
  

 

Asbury Articles: December 13, 2023 

 
As many of you know, I am scheduled for knee replacement surgery on December 26 
(having been postponed from an earlier date). I am told by the surgeon to plan to be 
gone from work for about 6 weeks. I anticipate being able to join you on worship via 
livestream!  So, some notes about how to talk with a pastor while I’m recuperating: 

• From December 26-January 5, please call Rev. Heather Hammer 925-321-4298. 
Heather will also handle messages from the church office December 26-January 1 as 
the office is closed. 

• From January 6 on, please call our Assistant Minister, Jordan Sylar, 423-790-
6183. Jordan will call on others as needed. 

Heather and Jordan will preach and lead worship Sunday mornings. In addition, we 
have three excellent guest preachers and I know you will want to hear and support 
them: 

• January 21, Kim Montenegro is our guest preacher. 

o Bio: Reverend Kimberly Montenegro is the Director of Religious and Spiritual 
Life at University of the Pacific, in Stockton California. She is an ordained elder 
and served previously churches throughout the Central Valley of California 
both as Lead Pastor and a youth director. 

• January 28, Michael Yoshii is our guest preacher. 



o Bio: Rev. Michael Yoshii is a retired clergy in the Cal-Nevada Annual 
Conference.  Prior to retirement in 2020 he served as Co-Chair of the Order of 
Elders with Rev. Kathy La Point Collup and was also the Co-Chair for the 
Conference Advocacy & Justice Committee.  He served on the General Board 
of Global Ministries from 2008-2012  and the National Community 
Development Program Advisory Board of GBGM for over a decade.  In 
retirement, Rev Yoshii has resumed his role as the Co-Chair of the Friends of 
Wadi Foquin, a partnership with the West Bank Palestinian village of Wadi 
Foquin started in 2009.  In October 2023, Rev. Yoshii received a California 
Legislature "Life Time Achievement Award" Assemblywoman Mia Bonta in the 
18th District.   He and his wife, Suzanne,  have two daughters and four 
grandchildren who make sure they stay actively awake (most of the day)  to 
enjoy life and family. 

• February 4, Randall Miller is our guest preacher. 

o A longtime advocate for LGBT equality, Dr. Randall Miller is a former Assistant 
Professor of United Methodist Studies & Ethics at Pacific School of Religion 
and currently serves as the Chief of Staff at Borealis Philanthropy, a national 
grant making organization supporting grassroots organizations focused on 
achieving social justice and racial equity. As a board member of the UM 
General Board of Church & Society, Randall served on the writing team that 
produced the revised UM Social Principles. 

 
Last Sunday, the Sanctuary came alive with the harmonious melodies of the annual 
Christmas Concert, a captivating showcase of musical prowess and holiday spirit. 
From seasoned maestros to budding talents, the stage was graced by a diverse 
ensemble of musicians who delivered an unforgettable performance. Cameron David, 
the MC, effortlessly blended charm and wit, sprinkling the event with humor that was 
as delightful as the music itself. 

One of the remarkable aspects of this concert was the range of talent on display, 
spanning generations. From young musicians making their debut to seasoned 



performers, each brought their unique flair to the stage, creating an atmosphere of 
inclusivity and celebration.  

All proceeds are going to Partners for Change, local mission outreach helping under-
resourced folks in the Tri-Valley. Thank you for your generosity! 

For those who missed the live experience, fear not! The magic of the concert lives on 
through the recorded live stream, allowing viewers to relive the enchantment. 
Additionally, a gallery of vibrant photos captures the essence of the event, preserving 
cherished moments for all to enjoy. 

Watch the concert View the photo gallery  

Celebrating Generosity: Poinsettias Adorn Our Sanctuary, 
Thanks to Your Kindness 

As the holiday season unfolded, our community came together in a beautiful display of 
generosity, illuminating our Sanctuary with the vibrant colors of poinsettias. This 
stunning sight was made possible by the heartfelt contributions to our Flower Fund, a 
testament to the love and remembrance cherished by each donor. 

We extend our deepest gratitude to every individual whose kindness transformed our 
space into a festive haven. Your donations were not merely financial support; they 
were acts of love, celebrating and honoring those who hold special places in our 
hearts. 

