SERMON APPLICATION GUIDE
EPHESIANS 3:1-11


Ask for God’s Spirit to give you understanding of His Word, eyes to see who He is, conviction and discernment to know how this applies to your life, freedom to speak with humility and honesty before others, as well as love to listen graciously to others. Then read through the passage together before talking through the questions below. Leave time at the end for sharing more specifically how you might need prayer in light of what you discussed, as well as ways you can respond this week. 

DISCUSSION 1: GOD’S HOUSE AND TEMPLE (REVIEW OF 2:19-22)
1. What are some implications of our life that come along with being citizens in God’s kingdom, part of God’s household, and God’s temple? What are both blessings and responsibilities?
2. How should we view, relate to, and treat one another as Christians in light of us being called God’s kingdom citizens, household, and temple together?
3. What are ways those in a local church are being built up together in Christ?
4. What are 1-2 things others could do to help build you up in your faith? Or, what are ways you need built up in this season?
5. The language in 2:21-22 also emphasizes God’s desire to be near, present, and worshipped in our midst. How do we approach our time together as believers, not only with a desire to build one another up, but also to draw near to and worship the God who dwells among us?

DISCUSSION 2: STEWARDS AND HEIRS (3:1-7)
1. How does 3:1-11 connect to 2:11-22?
2. What is Paul a steward of in 3:2, 7? What does it look like for him to be a faithful steward?
3. Though different from Paul, in what ways are we stewards of God’s grace?
4. Jesus not only makes Christian Jews and Gentiles one and at peace (2:11-22) but those in Christ also receive the promises of Abraham given to Jews (2:12; 3:6; see also Gal. 3:29; 4:7, 28; Rom. 8:17). What are the promises we now partake in or what are we heirs of?

DISCUSSION 3: CHRIST’S GRACE (3:8-13)
1. Read Eph. 3:8. What stands out to you about how Paul describes himself and then how he describes Christ?
2. How does the Church’s unity—including the oneness of Jew and Gentile—display to all the wisdom, grace, and power of God?
3. If God can unite the two hostile groups of Jew and Gentile through Christ, how can Christ help us pursue peace, reconciliation, and unity with others we might not agree with or struggle to love?
4. How does Jesus give us access to God and confidence before God?
5. Why do you think Paul ends with verse 13? Or, how does 3:13 connect to what’s been written before it in chapters 2-3?

NOTES OR PRAYER REQUESTS





Ephesians Resources
You can find additional resources on Ephesians at our Discipleship Resources page at https://stonescrossing.com/discipleship-resources
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