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Announcements 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6  

Choir Practice 

Choir practice is this afternoon at 5:00 p.m.  
 

Wednesday Night 
This Wednesday, we’ll have Chili for supper at 5:30 p.m., 
Adventure Club at 6:20, Youth at 6:30, and Bible Study at 
6:45. Sign up in the hall for suppers! 
 

Men’s 5th Saturday Breakfast 
There is a Men’s 5th Saturday Breakfast on Saturday, Janu-
ary 31, from 7:15 to 8:45 a.m. Ric Zittrouer and Jack 
Moore will prepare the breakfast, and Bob Dimmitt will 
share from the Scriptures. Guys of all ages are welcome. 
Sign the list in the hall! 
 

After Church Fellowship 
We’ll have an After Church Fellowship following Evening 
Worship on Sunday, February 1. Bring snacks to share! 
 

Leadership Retreat 
The retreat for our Elders and Deacons is February 6-7. 
Please let any of them know if you have something you’d 
like them to discuss. Please be praying for our church lead-
ership! 
 

Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission 
Teaching and lunch at the OSCM on Saturday, February 7, 
from 11:00 to 1:00. Bobby DeLoach is teaching, and the 
DeLoach family, Kelly Zittrouer, and Eleanor Bowden are 
serving. Talk to Bobby if you’d like to help, too! 
 Continued on p. 4 

Scan this QR 
code and  

download our 
app to your  

favorite device. Visitors! 
Welcome, and thank you for  
worshipping with us today! 
Please make a record of your visit 
by scanning the QR code to the right 
and filling out the contact card! 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 6  
Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 18:1-2 
Pew Bible p. 454 

 

Prayer of Praise 
 

Greeting 
(When singing begins, please make your way to your seats and sing along!) 

 

Would you do service for Jesus, your King? 
There's pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Would you live daily, His praises to sing? 
There's wonderful pow’r in the blood. 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r in the blood of the Lamb; 
There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r in the precious blood of the Lamb. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Hymn #126, bulletin p. 5 
“Rock of Ages” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Bob Dimmitt 
Psalm 103:8-10 
Pew Bible p. 502 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Romans 11:1-12 

Cole Morris 
Pew Bible pp. 946-947 

 

Hymn #393, bulletin p. 7 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Violent Words of Jesus 
Matthew #117 

Matthew 18:5-6, Pew Bible p. 823 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 8 
“Doxology” 
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A . M .  N o t e s  
Violent Words of Jesus 
Matthew #117 
Matthew 18:5-6  
 
Receives is a term of hospitality meaning that one in essence puts the “welcome 
mat” out for someone  
 
 
True humility means knowing yourself, accepting yourself, and being yourself - 
your best self - to the glory of God. It means avoiding two extremes: 
 ● 
 
 ● 
 
 
By nature, we are rebels who want to be celebrities instead of servants.  
 
 
Romans 14:1  
 
 
It is a dangerous thing to look down on children 
 
How to scandalize someone’s faith: 
 
1. Tempting Someone to Sin 
  
2. Exercising Christian Freedom Without __________________________________ 
 
3. Hypocrisy or ________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Harsh Judgment or __________________________________________________ 
 
5. Discouraging Someone’s ______________________________________________ 
 
6. False Teaching _______________________________________________________ 
 
7. Fostering ____________________________________________________________ 
 
8. Failing to ____________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Materialism or _______________________________________________________ 
 
10. Insensitivity to the ___________________________________________________ 
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January: 
31  Men’s 5th Saturday Breakfast 7:15 a.m. 
 

February: 
1  After Church Fellowship 7:00 p.m. 
3  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
6-7  Leadership Retreat 
7  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: DeLoach family, 
    Kelly Zittrouer, Eleanor Bowden 11:00 a.m. 
8  Senior Saints’ Valentine Banquet 12:00 p.m. 
10  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
13  Young Adult Palentine Event TBA 
18  Lunch at GSU Armstrong BCM 
26  Men’s Oyster Roast 
27  Church-wide Oyster Roast 
 

March: 
1  Home Fellowships 6:00 p.m. 
3  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
7  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: Charles & Cindy Wise, 
    Jimmy & Janice Donaldson 11:00 a.m. 
8  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
10  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
13  Ghost Pirates Hockey Game 7:00 p.m. 
13  WOL Ladies’ Night Out: TBD 
14  Family Breakfast TBA 
28  Family Easter Event (See page 7!) 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
29  Easter Cantata 6:00 p.m. 

