
Asbury Articles: July 26, 2023

Use Sponsor Code ASBURY925 to Sign Up!

https://api.fluro.io/mailout/render/redcrossblood.org


Register by Monday, July 31 so we have enough food & supplies!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOlPF3-WFB0I8NRlZGtDUvHcehkTZpfwJ6rAnJOJWtqKDfwA/viewform


Velveteen Rabbit worship comes to Asbury!
Sunday, August 6

Our Summer Fest celebration worship on Sunday, August 6 will feature a re-
telling of the Velveteen Rabbit Story and how it connects with the Gospel. We
need your help in putting on this drama/play/worship! We’re looking for children
(5 and older), youth, and adults to be a part of the production (with just a few
rehearsals). There are speaking and non-speaking parts, memorized and non-
memorized parts. 

If you would like to be a part of this special Summer Fest worship or help with the
production, please contact Martie Muldoon , who is directing the project,
or Pastor Kathy. We hope you will join us in this fun and unique opportunity to
look at the Gospel through the lens of the Velveteen Rabbit.

Backpack Project: THIS SUNDAY!
This Sunday everyone can demonstrate their love and service for the Livermore
community by packing backpacks for the neediest students in our schools.
Children may participate. Indeed, if your children attend Livermore schools, they
might very well be helping one (or more) of their classmates. We ask parents to
supervise their children carefully to put exactly the right number of supplies in a
backpack. As we did last year, we'll have donuts as a reward/incentive for
participating. Earn one donut for every four backpacks you fill.

Of course, we can still accept your monetary contributions via the "Give" button
at our website, the "Giving" button on the Asbury app, by check, or in cash. Be
sure to indicate "Backpack Project" as the purpose.

Tiny Homes Task Force: Update
The Tiny Homes Task Force continues researching the amazing mission
opportunity of having tiny homes for the unsheltered on Asbury’s back lot.
Because this mission is serious and solutions are complicated, involving several
partners besides the church, many questions remain unanswered at this time.
But the task force and its subcommittees are still hard at work on several fronts.

mailto:martiemtm55@gmail.com
mailto:kathyl@asburylive.org
https://www.asburylive.org/give


Conversations are underway with the City of Livermore, La Familia (a possible
social service partner), and Firm Foundation (the nonprofit preparing the
architectural plans, looking for the funding, and eventually overseeing the
construction).

As always, everything is still dependent on the approval of the congregation, the
denomination, the city, the funding source(s), and the social services provider,
among others. The hope is to submit an application to the City of Livermore in
the next couple of weeks, after which another letter will be sent to the neighbors
with whatever answers we have for the more than 200 questions submitted by
neighbors, community members, congregants, and other interested parties. The
task force will then hold a series of four small-group neighborhood meetings in
the coming months.

Thank you all for your patience and prayers. The Task Force continues the slow
process, holding in prayer the congregation, our neighbors, and those potential
residents so desperately in need of supportive housing. If you are interested in
helping the task force, please let Rob Rudd, Pastor Kathy, or Martina in the office
know.

Habitat for Humanity Workday
Saturday, August 19 | Walnut Creek

A Habitat workday for Asbury volunteers is scheduled for Saturday, August 19 in
Walnut Creek. Esperanza Place will have 42 homes, with 23 now being built in
phase 1. Development is well underway, and our work will likely be inside. To sign
up go to the volunteer page and sign up as an individual volunteer for August 19.
Let Bob Hoffman know you have signed up so we can organize a carpool. If you
have any questions, reach out to Bob!

