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Announcements 

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 
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Choir Practice 

The Adult Choir will present the cantata No Greater Love: 
Remembering the Death and Resurrection of Jesus on Sunday, 
March 29, at 6:00 p.m. Choir practice begins this after-
noon at 5:00 p.m. Anyone who is able and willing to sing 
their part is welcome. No audition necessary. Rehearsal aids 
will be provided. 
 

Joy Class Resumes 

The Joy Class will meet Tuesday, January 13, at 9:00 a.m. 
All ladies are invited to come and bring your crafts to work 
on. They meet on the second and fourth Tuesdays. 
 

New Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Bible Study group will meet Tuesday nights 
at 6:15 p.m., beginning this Tuesday, January 13. See Jes-
sica Dimmitt or Emily Herb to get a book or if you have 
questions. 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday, January 13, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Night 
This Wednesday, we’ll have Sloppy Joes for supper at 5:30 
p.m., Adventure Club at 6:20, Youth at 6:30, and Bible Study 
at 6:45. Sign up in the hall for suppers! 
 

Women of Light Ladies’ Night Out 
All women in the church are invited to have dinner together 
on Friday, January 16, at Jim ’n Nick’s Barbecue at 7822 
Abercorn Street, in front of Oglethorpe Mall. Sign up sheet 
coming, and you’ll meet at the restaurant at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Quarterly Members’ Meeting 
The first Quarterly Members’ Meeting of the year is on the 
afternoon of Sunday, January 18. The time is TBA. 
 

Old Savannah City Mission CHICKEN! 
The free food from the Old Savannah City Mission is no 
longer available to us. If you would like to share how God 
used the food to bless your family and others, please come 

Continued on p. 5 
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Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 67:1-3 
Pew Bible p. 481 

 

Prayer of Praise 
 

Greeting 
(When singing begins, please make your way to your seats and sing along!) 

 

Would you be free from your passion and pride? 
There's pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood; 

Come for a cleansing to Calvary's tide. 
There's wonderful pow’r in the blood. 

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r in the blood of the Lamb; 
There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r in the precious blood of the Lamb. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“All People that on Earth Do Dwell” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tom Keller 

2 Corinthians 13:11-14 
Pew Bible p. 971 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 8 
“Ancient of Days” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Romans 10:5-17 

Bob Dimmitt 
Pew Bible p. 946 

 

Hymn #454, bulletin p. 9 
“What a Wonderful Savior” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 
Saint Peter’s Fish 

Matthew #115 
Matthew 17:22-27, Pew Bible p. 823 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 10 
“Now Unto Him” 
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A . M .  N o t e s  

Saint Peter’s Fish  
Matthew #115 
Matthew 17:22-27 
 
At age of 20, each Jewish male registered for a census. Once enrolled he was com-
manded to pay 10 gerahs or half a shekel (about 5 dollars) as a “contribution to the 
Lord” annually for “the service of the tent of meeting” (Exodus 30:11-16).  
 
Jesus exercised His kingship over nature to provide what was needed. 
 
Observations: 
It is the only miracle He (Jesus) performed to meet His own need.  
 
 
It is the only miracle using money.  
 
 
It is the only miracle using one fish.  
 
 
This was one of many miracles that Jesus performed for Peter. 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.   
 
It is the only miracle which does not have the results recorded.  
 
1 Peter 5:6-10 
 
 
 
 
Anxiety is a self-contradiction to true humility. Unbelief is, in a sense, an 
exalting of self against God in that one is depending upon self and failing 
to trust God. 
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THE HALF-SHEKEL OFFERING: PARTNERSHIP IN THE HOLY TEMPLE! 
 

THE CHAMBERS IN THE HOLY TEMPLE FOR THE STORAGE OF THE 
HALF SHEKEL DONATIONS 
 

 The shekels that were brought to the Holy Temple were submitted to the treas-
urers and they would store them in a special chamber in the Holy Temple.  
 Maimonides writes that there were two chambers which were dedicated for the 
storage of the half-shekel donations: One chamber which was the general treasury 
for the half-shekel donations. This chamber is called the ‘Chamber of the Shek-
els.’  This chamber housed three large collection boxes. 
 Coins were withdrawn from this chamber three times a year; before the three 
festivals: Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot. Each time three boxes which contained 
the weight of three se’ah (aprox 7.7 liters) of coins each were withdrawn from this 
chamber.  This money, which was designated for the purchase of communal offer-
ings, was then transferred to the ‘Chamber of the Offering’. 
 This chamber was guarded and its doors were securely locked. In addition, its 
doors were sealed with a stamp. This would serve as proof that the doors had not 
been opened. 
 The coins that remained in the collection boxes, after all the yearly funds were 
withdrawn, were called the ‘Leftover of the Chamber’. These coins were used to 
support other purposes for the betterment of the Holy Temple and the city of Jeru-
salem. 
 

