
Becoming	A	Disciple		
Part	2	-	Intimately	Acquainted	

	
And	Saul	approved	of	their	killing	him.		 	 	 																Acts	8:1a	(NIV)	
	
I	was	circumcised	when	I	was	eight	days	old.	I	am	a	pure-blooded	citizen	of	Israel	
and	a	member	of	the	tribe	of	Benjamin—a	real	Hebrew	if	there	ever	was	one!	I	
was	a	member	of	the	Pharisees,	who	demand	the	strictest	obedience	to	the	Jewish	
law.	6	I	was	so	zealous	that	I	harshly	persecuted	the	church.	And	as	for	
righteousness,	I	obeyed	the	law	without	fault.	7	I	once	thought	these	things	were	
valuable,	but	now	I	consider	them	worthless	because	of	what	Christ	has	done.	 	

														Philippians	3:5-7	(NLT)	
	

And	I	want	you	to	know,	my	dear	brothers	and	sisters,	that	everything	that	has	
happened	to	me	here	has	helped	to	spread	the	Good	News.	13	For	everyone	here,	
including	the	whole	palace	guard,	knows	that	I	am	in	chains	because	of	Christ.	14	
And	because	of	my	imprisonment,	most	of	the	believers	here	have	gained	
confidence	and	boldly	speak	God’s	message	without	fear.	 	 	 							

									Philippians	1:12-14	(NLT)	
	

“Anyone	who	says	that	it	is	easy	to	follow	Jesus	is	a	liar.	he	himself	
said	that	the	way	is	narrow.	but	nothing	we	forgo	in	the	cause	of	
Christ-wealth,	popularity,	kudos,	not	even	our	very	lives	-	can	come	
anywhere	close	to	the	return.	the	price	we	pay	to	follow	Jesus-
whatever	it	might	be	will	acquire	for	us	the	most	astounding	'bargain'	
of	our	lives!"	
	
But	whatever	were	gains	to	me	I	now	consider	loss	for	the	sake	of	Christ.	8What	is	
more,	I	consider	everything	a	loss	because	of	the	surpassing	worth	of	knowing	
Christ	Jesus	my	Lord,	for	whose	sake	I	have	lost	all	things.	I	consider	them	garbage,	
that	I	may	gain	Christ	9and	be	found	in	him,	not	having	a	righteousness	of	my	own	
that	comes	from	the	law,	but	that	which	is	through	faith	in	Christ—the	
righteousness	that	comes	from	God	on	the	basis	of	faith.	10I	want	to	know	Christ—
yes,	to	know	the	power	of	his	resurrection	and	participation	in	his	sufferings,	
becoming	like	him	in	his	death,	11and	so,	somehow,	attaining	to	the	resurrection	
from	the	dead.	 	 	 				 	 													Philippians	3:7-11	(NIV)	
	
that	I	may	know	Him	and	the	power	of	His	resurrection,	and	the	fellowship	of	His	
sufferings,	being	conformed	to	His	death,																														Philippians	3:10	(NKJV)	
	
But	even	if	you	should	suffer	for	what	is	right,	you	are	blessed.	“Do	not	fear	their	
threats;	do	not	be	frightened.”	 	 																																									1	Peter	3:14	(NIV)	
	
Blessed	is	the	one	who	perseveres	under	trial	because,	having	stood	the	test,	that	
person	will	receive	the	crown	of	life	that	the	Lord	has	promised	to	those	who	love	
him.	 	 	 															 	 	 	 												James	1:12	(NIV)	

And	whoever	does	not	carry	their	cross	and	follow	me	cannot	be	my	disciple.		
	 	 	 	 	 				 	 												Luke	14:27	(NIV)	
	

And	this	is	my	prayer:	that	your	love	may	abound	more	and	more	in	knowledge	
and	depth	of	insight,	10so	that	you	may	be	able	to	discern	what	is	best	and	may	be	
pure	and	blameless	for	the	day	of	Christ,	11filled	with	the	fruit	of	righteousness	
that	comes	through	Jesus	Christ—to	the	glory	and	praise	of	God.	 					

													Philippians	1:9-11	(NIV)	
	

“The	one	near	to	the	sword	is	near	to	God,	and	he	who	is	in	the	midst	
of	beasts	is	in	the	midst	of	God:	only	let	it	be	in	the	name	of	Jesus	
Christ,	so	as	to	suffer	together	with	him.	I	endure	all	things	because	
he,	the	perfect	man,	empowers	me”	
	