Continued from p. 1 

Home Fellowships 
Let Dawn know if you’d like to host a Home Fellowship on Sunday, March 1! We 
only need 2 more homes. 
 

Ghost Pirates Hockey Game 
Shawn Champion is organizing a group to go to the Savannah Ghost Pirates hock-
ey game on Friday, March 13. Sign the sheet in the hall if you’d like to go! 
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Beloved Church Family, 
I want to express my deepest gratitude for the kindness and love 
you have shone through the meals you provided. Each dish was 
more than a reminder that we are surrounded by a caring compas-
sionate community. Your generosity not only nourished the body 
but lifted the spirit during a challenging time. The thoughtfulness, 
time, and effort you put into delivering each meal truly reflects the heart of Christ in action. May God 
bless each of you abundantly for the comfort and joy you have shared. Your acts of service are a beauti-
ful testimony of faith. 
 

With heartfelt thanks and appreciation, 
Connie Vereen 
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This event is designed for toddlers through sixth graders! Please use to 
QR code to go to the event page and register. Call the office if you have 
any trouble registering. 
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Articles 
Digital Discipleship for Your Children Addiction to Distrac-
tion 
By David de Bruyn 
 
 To prepare our children for a life that will likely involve vast amounts of time on 
the internet, we have to warn them about what is addictive and destructive. No 
one begins a practice and hopes to end up enslaved by it. The nature of ad-
diction is a voluntary surrender to more and more mastery by a pleasure some 
habit. Therefore, we have to point out the danger before they walk into it. 
 On the internet, that addiction is the pleasure of novelty. The web offers a 
non-stop array of links to click, messages to check, apps to open, likes and com-
ments to view. The architecture of the web is built upon our love of the new 
and the alluring. Films such as The Social Dilemma have well-documented how 
much of this was designed by those familiar with brain chemistry and psychology. 
The addiction to social media and to the web in general is no accident. It is a de-
sign feature that enriches some as it enslaves others. 
 In the meantime, not only does an addiction to continual checking of our phones 
or apps grow, but something is lost. That loss is the brain’s ability to focus 
without distraction. The habit of needing the dopamine hit for checking email or 
WhatsApp or some other notification literally trains our brains to want that “relief” 
after just minutes of concentration. We think we are just “multi-tasking”, but we are 
actually addicted to distraction. 
 That means we do less real reading, and more skimming. We do less intensive 
study, and more superficial scanning. We become more drawn to the visual than 
the textual, less tolerant of dense text and extended argument. We struggle to do 
deep work.  
 In short, we become worse and worse at something the Bible requires: medita-
tion and imagination.  
 
 Meditation is the ability to pursue one thought and consider it from all 
points of view, gaining insights and applications. Imagination is the ability to 
see more than just visual images, but to see beyond and behind life, seeing the 
meaning of things and how they are connected. Imagination is not dealing with 
fanciful and unreal things, but with true reality. True reality is not found in the mere 
visual. “For we walk by faith, not by sight”. Christian imagination enables us to expe-
rience hoped-for things as substantial, and things not seen as if they are evidential-
ly present (Hebrews 11:1). 
 
 Biblical imagination actually prioritizes words over images. It focuses on 
the meaning of words, particularly God’s Words. It considers carefully God’s analo-
gies in Scripture, to understand the nature of reality. Immersed in those realities, it 
can see life as it really is. 
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 By contrast, a person saturated with the eye-candy of the Internet is blunting his 
imagination. He seldom has to focus, concentrate, or think deeply on meaning, 
because he is always stuffed with the sugary fast-food of videos and images from 
the web. 
 Philosophers and psychologists tell us that those pleasures that are most imme-
diate are always the most addictive. The immediacy of the internet’s visual offer-
ings completely overwhelm a child’s senses. Cultivating meaningful imagination by 
reading literature, learning poems, listening and playing music, will seem to them 
by contrast like chewing steak that is too tough. 
 If you allow your child’s diet to be all the sugar of Disney, Facebook, X, TikTok, 
Instagram, etc., you will have a hard time getting them to eat the meat of God’s 
Word. Addiction to distraction destroys imagination.  
 