THIRTEEN COLLECTION BOXES 
 There was an additional designated place in the Holy Temple where individuals 
could submit their half-shekel donation.  
 There were thirteen collection boxes in the Temple… The box labeled ‘new 
shekels’ was designated for the half-shekel donation that was brought every year  
for the needs of that year. The box labeled ‘old shekels’ was for one who did not 
bring his half-shekel the previous year, who would contribute his shekel for the 
following year.”  
 Maimonides wrote: “There were always thirteen collection boxes available to the pub-
lic in the Holy Temple. Each box was in the shape of a ‘horn’, the first was for the collec-
tion of the half-shekel donations of the current year. The second was for the collection of 
the previous year’s half-shekel donations…” The collection boxes were in the shape of 
a ‘horn’, narrow on top, to prevent thieves from reaching inside and taking money. 
 

THE ALLOCATION OF THE FUNDS OF THE HALF-SHEKEL DONATION 
 The funds which were gathered from the half-shekel donations were allocated 
by the treasurers of the Temple to purchase all that was needed for the service of 
in the Holy Temple: Animals for the communal offerings, such as the ‘Tamid’ - Dai-
ly Offering and the holiday Additional Offerings, wine for the libations, fine flour 
and oil, salt for the offerings, spices of the incense, the ingredients for the Show-
bread, the Omer offering, and the Twin Loaves, a red heifer, the scapegoat and a 
strip of wool dyed crimson for the service of the Day of Atonement service. 
 Additionally, certain salaries were paid out from these funds such as the salary of 
the craftsmen and workers of the Holy Temple; those that prepared the incense 
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and the showbread, proofreaders of the Torah scrolls in Jerusalem and judges. 
 Other endeavors were funded from the left-over of the half-shekel donations, 
such as funding for the building of the Holy Temple, the courtyards, the Sanctuary 
and the Outer Altar. Additionally, these funds would pay for projects in the area 
surrounding the Holy Temple: The bridge which led to the Mount of Olives for the 
preparation of the red heifer, a ramp on which the scapegoat was led away from 
the Temple. The funding to build and upkeep the water aqueduct in Jerusalem, the 
surrounding walls and towers, and all that was needed for the building and upkeep 
of the city of Jerusalem. 
 Moreover, this funding enabled ample accommodations for the hosting of pil-
grims in Jerusalem; providing water sources, sleeping accommodations and so on. 

Continued from p. 1 

to Sunday evening worship, January 18, to celebrate how far and wide God 
blessed His people over the last 14 months. We should always remember to thank 
God for His undeserved mercy and grace.  
 

Senior Saints’ Lunch 

The Senior Saints will have lunch together at Spanky’s Southside on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 20. Sign the list in the hall and meet at the restaurant at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Fourth Annual Pig Pickin’ 
Kelly and Dawn Stanford, Napoleon and Savannah Martin, and 
David Clark are going for a fourth (I counted wrong) annual Pig 
Pickin’ (or, if you prefer, Pig Roast) on Saturday, January 24, 
starting at 1:00 p.m., at their farm, Low Country Soil, at 5702 
GA Hwy. 57, Townsend, Georgia. It’s a little earlier this year, 
but hopefully the weather will be nice, and there will not be any 
major road construction along I-95. There will also be ham-
burgers and hot dogs. You can bring a side dish if you like, but 
you don’t have to. All are welcome! Robert Holland has volunteered to drive the 
bus. Sign up and meet at the church at 12:15 if you want to join him! 
 

Men’s 5th Saturday Breakfast 
There is a Men’s 5th Saturday Breakfast on Saturday, January 31, from 7:15 to 
8:45 a.m. Ric Zittrouer and Jack Moore will prepare the breakfast, and Bob Dim-
mitt will share from the Scriptures. Guys of all ages are welcome. Sign the list in 
the hall! 
 

Home Fellowships 
Let Dawn know if you’d like to host a Home Fellowship on Sunday, March 1! We 
only need 3 more homes. 
 

