
 
Epworth United Methodist Church. 

Sunday, December 7th, 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 

  

Welcome and Invitations                                                                                   Rev. Steve Taylor  

 

*Call to Worship:   

 Beloved, we gather to remember who we are, not who the world tells us to be.                          

We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.                                                      
We recall the story of God’s people, how God has called us to live in peace and righteousness in 

a world full of conflict and twisted morality.                                                                                 

We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.                                           
We recount the story of our journey with God, the moments of God’s provision, God’s prodding, 

and God’s prophetic guidance.                                                                                                     

We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.                                                                    
We gather to repent and return anew to God’s story that guides our lives to work for peace and 

flourishing for all God’s creation.                                                                                                

We gather to tell the story of the day that all the earth awaits. Thanks be to God! 

Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise:                                                                                                        UMH 204 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel (sing twice) 

 

Lighting Of The Advent Candle                                                                           Ehrlich Family 

 

Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the story of Jesus, who enacts peace by 

judging in favor of the poor and deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We long for the 

day when “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and 

the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6).                          

Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true peace comes when we 

seek the flourishing of all God’s creation.                                                                       

We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to bring Light to the places the world 

seeks to hide until that day when all creation lives together in harmony and abundance.         

(Light the second candle of the Advent wreath.) 

 



 
Songs of Praise                                                                   Praise Band 

                                                           The Birthday of a King 

                                                                   We Believe 

                                                           

Offering/Offertory                                   Rev. Steve Taylor 

                                                                                            Jill Mansfield 

                                                   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

Doxology                                                                                                                             UMH 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

            Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 

             Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

 

Children’s Moment             Rev. Steve Taylor 

Scripture:  

                                                         Isaiah 9: 6-7 

     

Sermon                                                                                                                Rev. Steve Taylor 

                                                     Peace Is On Its Way 

Pastoral Prayer 

Service of the Word and Table 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us 

through the prophets. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 



 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 

Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 

to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come 

when you would save your people. 

He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 

you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 

and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, 

in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 

he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 

gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

poured out for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me." 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 

we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 

as a holy and living sacrifice, 

in union with Christ's offering for us, 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith 

 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by his blood.                                                                                                                    

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 

one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 



 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Giving of the Bread and Cup 

 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 

We give you thanks, God, for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us.  

Allow us grace to go into the world, strengthened by your Spirit, to give ourselves for others.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Song                                                                                                                Praise Band 

Jesus Messiah 

 

Sending Forth                                                                                                     Rev. Steve Taylor 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Announcements and Information 

 
                                                                                                                                             

 

         

                                                                                                                                                                                                       



 
                                                                              

                                              
                                         

                                                                                   



 

                                   

 
                                                                                                                                                                       



 

                                             

                          
                                                       

Epworth Movie Night!!!!

December 14th 5:00pm 

Food, Fellowship, and a great 
movie!!!!!

All are invited!

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
 

         

 

        

                                         


