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ithin Ruth’s obedience
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●
T

he book of Ruth w
as set during the tim

e of the Judges, betw
een the death of Joshua and Saul 

being anointed as king; this w
as a dark tim

e of unrest and confusion, a tim
e w

hen “every
one did 

w
hat w

as right in their ow
n ey

es” (Judges 17:6).
●

Elim
elech and N

aom
i are from

 Bethlehem
 in Judah, but choose to leave for M

oab because there 
w

as a fam
ine in the land. (Ruth 1:1) 

●
Israel w

as the land of G
od’s prom

ise, and M
oab w

as an enem
y

 of Israel. (D
eut. 23:3-6)

●
Elim

elech dies and their tw
o sons, M

ahlon and C
hilion, both also died after having been m

arried 
to their w

ives Ruth and O
rpah for about a decade. 

●
T

his is obviously
 a heartbreaking loss for N

aom
i, but also causes a m

assive problem
. T

he ancient 
Israelite society

 w
as patriarchal. It valued…

○
Survival of fam

ily
 through descendents (particularly

 m
ale descendents)

○
Fam

ily
 ow

nership of ancestral property
 (sons w

ould retain property
 and carry

 on the 
lineage) 



0
2

Ruth 1:6-18

W
E
E
P
I
N

G
 

F
O

R
W

A
R
D



W
E
E
P
I
N

G
 F

O
R
W

A
R
D

●
W

hile she is in M
oab, N

aom
i heard that the Lord had provided for his people and that the 

fam
ine w

as over. G
od is draw

ing her back even w
hen she is far from

 H
im

. (Ruth 1:6)
●

“M
ay

 the Lord show
 kindness to y

ou as y
ou have show

n to the dead and to m
e.” (v. 8)

○
T

his is the first of m
any

 uses of the H
ebrew

 w
ord Ḥ

eseḏ: the quality
 that m

oves a person to 
act for the benefit of another w

ithout respect to the advantage it m
ight bring to the one 

w
ho expresses it; “covenant loy

alty
” (like Y

ahw
eh’s covenant relationship w

ith Israel)
●

A
ll three w

om
en are w

eeping (v. 9), but they
 are all w

eeping in different directions: 
○

O
rpah: responds to the com

m
on sense of N

aom
i’s argum

ent and heads back to the fam
iliar 

(vv. 14-15)
○

N
aom

i: m
oves forw

ard to Bethlehem
, but w

ith a bitterness tow
ard the Lord (vv. 13, 18)

○
Ruth: m

oves forw
ard to Bethlehem

, not just out of kindness to N
aom

i, but out of loy
alty

 to 
the Lord (vv. 16-17)

●
Ruth had to choose obedience even after four attem

pts by
 N

aom
i to change her m

ind. O
bedience 

is often m
et w

ith opposition. (Jas. 1:2-4)
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●
W

hen Ruth and N
aom

i arrive in Bethlehem
, the w

om
en of the tow

n are so excited. T
his indicates 

that N
aom

i w
as once w

ell-loved, in fact, her nam
e m

eans “pleasantness, delight”. She tells the w
om

en 
to now

 call her M
ara, m

eaning “bitter”, blam
ing the Lord for her affliction. (vv. 20

-21)
○

O
ur circum

stances are not our truest indicator of G
od’s heart tow

ard us… H
is w

ord is.
●

Ruth and  N
aom

i arrive right at the beginning of the barley
 harvest (v. 22). T

his is the first glim
m

er 
of hope, show

ing us that the their return coincided w
ith G

od com
ing to the aide of H

is people. 
●

In the beginning of chapter 2, w
e are told that N

aom
i had a relative on her husband’s side nam

ed 
Boaz. W

e are told he is a “prom
inent m

an of noble character” (v. 2:1).
●

T
he author refers to Ruth as “Ruth the M

oabitess” m
any

 tim
es, rem

inding us that she is an outsider 
and that success w

ould be unlikely
 for her in the land of Bethlehem

.  But G
od has a tender heart for 

the outcast that w
e see show

 up over and over in O
ld T

estam
ent law

. (Lev. 19: 9-10
, 23:22; D

eut. 10
:19, 

24: 19-22)
●

In Ruth’s w
illingness to w

ork hard and provide for her m
other-in-law

, she “happened” (v.3) to glean 
in the field belonging to Boaz. T

his w
ording im

plies m
ore than just a casual coincidence. From

 the 
start, as Boaz provides Ruth w

ith provision &
 protection, w

e catch a glim
pse of G

od’s heart for the 
vulnerable. 
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●
T

he concept of a fam
ily

 redeem
er com

es from
 the H

ebrew
 term

 gō’ēl, w
hich m

eans 
kinsm

an-redeem
er. T

he gō’ēl w
as the near relative w

ho w
as to ensure the econom

ic w
ell-being of a 

relative, and w
as especially

 instrum
ental w

hen that person w
as incapable of getting him

self or 
herself out of the crisis. (Lev. 25:25, Lev. 25:47-49, D

eut. 25:5-10
)

○
G

od in H
is w

isdom
 w

rote these instructions and provisions into H
is law

 to protect and 
preserve the w

eak. Ruth and N
aom

i had not been abandoned by
 the Lord! 