Ghost Pirates Hockey Game 
Shawn Champion is organizing a group to go to the Savannah Ghost Pirates hock-
ey game on Friday, March 13. Puck drops at 7:00 p.m. Go green or go home! Fill 
the stands in Ghost Pirates green for Green Out Night at Enmarket Arena! Tickets 
are $25. Sign the sheet in the hall if you’d like to go! 
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January: 
13  Joy Class resumes 9:00 a.m. 
13  Women’s Bible Study begins 6:15 p.m. 
13  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
16  WOL Ladies’ Night Out: Jim ’n Nick’s, Abercorn 5:30 p.m. 
18  Quarterly Members’ Meeting TBA 
20  Senior Saints Lunch: Spanky’s Southside 11:00 a.m. 
22-24 Founders’ Conference for Pastors 
24  Pig Roast at Low Country Soil, Townsend 1:00 p.m. 
31  Men’s 5th Saturday Breakfast 7:15 a.m. 
 

February: 
1  After Church Fellowship 7:00 p.m. 
3  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
6-7  Leadership Retreat (note new date) 
7  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: DeLoach family, 
    Kelly Zittrouer, Eleanor Bowden 11:00 a.m. 
8  Senior Saints’ Valentine Banquet 12:00 p.m. 
10  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
13  Young Adult Palentine Event TBA 
 
March: 
1  Home Fellowships 6:00 p.m. 
3  Elders’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
7  Lunch at Old Savannah City Mission: Charles & Cindy Wise, 
    Jimmy & Janice Donaldson 11:00 a.m. 
8  Daylight Savings Time Ends 
10  Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
13  Ghost Pirates Hockey Game 
13  WOL Ladies’ Night Out: TBD 
28  Family Easter Event 
29  Easter Cantata 6:00 p.m. 
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Tom Keller is Organizing a Cruise! 
Tom is planning a 7 night/8 day cruise on the Caribbean Princess 
from Sept 20-27. The ship departs from and returns to Port Ca-
naveral, Florida. Ports of call include Nassau, Bahamas; Princess 
Cays, Bahamas (Princess’ private island); Amber Cove, Domini-
can Republic; and Grand Turk Island, Turks and Caicos Islands. 
Price is $1812 for an Oceanview Stateroom and $2012 for a Bal-
cony Stateroom, double occupancy. There is a signup sheet in 
the hall for anyone interested. We’ll need to know soon who wants to go so Tom can 
secure the rooms and the price.  

 

New Date for Leadership Retreat 
The retreat for our Elders and Deacons has been moved to February 
6-7. Please let any of them know if you have something you’d like 
them to discuss. Please be praying for our church leadership! 
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Articles 
A Tapestry of Bitter and Sweet Providence 
By Neil Longwe 
 
So she went out, entered a field and began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, 
she was working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek. Just 
then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The Lord be with you!” 
Ruth 2:3-4  
 
 I once heard it said that our lives are like one big tapestry, the back of it is a se-
ries of messy strands and knots. The jumble of threads is all the difficult and chal-
lenging circumstances we go through, the heart break, the hurts, the frustrations, 
the doubting of God’s goodness, the short-lived successes, and the mundane times. 
What we need to remember is there are two sides to the tapestry, we might not be 
able to makes sense of the back, but God is the master weaver who is producing a 
glorious picture on the front using the good, the bad and the ugly threads of our 
lives to produce his masterpiece. 
 The Book of Ruth is the story of two women who experienced their fair share of 
twisted knots, frayed edges, and difficult circumstances. After the death of her hus-
band and two sons, Naomi returns home to Bethlehem destitute, broken hearted 
and bitter. Accompanied by her loyal (Moabite) daughter in law Ruth, the two 
women seek to forge a new life in the city known as the “House of Bread”. 
 In the second chapter of the book, we read of Ruth seeking to glean some left-
over crops in an Israelite field. It just so happens the field belonged to a man 
named Boaz. What a coincidence! What a stroke of luck! That Ruth just happened 
to be walking into the field that belonged to Boaz, a wealthy man who also is dis-
tant relative of non-other than Naomi. Go figure! Ruth had no obvious reason to 
pick this field over any other. It is not as if there were signs and boundary fences 
indicating whose land she was entering. 
 I love the fact the Bible uses the phrase “as it turned out”. The literal translation 
is “as chance chanced” or we might say “as luck would have it”.  The narrator of 
the story deliberately uses this phrase as a rhetorical device or hyperbolic irony. In 
attributing Ruth’s good fortune to chance, the phrase points ironically to the oppo-
site end of the spectrum, mainly the sovereignty of God.  It is as if the author is 
exclaiming “there is no such thing as chance!!” All of this is the work of God’s prov-
idence! That is all the happens stance are all a result of God’s sovereign care in 
their lives. 
 There are two specific ways we see God’s providence in chapter two: firstly, that 
God would have the provision of the levirate marriage law, which enabled a rela-
tive known as the Kinsman redeemer to marry the widow of a deceased relative to 
provide an heir for the deceased. The mention of Boaz as a distant relative should 
grab our attention—we are observing the orchestration of the divine match maker. 
The second way is the provision for widows and foreigners to be fed by the cove-
nant community (Lev. 17:9-10 and Deut. 24:19-22). 
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 The significance of Ruth’s seemingly random decision to glean in that particular 
field, at that particular time on that particular day demonstrates that Ruth’s steps 
were ordered by God, and we are soon to discover that this meeting will have a 
significant impact not only the future welfare of both Ruth and Naomi but on God’s 
unfolding story of redemption. After all, from the eventual marriage of Boaz to 
Ruth came Ruth’s great grandson King David, who’s great descendant was the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus was not only born in the “House of Bread” but is the 
bread of life who provides, governs and sustains all of life. 
 Many of us may be going through difficult and challenging times, and we may 
not understand what we are going through, but God is using it for our benefit 
(Romans 8:28). The providences of God, as the puritan preacher John Flavel once 
put it, are like the Hebrew words; they can only be read properly backwards. 
 Why not take a moment this week to reflect on the steadfast love of God on your 
life, on how he has protected, sustained, and provided for you. “Give thanks to 
the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” Psalm 118:1  

