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The Book of Daniel: No Compromise 
Daniel 2:31-49 

Pastor Brad Wood 

 

 
This week in our study of Daniel Chapter 2, we encounter one of Scripture's 

most remarkable prophetic visions: a dream that reveals God's sovereign control 
over human history from ancient times to the end of the age.  

King Nebuchadnezzar's troubling dream of a magnificent statue composed 
of different materials becomes a divine roadmap of world empires, demonstrating 
that our God knows the end from the beginning. Daniel's interpretation identifies 
four successive kingdoms—Babylon as the head of gold, Medo-Persia as the chest 
of silver, Greece as the belly of bronze, and Rome as the legs of iron—each literally 
fulfilled in history exactly as prophesied. The dream also tells us of one other earthly 
kingdom yet to come. 

But the most striking element is the stone cut without hands that crushes the 
entire image and grows into a mountain filling the earth, representing Christ's 
eternal kingdom that will one day replace all human governments.  

This passage encourages us to shift our focus from the chaos and turmoil of 
current events to the unchanging faithfulness of God who holds all of history in His 
hands. When we're bombarded by news cycles designed to keep us anxious and 
divided, this prophecy reminds us that we can live with unshakable peace because 
our God has already written the final chapter. The question becomes: where are our 
eyes fixed? Are we consumed by human opinions and earthly kingdoms, or are we 
trusting in the Lord with all our hearts, leaning not on our own understanding? This 
isn't just ancient history—it's a call to present-day faith that transforms how we 
navigate uncertainty. 
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Key Takeaways: 
1. God knows the end from the beginning: He is sovereign over all human 

history and kingdoms. 

2. Daniel gave all glory to God: He maintained humility even when given 

supernatural revelation. 

3. God's kingdom will ultimately triumph: All human kingdoms will fall, but 

Christ's kingdom is eternal. 

4. We can trust God completely: His proven track record in prophecy gives us 

confidence for our future. 

5. Peace comes from focusing on God, not circumstances: Where we fix our 

attention determines our emotional state. 

 

5-Day Devotional and Small Group Guide 

Day 1: The God Who Reveals Secrets 

Reading: Daniel 2:19-23 

Devotional: Daniel's first response after receiving divine revelation wasn't to rush to 
the king—it was to bless God. When God answers our prayers and reveals His truth 
to us, our initial reaction reveals our heart's posture. Daniel recognized that wisdom 
comes from God alone, not from human intellect or effort. In our information-
saturated world, we're constantly bombarded with opinions and interpretations. Yet 
true understanding comes only from the One who "reveals deep and secret things; 
He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with Him." Before you make 
decisions today, pause to acknowledge God as your source of wisdom. Thank Him 
for the insights He's already given you, and trust Him for what you still need to 
understand. 
 
Reflection Question: When God answers your prayers, is your first response 
gratitude to Him or relief for yourself? 
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Day 2: In God We Trust – Literally 

Reading: Proverbs 3:5-8; Psalm 20:7 

Devotional: "In God we trust" appears on our currency, but where do we actually 
place our trust? The sermon challenges us to examine whether we trust our bank 
accounts, our government, our circumstances, or truly God Himself. 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream revealed that every human empire—no matter how 
golden, powerful, or enduring—will ultimately crumble. Only God's kingdom stands 
forever. When you watch the news and feel your anxiety rising, when your financial 
situation feels uncertain, when relationships strain—these are opportunities to 
actively choose trust. Leaning on your own understanding leads to troubled hearts. 
Leaning on God and acknowledging Him in all your ways brings peace that 
transcends circumstances. Today, identify one area where you're trusting 
something other than God, and consciously surrender it to Him. 
 
Reflection Question: What source of information—human or divine—most 
influences your emotional state? 
 
 

Day 3: The Stone Cut Without Hands 

Reading: Matthew 21:42-44; 1 Peter 2:4-8 

Devotional: Jesus is the stone cut without human hands—the cornerstone that 
builders rejected but God made the foundation of everything. Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream presents us with a choice that echoes through eternity: we can fall on the 
stone and be broken of our pride and self-sufficiency, or the stone will eventually 
fall on us in judgment. Brokenness before Christ isn't defeat; it's the pathway to 
wholeness. When we surrender our kingdoms—our control, our plans, our self-
righteousness—we discover that His kingdom offers what ours never could: eternal 
security, unconditional love, and unshakeable peace. The kingdoms of this world 
are temporary: impressive but fragile. Christ's kingdom is eternal and invincible. 
Which kingdom are you building your life upon? 
 
Reflection Question: In what areas of your life are you still trying to be your own 
king? 
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Day 4: Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled 

Reading: John 14:1-6, 27 

Devotional: Jesus spoke these words in the upper room when His disciples' hearts 
were most troubled. He had just announced His betrayal, death, and Peter's denial. 
Their world was about to shatter. Yet Jesus spoke words of comfort and truth when 
He said, "Let not your heart be troubled"—not as a denial of difficult circumstances, 
but as a command to choose faith over fear. Notice He didn't say, "Your heart won't 
be troubled." He said, "Let not"—implying we have a choice we can make in the 
midst of our situations. Troubles will come—and quite possibly surround us—but 
they don't have to control us. The antidote to a troubled heart isn't positive thinking 
or ignoring reality; it's making a choice to believe in God and His Son. When you feel 
overwhelmed today, remember you can choose where to fix your gaze. Will you 
stare at the storm or at the One who commands it? 
 