●
N

aom
i’s instructions (vv.3-4): 

○
W

ash and put on perfum
e: be at y

our m
ost attractive and presentable

○
W

ear y
our best clothes: śim

lâ=
a new

 outer garm
ent that covers the w

hole body
○

G
o to the threshing floor: often linked to sexual activity

, w
here prostitutes w

ould offer services
○

U
ncover his feet after he’s done eating &

 drinking: a vulnerable and suggestive position w
here 

a lot could go w
rong

●
N

o m
atter how

 m
uch doubt w

e have in N
aom

i’s plan, it is clear that G
od w

ove it into H
is m

aster 
plan for their lives.

●
Ruth’s proposal to Boaz w

as the only
 place w

here she veered aw
ay

 from
 N

aom
i’s instructions– and 

m
any

 scholars believe she did this m
ainly

 for N
aom

i’s benefit. (v. 9) (Ez. 16:8)  
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●
Boaz responds by

 first referencing Ruth’s reputation and “noble character” (v.11). In the H
ebrew

 Bible, 
Proverbs cam

e just before Ruth, so Proverbs 31 w
ould have flow

ed right into the book of Ruth!
●

Boaz w
anted to redeem

 Ruth, but there w
as one problem

, N
aom

i had a closer relative w
ho w

ould 
have the right to redeem

 them
 over Boaz (v.12). W

e w
ill see that this issue does not surprise G

od, 
nor does it stop H

is w
ill from

 being accom
plished. 

●
V

erse 18 is a scenario w
e are probably

 all fam
iliar w

ith one w
ay

 or another… w
aiting. N

aom
i’s 

w
ords are key

: “w
ait… for he w

on’t rest unless he resolves this”. T
hey

 w
ere able to trust the heart 

and abilities of Boaz, but w
e get to trust in the A

lm
ighty

 G
od w

hile w
e w

ait! W
e can rest w

hile 
w

e w
ait because w

e know
 H

e is alw
ay

s at w
ork on our behalf. 

●
It is interesting to note that the other redeem

er rem
ains nam

eless, he is actually
 referred to by

 Boaz 
in the original language as “so and so”. H

e m
ade a decision try

ing to preserve his legacy
, but is 

never referenced again in scripture. (v.6)
●

W
hen Boaz m

akes the public announcem
ent to legally

 redeem
 N

aom
i’s land, he announces that he 

has acquired Ruth by
 using her full nam

e, title, and background (v.10
). O

ur redeem
er, Jesus, does 

the sam
e thing for us. H

e does not pretend w
e don’t have a past, H

e redeem
ed us w

hile w
e w

ere 
still sinners! (Rom

. 5:8)
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●
In verses 11-12 of chapter 4, the w

itnesses speak a pow
erful blessing over Ruth and Boaz. In short, 

Rachel and Leah w
ere the m

atriarchs of the house of Israel and T
am

ar w
as a foreigner w

ho becam
e 

the m
other of Judah’s m

ost prom
inent clan– that of Perez. 

●
V

erse 13 tells us that “the Lord granted conception” to Ruth. T
his is only

 the second tim
e in the book 

of Ruth that the Lord is show
n directly

 intervening. (Ruth 1:6b) W
e know

 that Ruth w
as m

arried 
to M

ahlon for ten y
ears w

ithout children, so this verse im
plies that her pregnancy

 w
as a divine act 

of the Lord. 
●

N
aom

i could only
 think of one w

ay
 for her predicam

ent to be resolved back in chapter 1, but G
od is 

not lim
ited by

 our ability
 to think of solutions. H

is plans w
ill com

e to pass! 
●

T
here is also a blessing spoken by

 “the w
om

en” over N
aom

i in verses 14-15, although she seem
s like 

a less w
orthy

 character. T
his is a rem

inder that grace blesses those w
ho don’t deserve it. T

hey
 nam

e 
the child O

bed, w
hich m

eans “one w
ho serves” and w

e are told he w
ill sustain N

aom
i in her old 

age (v. 15). 
●

W
e find out in verse 17 that O

bed w
ould becom

e the father of Jesse and the grandfather of K
ing 

D
avid, w

hich is the ultim
ate plot tw

ist. Ruth’s daily
 surrender led to a king, and also to the K

ing of 
K

ings! (M
atthew

 1:1-16)
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