In celebration of cherished moments and in loving memory of those who have left 
indelible imprints on our lives, we'd like to share the names of those honored through 
your thoughtful donations: 
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Tiny Homes Update 

After nearly two years of research, meetings, and prayers, Asbury UMC has submitted 
a General Planning Application for a tiny-home community. It will be called Garden 
Vista, since it would overlook Fertile Groundworks. 

The Tiny Homes Task Force is asking you as part of Asbury’s Congregation to write 
letters of support to City Council Members and the Mayor. If possible, we suggest 
both email and mail (1052 South Livermore Ave., Livermore, CA  94550) but only one is 
helpful, too.  

We still have a long process ahead, including a vote by the members of the 
congregation once we have the final details. Another way to help is by attending the 
City Council meetings in person (second and fourth Mondays of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Civic Center Meeting Hall, City Council Chambers located at 1016 S. Livermore Avenue), 
where you can speak during the public comment section. When you arrive, complete a 
speaker card to get your name on the speaker list.  

TIPS FOR LETTER WRITING: 

• Keep it short and genuine 

• Let people know what you feel and why 

• Please write as a member of the community and a part of Asbury 

• Stress the need for housing the unsheltered 

• Mention we are making the land available at no cost 

• Discuss that it is part of Asbury’s mission to care for those who are less fortunate 

• Please remain positive in your comments 

• This is a healing ministry because we will have wrap around services 

• Please note you don’t need to include all of the above in your letter—we are just giving 
you some ideas 

Here are some sample letters to get the creative juices flowing. If you would like to 
talk with someone on the Task Force, please let the church office know. 
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Yours with deep gratitude,  
the Tiny Homes Task Force 

 

Christmas Alternative Gift Catalog 

As we embrace the season of giving, let us celebrate the joy found in sharing gifts and 
supporting our local ministries. Each gift given is a reflection of our generosity and 
compassion, spreading warmth and hope to those around us. Asbury's support for 
local ministries not only strengthens our community but also nurtures a spirit of 
togetherness and solidarity. Let's remember that our contributions, whether big or 
small, make a significant impact and create a ripple effect of positivity. This holiday 
season, let's continue to spread love and support, knowing that our efforts truly make 
a difference in the lives of others. 

Our Christmas Alternative Gift Catalog introduces several ministries that represent mission 
opportunities locally. You decide which ministries you would like to support. Click on the 
name of the ministry to find out more. Complete the order form, total your donations, and 
make payment payable to Asbury UMC. Asbury will send your donations to the ministries of 
your choice. We will also provide you with gift cards and envelopes that you may send to 
those whom you honor with your donations. 

Printed copies will be available on Sunday in the sanctuary. 
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Longest Night Worship 

Thursday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel 
Our Longest Night or Blue Christmas worship will be Thursday, December 21 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Chapel.  The service will include a time for prayer, singing, and reflection. The 
service is designed to address the sadness that many of us feel this time of year due to the 
loss of loved ones as well as other losses in our lives. All are welcome.  

 

Sunday School: Christmas Edition 

December 17th 
Tony Gnecco will be leading a special lesson this Sunday, December 17th during 
worship. Youth and Youth Alumni are invited to come take the dreaded "Christmas 
Quiz" and enjoy some goodies. We will cover what is and is not a part of the Christmas 
story, and have a blast along the way!  

 

Christmas Eve at Asbury 

December 24, 2023  
We would love to invite you to come celebrate Christmas Eve with us! This year we 
are hosting three special events on Christmas Eve. Join us for games and fellowship 
time in the morning, interactive telling of the Christmas story in the afternoon and/or 
traditional candlelight service at 11 PM. 



There will be a photo booth and hot chocolate after each event! 

10 AM - Celebration of Christmas | Fellowship Hall 
Let's enjoy fellowship time with donuts, bagels, our special hot chocolate, coffee and of 
course, something for people who can’t have sugar. 
We will sing carols, play Christmas games and share. 

4:30 PM - Family Christmas Eve Service | Sanctuary 
Let your inner angel, shepherd or Wise Guy have some fun at Asbury! Special service with the 
interactive telling of the Christmas story, candlelight,  Christmas carols and Christmas music. 

11 PM - Traditional Candlelight Service | Sanctuary 
Traditional candlelight service will include music by Faith Choir Ensemble and the singing of 
carols. Following the worship service, we will have a hot chocolate bar after. 