It can be frightening or scary or uncomfortable to walk into a church to worship
for the first time. Maybe this is the first time a person has walked into worship;
maybe they have done it hundreds of times but it's still difficult the first time in a
new place. This is a pastoral message to people who feel at home at Asbury.  For
the last few months, we’ve had many new people visit.  Have you introduced
yourself to them? Have you sat with them at Fellowship Time and learned their
names? Asked  how they got to Asbury? Asked what they like to do when they
aren’t at Asbury? Asked what they do for fun?  Asked what brings them meaning
in life? Asked if they have a big project they are working on? if they are new to
Livermore what they might like to know about Livermore,? What is  their favorite
flavor of ice cream is? what they are hoping to find at Asbury? who their favorite

https://eastbay.volunteerhub.com/vv2/?eventGroupId=4e93e81acda349b5aa0a5c999875ee29
mailto:bob-hoffman@comcast.net


musician is?  The last few weeks I’ve noticed that new people are sitting by
themselves.

I want to encourage us to practice the rule of 3 and the rule of 10. The rule of 3 is
to talk to 3 people you don’t know before talking to people you do know at the
end of worship and in the Fellowship Hall. The rule of 10 is to meet everyone
within 10 feet of you that you don’t know. The people you do know will still be
there.  Bring the new people over to meet the people you usually sit with. We can
get a bit more daring and invite them out to lunch with us.  Some things we can
do when we see new people come in, is scoot over an invite them to sit by us in
the sanctuary or in the Fellowship Hall, grab a couple of chairs and bring them
over to your table so a new person or family can sit with you.

I asked a couple of folks in our church who are really good at welcoming what’s
going on in their head when they welcome people. I was told that they focus on
trying to get to know a bit of the visitor’s story, if they are new to the community
find out where they came from, find out something about their family, their
hobbies and their interests, and then to share something about oneself and then
try to connect the visitors with others who have something in common.  New
people are coming our way, let’s be warm and welcoming.

Blessings,
Pastor Kathy

Updates from the Conference Floor: Week 3
Asbury was represented by three lay members, two retired clergy and two active
clergy  at the Annual Conference Session in June in Sacramento this year.  Today
we hear a report from Retired Clergy Member, Richard Ernst.

Although the United Methodist Church across our connection is in the midst of a
painful period, as it weathers the storm of congregational disaffiliations, our
Annual Conference gathering in Sacramento was marked by a very positive and
hopeful spirit!  For the second year in a row, Interim Bishop Sally Dyck, brought a
very inspired leadership to our 4 day gathering.



As a retired member of the Annual Conference, attending my 58th session since
being ordained a Deacon in 1965, three things were highlights.

First, The Rev. Rebekah Simon-Peter, an author and motivational speaker, gave
three inspiring and insightful presentations on finding creative ways of dealing
with conflict.  Her presentations  were very timely at this moment in our history
when we are dealing with conflict in many local congregations, communities, and
the wider church and society.

Second, I was personally very gratified that this Annual Conference voted
overwhelmingly to support the removal from our Book of Discipline all
discriminatory polices and harmful language related to sexual orientation.  These
9 references, most of which were introduced into our Discipline more than 45
years ago, have prohibited LGBTQ United Methodist Christians from being
licensed as candidates for ministry, ordained as pastors, appointed to serve
churches, and have their marriages blessed in church ceremonies.  In addition,
pastors officiating in such ceremonies have been subject to disciplinary
proceedings.  These recommended changes to the Book of Discipline will now be
referred to the next General Conference (spring of 2024), since only the General
Conference is authorized by amend the Book of Discipline.

Third, the closing worship on Sunday morning was a commemoration of
“Juneteenth:Audacious Faith in the Future”.  This special service recognizing the
two year lapse between President Lincoln signing the Emancipation
Proclamation, and the final enforcement of emancipation for the 250,000 member
slave communities in Texas.  The service included powerful music, a wonderful
liturgy, and a moving sermon by our former (now retired) Bishop Warner H. Brown
Jr.

Other noteworthy actions:  The Bishop and Cabinet recommended (with the
consent of each congregation) the closure of Jamestown, Kerman, Lindsay, and
St. Pauls Vacaville.  6 churches requested and met the requirements for
Disaffiliation: Anderson Trinity, Battle Mountain, Firebaugh-Mendota, Montague,
Riverdale, and Weldon. 