 

Exiting the Highway to Porn 
Written by Mark Sanders  
 
 Brother in Christ, do you ever feel there’s a switch in your brain that gets turned 
on, and once that happens, it’s only a matter of time before you find yourself back 
in the gutter of pornography? Does porn feel inevitable? Sister in Christ, do you 
experience triggers, such as suggestive posts on social media, that lead you onto a 
highway to porn with only one exit: “Give In to Temptation”? 
 Many people fall into the belief that once desire has been awakened, the only 
way to silence that nagging voice is to give it what it wants. They believe the porn 
interstate has one way off, and that’s to give in. 
 But before you reach “Giving In,” you’ve flown past earlier exits that don’t in-
volve sinning. The sooner you get off this highway, the stronger you’ll become 
next time you make a wrong turn back onto it. 
 
Use Strategic Speed Bumps to Slow Down 
 While many people feel they “fall into” porn, there were dozens of decision 
points along the way that led to that destination. Slowing down is critical to seeing 
those earlier exit ramps. To do this, we need to place speed bumps on the highway 
to porn. 
 Speed bumps include anything that makes pornography difficult to access. If 
porn is right in your pocket on your phone, you’re flying down the highway at 150 
mph. No wonder you missed all the other exits! Speed bumps force you to slow 
down. These may include filters and accountability software on all internet-
enabled devices, removing all social media, or perhaps getting rid of a smart phone 
altogether. It sounds painful to limit your access to many good things, but I hear 
testimony after testimony of the peace and freedom many people experience when 
they couldn’t look at porn due to lack of access. 
 The reason these measures are speed bumps and not brick walls is because 
there’s ultimately no guaranteed way to restrict access to someone who truly 
wants to find pornography. People will go to great lengths and spend incredible 
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amounts of time and money just to get their next fix. Where there is a will, there 
typically is a way. 
 But the fatal flaw I hear from so many is that because speed bumps don’t guaran-
tee success, they don’t even try them. This is a lie from the depths of hell. Any dis-
tance you can create between yourself and access to sin is to your advantage. It 
gives time for the Holy Spirit to work in your heart and turn you from sin. Putting 
speed bumps up also shows you’re sober minded about what’s at stake in the bat-
tle against sin. Scripture explicitly commands us not to make any provision for the 
flesh (Rom 13:14). Your willingness to limit your access to porn shows you take sin 
seriously. 
 
Earlier Exits Off the Highway to Porn 
 Believe it or not, this highway is chock-full of exits that don’t involve sinning. 
Once you slow down, you’ll see they’re everywhere! What are some of these earli-
er exits? 
 
Switch locations. Pornography prefers privacy. An obvious exit is to leave your 

private room and find a place with other people. If you’re the only person at home, 
go for a walk or study at the library. For those who work remotely, take your work 
to a café, remove all curtains and blinds from your home office, and maybe take 
the door off. 
 
Reach out for help. Don’t expect one person to be everything you need when it 
comes to reinforcements. As soon as tempting thoughts enter your mind, out your-
self. Text six friends and then systematically call each one until one of them picks 
up. Fight the lie that says you’re annoying them. The sooner you bring those 
tempting thoughts into the light, the less power they have over you. James wasn’t 
lying when he promised, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). 
 
Access truth. The most obvious decision here is to open your Bible and flood your 

mind with truth. But there’s a plethora of creative ways to do this if you’re hesitant 
to pick up your Bible in those moments. Always have an audio Bible on-hand and 
fill your airwaves with God’s precious promises. Turn on Christian music or listen 
to a sermon or Christian podcast. Perhaps you have “Fighter Verses” in your wallet 
or posted on your wall—these are specific verses you’ve found particularly strate-
gic when you’re tempted to sin. 
 