Reflection Question: What specific trouble are you allowing to dominate your 
thoughts instead of choosing to trust God? 
 

Day 5: Peace in the God Who Knows the End 

Reading: Isaiah 46:8-11; Romans 8:28-39 

Devotional: God declares the end from the beginning. He revealed to a pagan king 
the succession of empires centuries before they rose and fell—and history 
confirmed every detail. This isn't just historical trivia; it's an invitation to trust. The 
same God who orchestrated world history is orchestrating your story. He knows 
what's coming in your life—the challenges, the victories, the uncertainties—and He 
has already made provision. You may not know what tomorrow holds, but you know 
Who holds tomorrow. This truth should transform how you face uncertainty. While 
the world lives in anxiety about the future, believers can walk in confident peace. 
Not because we have all the answers, but because we know the One who does. 
Today, surrender your need to control outcomes and rest in the sovereignty of the 
God who knows. 
 
Reflection Question: How would your life look different if you truly believed God 
knows and controls your future? 
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Practical Applications: 
 

1. Prayer: Prayer Partnership  
- Like Daniel with his three friends, form a prayer partnership with 1-3 others 
- Commit to praying together (in person or by phone) when facing difficulties 
- Share one current need and pray for each other daily 

2. Reflection: Perspective Reset 
- When you feel anxious this week, pause and ask: "Am I focusing on man's 
news or God's truth?" 
- Redirect your attention by reading one of these passages: 
   - Psalm 46 
   - Isaiah 40:21-31 
   - Matthew 6:25-34 
   - Philippians 4:4-9 

3. Scripture Study: Memorize Proverbs 3:5-6 - "Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths." 

4. Accountability: Trust Inventory 
- Each day, write down one thing you're worried about 
- Pray specifically about it, giving it to God 
- Write "In God I Trust" next to it 
- At week's end, review what God has done 

5. Thankfulness: Praise and thank God that He knows the end from the 
beginning and is in complete control. Confess areas where you've been 
trusting in your own understanding rather than God's wisdom. Ask God to 
help you maintain peace regardless of circumstances, and to be salt and 
light to those in distress. 
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Small Group Guide: The God Who Reveals Secrets 

Discussion Questions: 
• How does Daniel's response to the crisis (immediately turning to prayer with his 

friends) challenge or shape the way you handle urgent situations in your own 
life? 
 

• What does it reveal about God's sovereignty that He could accurately predict the 
rise and fall of world empires centuries before they occurred? 

 
• In what ways does the decreasing value but increasing strength of the metals in 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream (gold to iron) reflect the progression of human 
kingdoms and centralized power throughout history? 

 
• Consider the image of the stone that is cut without hands and crushes all earthly 

kingdoms, filling the earth. How does this support or challenge your 
understanding of Christ's ultimate authority and return? 

 
• Daniel consistently directed glory away from himself and toward God when 

interpreting the dream. How can you cultivate this same posture of humility in 
areas where you experience success or recognition? 

 
• Pastor Brad suggested that constant consumption of news and human opinion 

leads to troubled hearts; meanwhile fixing our eyes on God brings peace. What 
practical steps can you take to reorient your attention toward God rather than 
worldly turmoil? 

 
• How does the certainty of God's prophetic word in Daniel 2 strengthen your faith 

to trust Him with the uncertainties and unknowns in your personal future? 
 

• King Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan ruler, acknowledged that Daniel's God is the 
'God of gods' and 'revealer of secrets.' What does this teach us about God's 
ability to reveal Himself even to those who don't yet know Him? 

 
• When His disciples world was on the edge of being shattered, Jesus told them, 

“let not your heart be troubled.' How does choosing to believe and trust God 
enable you to obey this command in your current challenges? 
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• The final kingdom represented by iron mixed with clay symbolizes strength 
combined with inherent division and fragility. How do you see this tension 
playing out in our current global political landscape, and what does this mean 
for how Christians should engage with the world? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Discussion Questions: 

• What stands out to you most about Daniel's response to the king? How did he 
handle this life-or-death situation? 
 

• Review Daniel 2, Verses 31-35. What do the different materials in the statue 
represent? Why do you think they decrease in value from top to bottom? 

 
• What does the "stone cut without hands" represent?  (Daniel 2, Verses 34-35, 

44-45) What does this tell us about God's kingdom? 
 

• Daniel immediately went to prayer with his friends when faced with crisis (Daniel 
2:17-18). What is your first response when facing difficult circumstances? How 
can you make prayer your first response? 

 
• Pastor Brad mentioned that constantly watching the news can lead to dismay 

and turmoil.  Where do you tend to look for information and understanding 
about current events? How does this affect your peace of mind? 

 
• Read Proverbs 3:5-6 ("Trust in the LORD with all your heart..."). What does it look 

like to "lean not on your own understanding" in your daily life? 
 

• Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 
Me" (John 14:1). What specific area of your life is causing your heart to be 
troubled right now? How can this passage help you respond differently? 
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• Pastor Brad’s sermon emphasized that God revealing future history should 
strengthen our trust in Him. How does knowing God controls the future change 
how you approach: 
   - Your finances? 
   - Your family concerns? 
   - Your career decisions? 
   - Political/social anxieties? 

 
• Daniel maintained his character traits: refusing to compromise in purity, 

principles, and humility.  Which of these three areas is most challenging for you 
right now? What practical step can you take this week? 

 
• Jesus told us that we, as Christians, should be "salt and light" - different from 

everyone else in society who are in dismay. How can your small group be a 
source of peace and hope to others around you this week? 
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