and Naomi are from Bethlehem in Judah, but choose to leave for Moab because there
was a famine in the land. (Ruth 11)

Israel was the land of God's promise, and Moab was an enemy of Israel. (Deut. 23:3-6)

Elimelech dies and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, both also died after TQ/JB@. been married
to their wives Ruth and Orpah for about a decade.

This is o_o.iocm;. a erlTHmQFBQ loss for Noaomi, but also causes a massive HoHo_onBP The ancient
Israelite society was patriarchal. It valued..

o  Survival of moﬁbiv\. *THOCQT descendents AHUQHHQLQLM\ male descendents)

O _uo:Bm% oﬁsmwmr% of ancestral property (sons would retain property and carry on the

rbmommv







WEEPING FORWARD

e While she is in Moab, Naomi heard that the Lord had provided for his people and that the

famine was over. God is drawing her back even when she is far from Him. (Ruth 1.6)
® 'May the Lord show kindness to you as you have shown to the dead and to me." (v. 8)

o  This is the first of many uses of the Hebrew word Hesed: the QSQTJ\. that moves a person to
act for the benefit of another without respect to the advantage it might bring to the one
who expresses it; covenant HOM\QTJ\: (like Yahweh's covenant H&Qiosmr% with Israel)

o All three women are weeping (v.9), but me% are all weeping in different directions:

o  Orpah: responds to the common sense of Naomi's argument and heads back to the familiar
(vv. 14-15)

o Naomi: moves forward to Bethlehem, but with a bitterness toward the Lord (vv. 13, 18)

0 Ruth: moves forward to Bethlehem, not just out of kindness to Naomi, but out of wov\.oLJ\. to
the Lord (vv. 16-17)

e Ruth had to choose obedience even after four attempts _3\ Naomi to orpsmm her mind. Obedience

is often met with opposition. (Jas. 1:2-4)
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WORKING FORWARD

® When Ruth and Naomi arrive in Bethlehem, the women of the town are so excited. This indicates
that Naomi was once well-loved, in fact, her name means ,,EQOQShSmmm\ mmr@.rﬁ. She tells the women
to now call her Mara, meaning "bitter’, blaming the Lord for her affliction. (vv. 20-21)

o  Our circumstances are not our truest indicator of God's heart toward us.. His word is.

e Ruth and Naomi arrive ﬂmr* at the _omm.ﬁ\:p:pm of the TQL@% harvest (v. 22). This is the first @.rggmw
of rowm\ mroégm us that the their return coincided with God coming to the aide of His Humo_&m.

o In the _ommﬁsbwb@ of nTQﬁHa 2, we are told that Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side named
Boaz. We are told he is a ‘prominent man of noble character” (v. 2:1).

® The author refers to Ruth as ‘Ruth the Moabitess’ many times, Hmsprporsm us that she is an outsider
and that success would be unlikely for her in the land of Bethlehem. But God has a tender heart for
the outcast that we see show up over and over in Old Testament law. (Lev. 19: 9-10, 23:22; Deut. 10:19,
24:19-29)

e In Ruth's éw:wﬁmﬁmmm to work hard and HUHo.ﬁmm for her mother-in-law, she ,.romumumsmm: (v.3) to mwmQS
in the field _o&osmwsm to Boaz. This éoHoer EB_.ormm more than just a casual coincidence. From the

start, as Boaz Huwoﬂlo._mm Ruth with provision & protection, we catch a mrgwmm of God's heart for the

A\.C._.HHQHQU_OU_.&.
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KINSMAN-REDEEMER

The concept of a family redeemer comes from the Hebrew term g6°€l, which means
kinsman-redeemer. The g6€l was the near relative who was to ensure the economic well-being of a
relative, and was m%mﬁ@:% instrumental when that person was HSQQ@QWF of getting himself or
herself out of the crisis. (Lev. 25:25, Lev. 25:47-49, Deut. 25:5-10)
0 God in His wisdom wrote these instructions and provisions into His law to protect and
preserve the weak. Ruth and Naomi had not been abandoned by the Lord!
Naomi's instructions (vv.3-4):
o  Wash and put on perfume: be at your most attractive and presentable
0  Wear your best clothes: $imlad=a new outer garment that covers the whole Tom.u\.
o Go to the *rwmmrgm floor: often linked to sexual activity, where prostitutes would offer services
o0  Uncover his feet after he's done eating & drinking: a vulnerable and suggestive position where
a lot could go wrong
No matter how much doubt we have in Naomi's HLQ.S\ it is clear that God wove it into His master

HLQB for their lives.