Give through CHEF website   Give through Asbury website

Palestinian Fundraiser Dinner to benefit the
village of Wadi Foquin
Saturday, August 19 | 5:30pm

Saturday, August 19 | 5:30 pm

Twin Towers UMC | 1411 Oak Street | Alameda, CA

A personal note regarding the August 19 Palestinian Dinner in Alameda:

Dear Asbury Siblings,

I had the privilege of getting to know Ata and Adam Manasra during my recent
trip to Palestine and Israel. Ata was our tour guide during the entire trip, and I had
an extensive and insightful conversation during dinner with his son, Adam. I was
a guest at Ata’s home in Wadi Foquin, a Palestinian village near Bethlehem. I urge
you to attend the fundraising dinner hosted by the Friends of Wadi Foquin to
meet Ata and Adam and to hear their message. They are both engaging and
excellent speakers. We hear in the news about those who have turned to
violence. It is very important that we also hear from and support those who have
chosen to use peaceful means to seek a resolution to the very difficult situation
faced by Palestinians in the West Bank. Friends of Wadi Foquin is a committee of
our Conference. Please buy tickets and join us on August 19 for this very
worthwhile cause.

Bob Johnson

Please reserve a seat with Heather. Questions: 925-321-4298.

Meet our Missionary: Katherine Parker
Wednesday, August 23 | 7:30 - 9:00pm

Wednesday, August 23 | 7:30-9:00 pm
Fellowship Hall

Here is a unique opportunity to meet with our missionary in Nepal, Katherine
Parker. Katherine is from Marin County, so we call her “ours.”

You will learn from slides and video what her mission work entails and what life is
like in Nepal. A big part of a missionary’s work is to “mission” to folks on the
home front. We want to be involved in the work of bringing love and justice to
places as far away as rural Nepal.

https://chefgivingcommunity.org/
https://www.asburylive.org/give
mailto:heather.hammer@cnumc.org


We will invite you to contribute toward a freewill offering to support Katherine’s
mission. Bring your checkbook! We want to be a sponsoring church so that
Katherine knows she can count on our support.

All ages are welcome, and if you need childcare for small children, please call the
church to register in advance. There will be time for questions and conversation
and then light refreshments.



RECURRING EVENTS

Sundays; 10am: Asbury worship service

Note: All musical groups will resume after Labor Day!

OPEN SMALL GROUPS

Every Sunday; 8:15am: Meditation Circle on Zoom (Contact the office)

1st and 3rd Monday; 6pm: Monday Night Small Group (Contact Ruth)

Thursdays; 7:45am: Men's Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Art)

Saturdays; 10am: Craft and Chat Zoom gathering

3rd Saturdays; 10:30am: Caregivers' Support Group on Zoom

JULY

Thurs, July 27; 1:30pm: Sew In

Sun, July 30; after worship: Backpack Project

Sun, July 30; 4pm: Asbury Families with Young Children Afternoon

AUGUST

Sat, Aug 5 - Sun, Aug 6: Summerfest

Sun, Aug 6: Velveteen Rabbit worship

Have questions?
Contact the church office via email or phone, 925-447-1950.

mailto:office@asburylive.org
mailto:ruthhawley11@gmail.com
mailto:akmolvik@comcast.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88955649302?pwd=Z2NBOXN6NGxZK0doQmNBME0vUXBZQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86047117920?pwd=Mkx1MEQ4eDJOZVZ6UzZHTjY3MmJEQT09#success
mailto:office@asburylive.org


Have an article, announcement, or event to submit?
Send them to the Alaina Harrison, our Communications Specialist, by 3pm on
Tuesdays.

Miss a newsletter or need to go back and re-read?
Check out the newsletter archive!

Asbury United Methodist Church
4743 East Avenue | Livermore, CA 94550

mailto:alainah@asburylive.org
https://www.asburylive.org/asbury-articles