F 
ood for thought: Ever think that there are some drawbacks to the immense 
freedom we have here in America? Here is one to ponder: so much freedom 
can increase our loneliness because we no longer have to stay in one place 

and “do life” with people who are also staying in this place; therefore we don’t 
make commitments. Why commit if we don’t have to? Why risk getting stuck in 
undesirable circumstances … 
 
Barry Cooper comments:  
“The god of open options is a cruel and vindictive god. He will break your heart. 
He will not let anyone get too close. But at the same time, because he is so spite-
ful, he will not let anyone get too far away because that would mean they are no 
longer an option. On and on it continues, exhausting, frustrating, confusing and 
endless, pulling towards and then pushing away, like the tide on a beach, never 
finally committing one way or the other. We have been like the starving man sit-
ting in front of an all-you-can-eat buffet, dying simply because he would not 
choose between the shrimp and the chicken.  The god of open options is also a 
liar. He promises you that by keeping your options open, you can have everything 
and everyone. But in the end, you get nothing and no one.” 

I f there is no God and we live in a strictly material, evolving universe, violence 
and suffering are just a part of the natural world with no inherent morality at-
tached to them. In this case violence would not be evil; it would simply be a 

part of the evolutionary process. Without God compassion for others is nothing 
but chemical changes in the brain. Suffering is meaningless, violence is meaning-
less. There is no such thing as good or evil. 

Bob Dimmitt 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Cham Chuen 
Gospelink - Cambodia 

2 Quarter Report, April - June 2025 
Dear Sponsors, greetings from far away!  
 I hope this message finds you well. I am happy to share that our family is in good health now, much 
better than the last quarter. Our strength is growing not only physically but also spiritually. By God’s 
grace, I have memorized 100 Bible verses this season. This has helped me grow in faith and given me 
more courage to win souls and lead my family well. My wife is a wonderful partner. She supports me in 
serving God and helps our children grow in their faith and character. Our first child, Cham Mana, is 
doing very well in school. She always ranks in the top two of her class. Our second child, Cham Sary-
ta, is known in her high school for her kindness and leadership. Both of our daughters are learning to 
serve God alongside us.  
 We also have a small farm where we take care of six cows. It helps provide for our family and sup-
ports our ministry. We thank God every day for these blessings. We are very thankful to you, our dear 
sponsors. Your prayers and support encourage us greatly. We pray for you always, asking God to 
bless you with good health, peace, and happiness. 
 
Ministry & Training 
 In our church, we have started a new training program for children to learn God’s Bible stories. Eve-
ry Sunday afternoon, about 35 children come to join us. It is a joyful time where they hear stories from 
the Bible, sing songs, and learn about Jesus’ love. I am very thankful to see these young hearts eager 
to learn. 
 I am also helping a new children’s teacher grow in her role. Her name is Yem Nang, and she is 30 
years old. Yem Nang has been a born-again Christian for 15 years. When she first started teaching, 
she was shy and unsure, but over time, with prayer and guidance, she has grown strong in faith and 
confidence. Now, she leads the children well and shares God’s Word with joy. She is becoming a great 
blessing to our ministry. 
 Our worship services are also continuing to improve. More people are joining, and our worship team 
is growing in skill and spirit. We focus on praising God with all our hearts, and many have been en-
couraged through the music and messages. It is wonderful to see the church family united in worship. 
 Besides working with children, I spend time training youth and new believers in the church. We 
study the Bible together, pray, and encourage one another to grow in faith. I thank God for His guid-
ance and strength in this work. 
 I am grateful for your prayers and support. It helps us to keep serving the Lord and reaching more 
people. Please continue to pray for Yem Nang and all the children, that they may grow strong in God’s 
love and truth. 
 