More info  

 

 

Community Christmas Caroling 

Sunday, December 17 at 3:30 PM 
Community Christmas Caroling will happen on Sunday, December 17. All are 
welcome to attend. We will meet at 3:30 PM in the fellowship hall to arrange for 
carpools. We will be dividing into three groups, with each group having their first gig at 
4 PM. Each group will visit Asbury friends for an hour and 15 minutes. Then everyone 
will meet at 5:30 PM at the 900 building of Heritage Estates to sing as a mass choir 
outside of their dining room. We will return to Asbury by 6 PM to return Christmas 
Carol book and jingle bells and to share a light meal of Togos sandwiches. 
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Point in Time Count 

January 25, 2024, from 5 am – 10 am 
Asbury has been asked to help with the Point in Time (PIT) count again this year. On 
the PIT, we go out into Alameda County and count the number of homeless in a 5-
hour time period. This count helps the county to understand how it is doing on ending 
homelessness and is also used for getting federal and state grants.  

PIT is January 25, 2024, from 5 am – 10 am. There will be training, and we will go out 
in pairs often with a guide from someone who works with unsheltered folks. We had a 
good contingent from Asbury help in 2023 we hope to have a good turn out this year.  

To register please click here or use the QR code. Be sure to mark that you want to 

count in Livermore. And let Jordan know if you are going to join the PIT so we can let the 
city know how many from Asbury are involved. Invite you friends to join you! Thank you. 

 

 

Do you, or someone you know, need a mattress? 

• Queen Sealy Posturepedic Plus Hybrid Highpoint Firm Mattress 

Bought new in May 2023. Being replaced due to personal preference, nothing wrong 
with the mattress ("It’s too soft for me and I don’t like the memory foam. I’m heavy and 
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sink down into it too much, but someone else might like it."). 
 

Needs to be picked up before Christmas. 

Please contact the church office if you are interested or need more info. Thanks! 

 

Landscape Crew Volunteers Needed! 

Do you like the great outdoors? Would you like to work with a like-minded 
group of people? Do you want to help Asbury be welcoming to all the people 
who use our campus?  

If so, we are looking for additional volunteers to work on the Landscape Crews. Crews 
work for about 2 hours on Saturday mornings. Most of the year, each crew is 
scheduled for every 8th week. In the Fall during leaf season it is every 4th week. 
Cleanup, pruning, and weeding are the major tasks. 

If interested, please contact Debbie Larder and I will get you on one of the work crews! 
Thanks!  

 
Shepherd’s Gate is looking for volunteers for some of their holiday 
activities. Shepherd’s Gate’s mission is to meet the physical, spiritual and emotional 
needs of women and children suffering from homelessness, addiction, and domestic 
violence through the love of Jesus Christ. They have facilities in Livermore and 
Brentwood.  

2023 Holiday Volunteer opportunities can be viewed here. If you prefer to donate gifts 
to their residents you can see what is suggested at this link. 

Shepherd’s Gate has been in operation since 1983 and been a 501c3 non-profit since 
1984. They have helped over 13,000 women and children since then. Please consider 
helping them with their mission. 
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RECURRING EVENTS 

• Sundays; 10am: Asbury worship service 

CHOIRS 

• Faith Choir - Thursdays at 7:30pm: Sanctuary 

• Cherub Choir - Sundays at 11:30am: Room 5 

• Rainbow Choir - Sundays at 11:30am: Sanctuary 



• Youth Choir - Sundays at 11:30am: Chapel 

• Asbury Ringers - Sundays at 7pm: Sanctuary 

OPEN SMALL GROUPS 

• 1st and 3rd Monday; 6pm: Monday Night Small Group (Contact Ruth) 

• Thursdays; 7:45am: Men's Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Art) 

• Thursdays; 5-7pm: Family Small Group 

• Last Thursdays; 1pm: Sew-In (contact the Office) 

• Saturdays; 8:30am: B-MEN (Contact Dick Ernst) 

• Saturdays; 10am: Craft and Chat Zoom gathering 

 
Have questions? 
Contact the church office via email or phone, 925-447-1950. 

Have an article, announcement, or event to submit? 
Send them to the Martina, our Office and Communications Manager, by 3pm on 

Tuesdays. 

Miss a newsletter or need to go back and re-read? 
Check out the newsletter archive! 

 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
4743 East Avenue | Livermore, CA 94550 

Unsubscribe from 'Asbury News'.  

Unsubscribe from all emails  
Sent with Subsplash  
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