Doctrinal Summary of
Prayer: Common Reasons for Rejection-Lack of Compassion
According to Proverbs 21:13, one of the common reasons God rejects the believer’s prayer requests is because he lacks compassion for his fellow man in his time of need.
“He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be answered.”
The word “shuts” is translated from the Biblical Hebrew word אֹטֵם (“oh-taem”) which more literally means, “performing the completed action as a matter of principle to close something up completely.” It identifies something is completely closed so that has no opening at all. The lack of opening in what has been closed up keeps anything from permeating the seal so that nothing can go in or out. Here, the ear is the object which is closed up completely resulting in an individual ignoring what is around him. The individual is the one who has performed the action of closing his ears’ access to the noise around him and he has done this as a matter of principle. It is a norm or standard that the individual operates by that causes him to close up his ear. The noise he has closed his ear from is the cry of the poor.
The word “cry” is translated from the Biblical Hebrew word זָעְַקַ͏ֻת (“za-a-qath”) which more literally means, “intense cry for deliverance during a time of acute pain or intense suffering.” It identifies an individual’s response to significant distress that is intended to reach the ears of someone who can help remove the individual from the pain or suffering he is in. The pain or suffering is so severe, and the individual is unable to remedy the situation himself, that he cries out seeking assistance from whoever will hear and respond positively to his cries.
The word “poor” is translated from the Biblical Hebrew word דָּל (“dahl”) which more literally means, “powerless because of a lack of ability, authority, or position.” It describes someone or something as being powerless to accomplish something because they do not have the physical ability or resources, the authority to carry something out, or the position from which to do so. It is used to describe an individual here who cannot remedy his own painful situation and is, thus, in need of assistance from someone who does have the power to do something about the situation. The one who closes up his ear to the cries of the powerless should not expect his own cries to be answered by God.
This proverb expresses a principle that God may withhold compassion from those who operate on a principle of withholding compassion on the powerless by ignoring the cries in the time of their distress. Those who have the norm of closing their ears to the cries of another may find that they receive the same response from God when they are in a situation that they do not have any ability, authority, or position to escape. God’s purpose in ignoring the compassionless believer’s cry is disciplinary in nature; it is designed to bring about a better behavior in the believer by rearranging his thought process to align with God’s.
When the believer hears the cry of the powerless in their distress, he should have the compassion to do what he can, if he can, to assist the one crying out. If he does not have compassion on the powerless, then he should not expect that God will also have compassion on him. Consequently, the believer may find that his prayer request is rejected by God because he operates on a principle that is hardened and closed off to the cries of those who are powerless to help themselves. Such a lack of compassion for those in need is one of the reasons why God rejects the believer’s prayer request.