Outreach 
 My wife and I went out soul winning together this quarter, trusting God to use us to share His love. 
We traveled about 4 to 5 kilometers to a village called Aoub Sou. The journey was not easy—some 
roads were rough and dusty, and the sun was very hot—but our hearts were full of hope and faith. We 
wanted to bring the good news of Jesus to the people there. 
 In Aoub Sou village, we met 14 people who listened carefully as we shared the Gospel. We spoke 
about God’s love, forgiveness, and the hope found only in Jesus Christ. We prayed with them and 
answered their questions. It was a blessing to see their hearts open to the message. 
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Nursery January 11 
Babies: 

Lynn Ernst, Jeanie Groover, 
Beth Lewis 
Toddlers: 

Michael & Karrie Walker 
Preschoolers: 

Avalon DeLoach, Stacey Kelly 

 
 

Nursery January 18 
Babies: 

Eleanor Bowden, Mary Fowler, 
Kay Stanford, Linnea Posner 

Toddlers: 
Deborah Focht, Tricia Morris 

Preschoolers: 
Taylor & Courtney Pelton 

Right Now Media 
If you would like a free subscription to 
Right Now Media use this link: 
 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga 
 

or scan this QR code: 

If you have any questions concerning the 
message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about 
church membership, please see any of 

the pastors after the service,  
drop a note in the offering plate  

indicating your desire to talk with a  
pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the  

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

 Among these, three precious souls accepted 
Jesus as their Savior. Their names are Yey 
Heng, 61 years old, Min San, 51 years old, and 
Pou Knorn, 53 years old. Each of their stories 
touched me deeply. 
 Yey Heng is an older woman who had strug-
gled with loneliness and sadness for many 
years. When we shared how Jesus offers peace 
and hope, tears filled her eyes. She told us she 
felt a new joy in her heart she had never known 
before. Yey Heng prayed with us and promised 
to follow Jesus faithfully. 
 Min San had been searching for answers to 
life’s problems. He was open but unsure at first. 
After hearing about God’s grace and for-
giveness, he said, “This is what I have been 
looking for.” He accepted Jesus that day and 
was very thankful.  
 Pou Knorn was a quiet man who had never 
attended church. He was curious and listened 
closely as we explained God’s plan for salvation. 
When we invited him to pray, he bowed his head 
and asked Jesus to be his Lord and Savior. It 
was a beautiful moment. 
 We thank God for these new brothers and 
sisters in Christ. We have started visiting them 
regularly to encourage them and help them grow 
in their faith. 
  This outreach reminds me that even when the 
road is hard and the journey long, God’s love 
can reach the hearts of those who need Him 
most. We pray that many more will come to 
know Jesus through this work. 
 
Ministry Goals & Plans 
-Plant 2 more small groups for Bible study. 
-Share and focus on sharing the Gospel with 2 
families. 
-Have a food fellowship with members to build 
better relationships. 
  
Prayer Requests 
-Pray for the plans to start new small groups. 
-Pray for our church members to grow in faith. 
-Pray for one of our member who is very sick 
with liver disease. 

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/join/fabchurchga
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Lockup Deacons for January: Bill Bailey, Dennis Brittingham 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
 

Adult 
Questions & Answers Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
Romans video series: 
    W. Robert Godfrey, Ligonier Youth House: Steve Posner 
New Members’ Class Gym Overhang: Tom Keller 
 

Children and Students 
Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford, Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers Room 24: Lynn Ernst, Savannah Martin 
Pre-K Room 25:  Dustin & Emily Herb 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 28:  John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys & Girls Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion, 
   Avalon DeLoach 

 
 
 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study: Hebrews, Part 1 6:15 p.m. 
Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Supper: Sloppy Joes 5:30 p.m. 
Adventure Club 6:20 p.m. 
Youth 6:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study: Practical Sanctification 6:45 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study: Isaiah 10:00 a.m. 
 

Friday 
Ladies’ Night Out: Jim ’N Nick’s 5:30 p.m. 

Hearing assistance devices for services in the sanctuary are available on request at 
the sound booth. 


