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The Book of Daniel: No Compromise 
Daniel 2:25-30 

Pastor Brad Wood 

 

 
In Daniel Chapter 2, we are given the account of a young man standing 

before the most powerful ruler of his time with nothing but faith and humility. Daniel 
had been given an impossible task: reveal King Nebuchadnezzar's dream along with 
its interpretation or face death together with all the wise men of Babylon. What 
makes this account so compelling is not just that God revealed the secret to Daniel, 
but how Daniel responded when he stood before the king.  

Before sharing the dream, Daniel made it crystal clear that he possessed no 
special wisdom of his own. He pointed directly to God as the source of all 
revelation, refusing to accept any glory for himself. This wasn't false modesty or 
religious performance; it was genuine humility flowing from a heart that understood 
its complete dependence on God.  

The passage invites us to examine our own hearts: when God works through 
us, do we subtly take credit, or do we immediately redirect all praise to Him? 
Daniel's humility didn't diminish his effectiveness; it actually amplified it. Because 
he walked in humility, God could trust him with extraordinary revelation and 
influence.  

The same principle applies to our lives today. When we humble ourselves 
and acknowledge that every good thing comes from God, we position ourselves to 
be used powerfully in His kingdom. Humility isn't about having low self-esteem or 
thinking we're worthless; it's about having an accurate view of ourselves as God's 
beloved creation while recognizing our complete dependence on Him for 
everything. 
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Key Takeaways: 
1. Humility is the foundation of salvation: We must humble ourselves to admit 

our need for God and accept His remedy through Jesus Christ. 

2. Humility is not weakness: Jesus walked in perfect submission and had the 

most power, authority, and freedom of anyone in history. 

3. Humility gives glory to God alone: Like Daniel, we must redirect praise and 

honor to God, not ourselves. 

4. Humility considers others before self: True humility moves us from being 

self-centered to others-centered. 

5. Humility is a lifelong process: God works in us progressively to conform us to 

Christ's image through sanctification. 

 

5-Day Devotional and Small Group Guide 

Day 1: The Foundation of Humility 

Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 

Devotional: True humility begins with recognizing our complete dependence on 
God. Like Daniel standing before King Nebuchadnezzar, we must acknowledge that 
any wisdom, strength, or ability we possess comes from the Lord alone. Jesus, 
though equal with God, chose to humble Himself—becoming a servant and dying 
on a cross. This wasn't weakness; it was the ultimate expression of power under 
control. Today, examine your heart: Are you taking credit for what God has done 
through you? Humility doesn't mean thinking less of yourself; it means thinking of 
yourself less. When we decrease, He increases, and that's where true freedom 
begins. 
 
Reflection Question: What areas of your life are you still trying to control yourself 
instead of surrendering to God? 
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Day 2: Humility in Salvation 

Reading: James 4:6-10; Ephesians 2:8-9 

Devotional: Salvation itself requires humility. We must first admit we have a 
problem we cannot fix: our sinful nature separates us from a holy God. There's 
nothing we can do to earn our way back. This admission goes against everything our 
pride tells us. Yet God resists the proud…but He gives grace to the humble. When 
we humble ourselves, acknowledging our moral bankruptcy and our complete need 
for a Savior, God lifts us up. He doesn't save us because we're good enough; He 
saves us because He's gracious enough. Today, thank God that salvation isn't about 
your performance but His provision through Jesus Christ. 
 
Reflection Question: When did you first humble yourself before God, and how has 
that moment shaped your walk with Him? 
 

Day 3: Considering Others Above Yourself 

Reading: Philippians 2:3-4; Matthew 20:25-28 

Devotional: Humility transforms how we view others. Instead of constantly thinking 
about ourselves—our needs, our feelings, our preferences—we begin considering 
others. Not only is this radically countercultural, it stands in defiance of our flesh. 
Jesus didn't come to be served but to serve, touching lepers, dining with outcasts, 
and washing His disciples' feet. He had every right to demand worship, yet He 
chose to give love. As Christians, we're called to the same others-centered living. 
This week—especially during Thanksgiving—look for opportunities to serve without 
recognition. Ask yourself: "Am I coming to church wondering what I can get, or what 
I can give?" True fellowship flourishes when we prefer one another in love. 
 
Reflection Question: Who in your life needs to experience Christ's love through your 
humble service this week? 
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Day 4: Humility and Unity 

Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6; 1 Peter 5:5-7 

Devotional: Pride divides; humility unites. When we walk in lowliness of mind, 
bearing with one another in love, we maintain the unity of the Spirit. Many leave 
churches because "it's not meeting my needs"—but that's a pride issue, not a 
church issue. When we humble ourselves, we stop demanding our way and start 
seeking God's way. We recognize that every member of the body has value. We 
extend grace because we've received grace. Unity doesn't mean uniformity; it 
means we're willing to lay down our preferences for the greater good. This 
Thanksgiving consider: Are you a peacemaker or a peace-breaker in your 
relationships? 
 