Reach up to God. According to Heb 4:16, we’re called to enter God’s throne room 

of grace in time of need to receive mercy and find grace to help. You know temp-
tation to look at porn is not just any old “time of need,” this is DEFCON 1—
imminent nuclear war! You also know your resources to fight this temptation are 
limited and ineffective on their own. You need divine help. Grace is not only God’s 
gift of forgiveness, it’s also his power that he freely gives you in Christ to battle 
temptation. But you need to come to him for it. You need to get on your knees and 
pray for his help. Pray to God for eyes to see him in his glory, so the things of the 



12  

earth will grow strangely dim. Ask God to make you sober-minded to the devastat-
ing consequences of pornography. Ask him to meet you in your trials that so often 
underlie the temptation to escape them. 
 
Find someone to serve. Pornography is the epitome of selfishness. It’s exploiting 

someone else for your own pleasure. A powerful weapon against selfishness is to 
proactively find ways to serve. Serving others is much more fulfilling and doesn’t 
leave you with guilt and shame. Looking at pornography in the morning can ruin 
your whole day, sometimes your whole week. But serving someone else in the 
morning can brighten your day and become the highlight of your week. This 
doesn’t have to be extravagant. It can be as simple and powerful as praying for 
people in need, calling a friend who struggles with loneliness, or doing the leftover 
dishes in the sink. 
 
 Brother, sister, you can always get off the highway to porn, even when you feel 
you’ve gone too far. Remember, “God is faithful, and he will not let you be  
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of es-
cape, that you may be able to endure it” (1 Cor 10:13). As you grow in sanctification, 
you may still find yourself back on that highway—but the early exit signs will be-
come much clearer. The more you take those early exits, you’ll find yourself less 
frequently on the highway at all, instead opting for the scenic route of God’s glory, 
beauty, and grace.  

Why You Should Read the Bible Regularly 
 

What you read impacts you. Think about how you feel when you read your news 
feed. Reading the Bible on a regular and consistent basis has several benefits.  
 
First, the Bible shows us God’s character and provides us God’s revelation of him-
self to his people. In each section of the Bible, we see God’s holy, unchanging, 
faithful, gracious and loving character. 
 
Second, 2 Timothy 3:16–17 when discussing the topic of Scripture says that it is 
“profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteous-
ness.” The next verse goes on to say that this leads to the completeness and equip-
ping “for every good work” (ESV). 
 
Third, regularly reading God’s word reorients our thinking so that we can grow in 
maturity, which is part of the Christian calling (Ephesians 4:14–16; Romans 12:1–
2). Have you ever met a mature Christian who did not regularly read the Bible? 
These three things are really just the beginning, this list could include dozens of 
reasons why you should read the Bible on a regular basis. 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Kendra Stanford 
Team Expansion - South Asia 

“Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this: 
22 The faithful love of the Lord never ends!  

His mercies never cease. 
23 Great is his faithfulness;  

his mercies begin afresh each morning. 
24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; 

