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The Book of Daniel: No Compromise 
Daniel 1:1-4 

Pastor Brad Wood 

 

 
The book of Daniel opens with a sobering historical backdrop: Jerusalem has 

fallen, the temple ransacked, and 10,000 captives dragged to Babylon. Yet amid this 
devastation, we encounter one of Scripture's most remarkable figures—a young 
man who 'purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself.'  

This sermon takes us deep into the context that makes Daniel's resolve so 
extraordinary. We're walked through generations of kings—from the righteous 
Hezekiah to the utterly wicked Manasseh who sacrificed his own children to idols, 
and through the revolving door of compromised leadership that followed.  

The nation had earned its judgment through persistent idolatry and rebellion. 
What makes Daniel's stand breathtaking is that he was swimming against a cultural 
tide of total compromise. Out of 10,000 captives, only four names emerge as those 
who refused to bend.  

The central challenge lands powerfully in our laps: in a world growing darker 
by the day, where wrong is celebrated as right and righteousness is mocked, will we 
purpose in our hearts to stand without compromise? The message reminds us that 
Daniel had every justification to give up—he was more faithful than most, yet still 
suffered captivity. But instead of bitterness, he chose integrity.  

The practical application draws from Hebrews 10: hold fast to our 
confession, encourage one another regularly, and keep our eyes fixed not on the 
chaos around us but on the day of Christ's return. When lawlessness abounds, the 
love of many grows cold—but we're called to be different, to see the lost as 
prisoners of war who need liberation, not condemnation. 
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5-Day Devotional and Small Group Guide 

Day 1: The Faithfulness of God in Judgement 

Reading: 2 Kings 21:1-18; 2 Chronicles 33:10-16 

Devotional: Manasseh's life reveals a stunning truth: no one is beyond God's reach. 
This king practiced witchcraft, sacrificed his own children, and led an entire nation 
into wickedness. Yet when he humbled himself in captivity, God heard his prayer 
and restored him. The judgment promised upon Judah came because of 
accumulated sin, but individual mercy was still available. God's faithfulness doesn't 
mean absence of consequences—Manasseh's repentance didn't cancel the 
nation's coming exile. However, it does mean that personal restoration is always 
possible. Whatever you've done, wherever you've wandered, God receives genuine 
repentance. His faithfulness outlasts our unfaithfulness. Today, remember: you're 
never too far gone for God's grace. 
 

Day 2: Purposing Your Heart in Evil days 

Reading: Daniel 1:1-21 

Devotional: "Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself." These 
words echo through history as a declaration of holy resolve. Surrounded by 10,000 
captives in a pagan empire, Daniel chose faithfulness when compromise would 
have been understandable. He had every excuse—torn from family, serving an 
pagan king, living in a culture hostile to his God. Yet somehow he stood firm. The 
key wasn't his circumstances but his heart's purpose. Before the test came, Daniel 
had already decided who he would serve. Where is your heart purposed today? In 
our increasingly hostile culture, we need Daniel's resolve. Decide now, before the 
pressure comes, that you will stand with God regardless of cost. Purpose breeds 
perseverance. 
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Day 3: Holding Fast Without Wavering 

Reading: Hebrews 10:19-25 

Devotional: "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful." The writer of Hebrews gives us the antidote to spiritual 
drift: remember God's faithfulness, gather with believers, and watch for Christ's 
return. When lawlessness abounds, love grows cold—not the world's love, but 
agape, the divine love that flows through believers. We lose this love when we fixate 
on cultural decay instead of Christ's coming. Daniel maintained his walk by keeping 
his eyes on God, not Babylon's wickedness. We need the same focus. Don't forsake 
gathering together; isolation makes you vulnerable. Share testimonies of God's 
faithfulness. Encourage one another. Fix your eyes on the day of Christ's return, not 
the Antichrist's arrival. This focus keeps love burning bright. 
 
 
 
 

Day 4: The Reality of Biblical History 

Reading: Jeremiah 39:1-10; 2 Kings 25:1-21 

Devotional: The fall of Jerusalem wasn't just a Bible story—it was documented 
history. Archaeological evidence confirms Nebuchadnezzar's campaigns, the 
Babylonian Chronicles detail his conquests, and artifacts from Charkomish verify 
the battles. Why does this matter? Because if God got the past right, we can trust 
Him with the future. The Bible isn't mythology or moral tales; it's accurate historical 
record. When skeptics doubt Daniel's prophecies, they ignore that fulfilled 
predictions prove divine authorship. The God who precisely orchestrated ancient 
empires still governs today. Your struggles aren't random chaos; they're part of His 
sovereign plan. The same God who brought Israel through 70 years of captivity and 
restored them walks with you through your trials. History proves His faithfulness. 
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Day 5: Prisoners of War Need Liberation 

Reading: Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-21 

Devotional: Jesus warned that when lawlessness abounds, believers' love grows 
cold. We become fixated on cultural battles, seeing opponents rather than 
prisoners of war. The world, chained in spiritual bondage, desperately needs the 
church to proclaim liberty. But cold hearts throw stones instead of extending grace. 
Daniel lived in Babylon—surrounded by paganism, idolatry, and immorality—yet 
maintained love for God and others. He didn't isolate or condemn; he served 
faithfully, demonstrating God's character. We're called to the same. Those trapped 
in sin aren't our enemies; they're captives needing freedom. Christ came to bind up 
the brokenhearted and set prisoners free. Will you be His ambassador? Keep your 
love warm by fixing your eyes on Jesus, not the world's darkness. Stand without 
compromise, but love without condition. 
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Small Group Guide: Standing Without Compromise 

 

Key Takeaways: 
1. The Bible is historically accurate and trustworthy - Archaeological evidence 

confirms the biblical record, strengthening our faith. 