Reflection Question: Is there someone you need to reconcile with, choosing 
humility over being "right"? 
 
 

Day 5: The Reward of Humility 

Reading: Matthew 18:1-4; 1 Peter 5:6; Daniel 2:25-30 

Devotional: God exalts the humble. Daniel could have accepted praise for 
interpreting the king's dream, but he immediately redirected glory to God. Jesus 
humbled Himself to death on a cross, and therefore God highly exalted Him. The 
pattern is clear: humble yourself, and in due time, God Himself will lift you up. This 
isn't about manipulating God for promotion—it's about aligning with His kingdom 
values. When we walk humbly, we walk in freedom and authority because we're 
moving in God's will. As you enter this Thanksgiving season, examine your heart. Are 
you seeking recognition or seeking to glorify God? Choose humility, and watch God 
work powerfully in and through you. 
 
Reflection Question:  What would change in your life if you truly made it your goal to 
give God glory in everything? 
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Practical Applications: 
 

1. Prayer: Do a Morning Reorientation. Before checking your phone or looking 
in the mirror, spend 5 minutes praying for others and asking God how you 
can serve someone today. 

2. Reflection: Truly examine your heart: pay attention this week to how you 
respond when you receive a compliment? Make a conscious effort to turn 
that into an opportunity to give glory to God. 

3. Scripture Study: Memorize Philippians 2:3-4 - "Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of others." 

4. Accountability: Serve in Secret: Do something kind for someone without 
telling anyone or expecting recognition. 

5. Thankfulness: Perform an Entitlement Check: Each time you catch yourself 
thinking "I deserve..." or "I'm entitled to...", stop and thank God for His grace 
instead. 

 

 

Small Group Guide: No Compromise – In Humility 

 

Discussion Questions: 
• In what ways do you find yourself naturally gravitating toward self-centeredness 

rather than considering others first, and how can you practically shift your focus 
this week? 
 

• Daniel refused to take credit for revealing the king's dream, immediately pointing 
to God instead. When have you been tempted to accept praise for something 
God has done through you, and how did you respond? 
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• The sermon explains that humility is not low self-esteem but having a realistic 
view of who you are as God's creation. How does understanding your value in 
God's eyes while acknowledging your sinfulness change your approach to daily 
life? 

 
• Jesus chose to make Himself of no reputation and serve others despite being 

God incarnate. What reputation, status, or comfort might God be calling you to 
surrender in order to serve others more effectively? 

 
• Paul instructs us to 'do all things without complaining and disputing' as a mark 

of humility. What areas of your life are characterized by complaining, and how 
might eliminating that complaint transform your witness? 

 
• Pastor Brad stated that submission to God actually brings freedom, power, and 

authority rather than restriction. How have you experienced this paradox in your 
own walk with Christ? 

 
• Daniel's humility was described by Pastor Brad as the foundation for his other 

character traits like purity and unwavering faith. How does pride undermine 
other spiritual disciplines in your life? 
 

• When Jesus touched lepers and spoke with outcasts, He demonstrated radical 
humility by identifying with the marginalized. Who are the 'untouchables' in your 
community that God might be calling you to reach with His love? 

 
• Pastor Brad mentioned that many people leave churches because 'it's just not 

giving me what I need' rather than asking what they can give. How can you shift 
from a ‘consumer mentality’ to a ‘servant mentality’ in your church community?  

 
• Considering that our only true 'entitlement' is separation from God due to sin, 

how does this reality reshape your perspective on what you think you deserve in 
life? 
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-* -Being salt and light in the world 

Further Discussion Questions: 

• Read Daniel 2:24-30. What stands out to you about Daniel's response to the 

king? How does he redirect attention away from himself? 

 

• Read Philippians 2:1-11. What does Paul mean by "let this mind be in you which 

was also in Christ Jesus"? What specific actions did Jesus take that 

demonstrated humility? 

 
• How does the sermon define humility? How is this different from low self-

esteem or being a "doormat"? 

 

• Pastor Brad stated that "the only thing we are entitled to is an eternity of 

separation from God." How does understanding this change your perspective on 

grace? 

 
• Pastor Brad mentioned that he thinks about himself more than anything else 

when he wakes up. How does this resonate with you? What would it look like to 

start your day with an others-centered mindset? 

 
• Read Philippians 2:14-15. Paul challenges us to "do all things without 

complaining and disputing." What areas of your life reveal a complaining or 

entitled heart? 

 
• Jesus "made Himself of no reputation" and touched lepers, spoke with outcasts, 

and identified with sinners. Who are the "lepers" in today's society that 

Christians might avoid? How can we follow Jesus' example? 
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• Pastor Brad explained that submission to God brings freedom, power, and 

authority. How have you experienced this paradox in your own life? 

 
• Read Micah 6:8. What does it mean practically to "walk humbly with your God" 

in your daily life?  

 
• As we enter Thanksgiving week, how does humility change the way we give 

thanks? What are you specifically thankful for that you didn't earn or deserve? 
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