   therefore, I will hope in him!” 
~ Lamentations 3: 21-24 

 
 As we begin the new year, I’m excited to share that I was 
recently granted a five-year business visa to return to South 
Asia! This has been a significant answer to prayer, and I’m 
deeply thankful for the many of you who have faithfully prayed alongside me through 
this process. This visa provides greater legitimacy for my work and opens the door for 
deeper relationships within the communities where we operate, and I’m looking ahead 
with gratitude and expectation for how God will continue to guide this work over the 
upcoming year and season. Monday, January 26th, I will start my journey back 
to my home in Asia.  
 Securing a new living and working space carries significant potential for spiritual 
growth and for building deeper, more intentional relationships within the community. I 
am excited about the opportunity to establish a space where I can invite others in for 
meals, host cultural workshops, welcome guests through our own accommodations, 
and provide a place where local believers can gather to encourage and build one anoth-
er up. 
 Please join me in praying that the Lord will lead me to the right space in His perfect 
timing, and that He will provide a positive and supportive relationship with a new land-
lord one that will not hinder the work He has placed on my heart for this space. I would 
also appreciate prayer that God will connect me with new financial partners to help 
cover the increased costs during this season, particularly higher rent and local staff 
salaries, until the company grows to a point where it can sustainably support these ex-
penses. 
 At present, I am seeking to raise $1,350 per month for local staff salaries and $450 
per month for fixed office costs. I am also excited about the possibility of purchasing 
our own business vehicles and the opportunities this would create to personally drive 
our clients on trips both locally within our home cities and on longer journeys to other 
cities and neighboring states. Having our own vehicles is an essential need, as it gives 
us the freedom to engage in meaningful, unhurried conversations with our guests about 
the places we visit and the people we meet, and allows flexibility to stop along the way 
as needed without being tied to the schedules of local taxi or bus drivers. It also gives 
us the privacy and freedom to have deeper spiritual conversations with guests when we 
have those opportunities depending on who our guests might be.  
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Nursery January 25 
Babies: 

Jay & Lisa Rowe 
Toddlers: 

Sona Bailey, Charlotte Denney 
Preschoolers: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

 
 
 

Nursery February 1 
Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Jan DeLoach,  
Kayla Duero 

Toddlers: 
Cindy Dimmitt, Rebekah Helmick 

Preschoolers: 
Rachel Beatty, Amy Keller 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 
Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 
message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 
church membership, please see any of 

the pastors after the service,  
drop a note in the offering plate  

indicating your desire to talk with a  
pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the  

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

 In addition, owning our vehicles would 
allow us to generate income by driving 
ourselves rather than paying outside ven-
dors. This income would directly contrib-
ute toward meeting the annual revenue 
requirements set by the government for 
sustaining my business visa long term. 
The estimated cost to purchase two sev-
en-seater vehicles is $50,000 USD, 
which would allow us to have one vehicle 
in each of the primary locations where 
we operate. 
Thank you so much for praying with me 
for God’s provision for these needs and 
for His wisdom in how we steward these 
resources to make Him known among 
those we work alongside and invest in 
through relationships. I am deeply grate-
ful for your continued prayers, both for 
me personally and for the work God is 
leading me into in the coming year. It is 
an encouragement to have so many of 
you faithfully partnering with me in this 
work.  

Praise Points: 
I’m thankful that I was granted a five-
year visa to return to South Asia. 
 

I’m thankful for good, quality time visit-
ing family, friends and partners over the 
last couple of months in the US. 
 

I’m thankful for how God is continuing to 
guide and direct my work and for new 
inquiries for bookings for the travel com-
pany over the next few months. 
 

Prayer Points: 
Please pray for my upcoming travel back 
to Asia and for smooth re-entry and no 
problems returning through immigration. 
 

Please pray for upcoming bookings to go 
well and for our business to truly be a 
blessing to the locals that we partner with 
and our clients. 
 

Please pray for God’s provision and for 
the right partnerships to help cover the 
start-up needs for the business.  
 

Kendra Stanford 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for January: Bill Bailey, Dennis Brittingham 
Lockup Deacons for February: Danny Edwards, Howard Ernst 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
 

Adult 
Questions & Answers Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
Romans video series: 
    W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Youth House: Steve Posner 
New Members’ Class Gym Overhang: Tom Keller 
 

Children and Students 
Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers Room 24: Lynn Ernst, Savannah Martin 
Pre-K Room 25:  Dustin & Emily Herb 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys & Girls Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion, 
   Avalon DeLoach 

 
 
 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 11:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 6:15 p.m. 
Men’s Bible Study: 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus 6:15 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Supper: Chili 5:30 p.m. 
Adventure Club 6:20 p.m. 
Youth 6:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study: Practical Sanctification 6:45 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study: Isaiah 10:00 a.m. 
Young Adult Bible Study: Romans 6:30 p.m. 
Wedding Shower for Rachel Bright (Marshall Mills) 7:00 p.m. 

Hearing assistance devices for services in the sanctuary are available on request at 
the sound booth. 