2. God's grace extends even to the worst sinners - Manasseh's life shows no 

one is beyond redemption. 

3. Standing alone is possible with God - Daniel chose faithfulness when almost 

no one else did. 

4. Compromise begins in the heart - Daniel's stand started with a heart 

decision before any external pressure came. 

5. Community is essential - We need each other to stand firm in difficult times 

("zebra theology"). 

6. Keep your eyes on the right day - Focus on Christ's return, not on the 

tribulation or evil around us. 

 
 

Discussion Questions: 
• How can we develop the same resolve Daniel had to stand without compromise 

in an increasingly secular culture that celebrates values contrary to Scripture? 
 

• What does Manasseh's life of extreme wickedness followed by genuine 
repentance teach us about God's grace, and how should this shape how we 
view people we consider 'too far gone'? 

 
• In what ways might our love be growing cold because we're focused on the 

wrong 'days'—watching for tribulation and the Antichrist rather than Christ's 
return? 
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• Daniel purposed in his heart not to defile himself despite being surrounded by 
compromise; what specific areas of compromise are you most tempted to 
accept in your own life? 

 
• Why do you think only four young men out of 10,000 captives are recorded as 

standing firm for God, and what does this say about the cost of faithfulness? 
 

• How does understanding that unbelievers are 'prisoners of war in a spiritual 
cosmic battle' change the way we should engage with those who oppose biblical 
values? 

 
• Pastor Brad emphasized not forsaking assembly together and exhorting one 

another; how can we make our gatherings more effective at stirring up love and 
good works rather than just being social clubs? 

 
• What can we learn from the fact that Daniel remained faithful even though he 

still suffered captivity, suggesting that righteousness doesn't always prevent 
hardship? 

 
• How does recounting God's faithfulness in biblical history and in our own lives 

practically strengthen our ability to stand firm in difficult times? 
 

Practical Applications: 
 

1. Prayer: Ask God for courage to purpose in your heart not to compromise. 
Pray for wisdom to recognize cultural pressures to compromise. Pray for 
believers you know who are "stragglers from the herd" 

2. Reflection: Identify one area in your heart where you've been compromising 
or considering compromise 

3. Scripture Study: Research one other biblical figure who stood firm under 
pressure (Joseph, Esther, Jeremiah, etc.) Note what helped them stand and 
what challenges they faced. 

4. Accountability: Do a "media audit" - what are you consuming that fixes your 
eyes on the world's problems rather than Christ's return? Intentionally 
replace negative/fearful content with Scripture and worship 

5. Thankfulness: Thank the Lord for His faithfulness, and for the love and grace 
He extends to you. Reach out to 2-3 people in this fellowship to encourage 
them in their walk with the Lord. 
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Further Discussion Questions: 

• What surprised you most about the historical context leading up to Daniel's 

captivity? How does understanding this background change your perspective on 

the account of Daniel's life? 

 

• In the sermon, Pastor Brad described a nation filled with idolatry, wickedness, 

and compromise. How did Daniel manage to remain faithful when everyone 

around him was unfaithful? What can we learn from this? 

 
• Discuss the life of King Manasseh. What does his repentance and restoration 

teach us about God's character? How do we reconcile God's forgiveness with 

the lasting consequences of sin? 

 
• Daniel 1:8 says Daniel "purposed in his heart" not to defile himself. What does it 

mean to "purpose in your heart" to follow God? How is this different from simply 

having good intentions? 

 
• Daniel faced pressure to conform to Babylonian culture and values. What are 

the specific cultural pressures you face to compromise your faith? Where do 

you feel most tempted to "go along" rather than stand firm? 

 
• Out of 10,000 captives, only four are mentioned as standing firm. Why do you 

think so few chose to remain faithful? What makes the difference between those 

who stand and those who compromise? 
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• In his message, Pastor Brad referenced Hebrews 10:23-25, which gives three 

keys to standing firm: 

   - Holding fast to our confession of hope 

   - Considering one another to stir up love and good works 

   - Not forsaking the assembling together    

 Which of these three do you find most challenging? How can you grow in these 

areas? 

 
• Pastor Brad warned about focusing on "the wrong days" (tribulation, evil, the 

antichrist) rather than the day of Christ's return. How does keeping your eyes on 

Jesus' return change the way you live day-to-day? What practical difference 

does it make? 

 
• Jesus warned that "because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 

cold" (Matthew 24:12). Have you noticed this happening in your own heart? How 

can we guard against our love growing cold when surrounded by increasing 

lawlessness? 
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