HN.S._””—\H‘m HuHOmuOmQ.”— to WOO.N wdas ._”rm OHH“—M\ mu_o_.om dﬂ\rm.ﬂm mrm /\NQHN& away MHOHHH ZQ.OHHHw.m instructions- Q.B.m.

many scholars believe she did this 59.55\. for Naomi's benefit. (v.9) (Ez. 16:8)
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WAITING FORWARD

® Boaz amﬂoo_DoF T% first ammmamﬁogm Ruth's reputation and ‘noble character” (v.11). In the Hebrew Bible,
Proverbs came just before Ruth, so Proverbs 31 would have flowed i@z into the book of Ruthl

® Boaz wanted to redeem Ruth, but there was one HuHoZmbP Naomi had a closer relative who would
have the i@rhh to redeem them over Boaz (v12). We will see that this issue does not surprise God,
nor does it stop His will from _om:pm anogwrmrmm.

® Verse 18 is a scenario we are Huwo_opzv\ all familiar with one way or another.. waiting. Naomi's
words are key: "wait.. for he won't rest unless he resolves this’. They were able to trust the heart
and abilities of Boaz, but we get to trust in the kﬁbamTJ\ God while we waitl We can rest while
we wait because we know He is always at work on our behalf.

o [tis interesting to note that the other redeemer remains nameless, he is QQEQ:% referred to _o%. Boaz
in the oimﬁb& Hobmsomm as ‘so and so”. He made a decision r&lsm to preserve his wmmonvﬁ but is
never referenced again in scripture. (v.6)

® When Boaz makes the Hu&oro announcement to F@.Q:v\ redeem Naomi's land, he announces that he

has Qomc:mm Ruth Tu\ using her full name, title, and _ooowmwocsm T\..HOV. Qur redeemer, Jesus, does

the same $ED@ for us. He does not wwm*msm we don't have a past, He redeemed us while we were

still sinners! (Rom. 5:8)
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LEAVING A LEGACY

® In verses 11-12 of OTQ@_BH 4, the witnesses &o&QW a Hoo.é.mam& WF&E@ over Ruth and Boaz. In short,
Rachel and Leah were the matriarchs of the house of Israel and Tamar was a foreigner who became
the mother of Judah's most prominent clan- that of Perez.

® Verse 13 tells us that "the Lord granted conception” to Ruth. This is only the second time in the book
of Ruth that the Lord is shown &Hmoiu\. intervening. (Ruth 1:6b) We know that Ruth was married
to Mahlon for ten years without children, so this verse Epmurmm that her pregnancy was a divine act
of the Lord.

e Noomi could OSJ\. think of one way for her wwm%oﬂgmbhh to be resolved back in oro%hhmw 1, but God is
not limited _o%. our QTEJ\ to think of solutions. His HLQSm will come to HuQmm_

J

@ Thereisalsoa Emmmgm mﬁorms _OM\ ‘the women’ over Naomi in verses 14-15, erocmr she seems like
a less ﬁoiru\. character. This is a reminder that grace blesses those who don't deserve it. Hrmv\ name

the child Obed, which means ‘one who serves and we are told he will sustain Naomi in her old

age (v.15).

e We find out in verse 17 that Obed would become the father of Jesse and the @HQSmeZ\HmH of King
David, which is the ultimate 10+ twist. Ruth's o._o:;. surrender led to a Hﬁb@u and also to the HQB@. of
Kings! (Matthew L1-16)







