
 

Asbury Articles: October 29, 2025 

 

 

Greetings, Asbury! 

As you know by now, we’re in Stewardship Season! This is a time when we pause 
to consider the blessings we’ve received, and the unifying bridges that we’ve built 
with one another in our church and the surrounding community. And we focus on 
what we are called to continue to do together, into the future. 

Each fall, Asbury builds our budget for the upcoming year (2026). The key 
ingredient in our budget process is the information we receive from you, Asbury’s 
members and friends, in the form of your pledge. 

Your Pledges do so much! You support children, youth and young adult programs, 
meeting spaces for non-profit organizations, music for choirs and handbells, 



improvements to audio, visual and streaming systems, and contributions to 
UMCOR and local charitable organizations. 

We ask you to continue to be in prayer and in conversation with your family 
concerning the financial gift that you make. 

Your pledge can be submitted online or via a paper pledge card. 

As you consider your pledge for 2026, we invite you to reflect on the bridges 
you’ve helped build— and the ones still waiting to be formed. Every gift matters. 

Thank you for being part of this journey! 

We’ll celebrate with special refreshments after church on Dedication Sunday, 
November 2. 

First Letter and Second Letter 

 

��� New Membership Class ��� 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 • 12:00–2:00 PM 
Conference Room (Church Office Building) 

Are you interested in becoming a member of our church — or simply learning 
more about who we are? Join us for our New Membership Class on Sunday, 
November 2, from 12:00 to 2:00 PM in the Conference Room. 

Come after lunch in the Fellowship Hall and enjoy a welcoming time of 
connection and learning about our mission, values, and how you can get 
involved.  

Child care will be provided. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdv4UnjxwlA4EaCbIVLEZ8j_FnDqxkIXzYF6x60o3gUgAncrQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104044667728210657013
https://storage2.snappages.site/PZHV67/assets/files/2025-Stewarsdship-Letter-1_PRINT.pdf
https://storage2.snappages.site/PZHV67/assets/files/2025-Stewarsdship-Letter%252BForm-2_PRINTnew-3.pdf


To sign up, click here or contact the church office. 
Please register by Wednesday, October 29. 

������We look forward to seeing you there!������ 

 

SSP 2026 Availability Survey 

If you are interested in going to SSP in summer of 2026, please fill out this form to 
help us determine which week works best for our intergenerational 
group: https://forms.gle/fR1hVMvk3G1sUBo26 

Deadline to fill out the survey is Friday, November 7th. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tony Gnecco (tgnecco@comcast.net). 

 

�������Friends of Wadi Foquin������� 

���������� Please join the Friends of Wadi Foquin Circle at 
Asbury for a showing of the documentary film, Gaza: 
Doctors Under Attack, on Saturday, November 8, at 
4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. ���������� 

Following the film, health care workers who recently 
returned from Gaza will share their experiences. 

There is no charge for admission. A donation of your choosing would be welcome 
to support a water project in Gaza �����. 

https://forms.gle/7i9YRdQF28Cy7scW8
https://forms.gle/fR1hVMvk3G1sUBo26
mailto:tgnecco@comcast.net
mailto:tgnecco@comcast.net


 

 

 

 



 

�����������Trunk or Treat ����������� 

Thanks for being a part of another successful community Trunk-or-Treat! 
Despite our soggy weather, we had a great turnout of Asbury members, with 20 
trunks ranging from spooky to silly to interactive! We estimate that over 150 
people came to trick-or-treat, snack, and craft. You can find the pictures here. 

 
Special thanks to all our creative trunk participants: Lauren Holleman & Truett 
Malakoff, the David Family, Kelli Walter, Angela Brady & girls, Dave Schlientz, 
Laura Hicks, the Lemmer Family, the Campos Family, Amy Rice & boys, Maureen 
Gandara-Swinbank & Mary Evans, the Bayless Family, Josie Staley & Mike, Bob & 
Janet Johnson, Heather Noble, the Olson Family, the Thorpe Family, Michelle 
Rudd, and the Lobao Family! 

 
Additional thanks to Karen Bauman and Lorraine Skaff for running the fellowship 
hall snacks and crafts; Cameron David for our spooky music playlist; Mikel 
Campos for keeping all trunks stocked with candy during the event; Kirby Fong for 
photographing the event; Ruth Hawley for day-after cleanup; and anyone else 
who helped make our event a success behind the scenes! 

 
Rachel Olson & the Children’s Committee 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/WbowJiohWz3xrVsd6


 

������������� 2025 Trunk-or-Treat Winners! ������������� 

While every trunk was amazing this year (each one received at least one 
nomination!), a few stood out above the rest — as chosen by votes from the 
people! ��������������� 
������ Best Trunk Overall: 
Bayless Family – Those go-karts were a huge hit! 
������ Spookiest Trunk: 
Amy Rice & Boys – A pirate adventure complete with a walk-the-plank challenge! 
������� Silliest Trunk: 
Kelli Walter – The puppy theme stole our hearts… especially that giant wiener dog 
costume! 
����� Most Creative Trunk: 
Matt Olson – Ninja training course and eating donuts from a string! 
������ Best Themed Trunk (TIE): 
Laura Hicks – Willy Wonka – The candy Wo-man herself graced us. ������ 
Lobao Family – Star Wars – Many a lightsaber battle was had!��� 
Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Trunk-or-Treat so fun, festive, and full 
of creativity! ���� 
Your certificates will be at church on Sunday! 



 

WAIT LIST OPENING FOR AFFORDABLE SENIOR HOUSING IN LIVERMORE 

The waiting list for their Interfaith Housing’s Arbor Vista affordable senior housing 
community in Livermore is open for new applications.  Applications must be 
submitted from October 29- November 12.  A lottery will be conducted for all 
applications received by the deadline. 

An information flyer with a link for applications is available from  Arbor Vista 
Application. 

For more information about Interfaith Housing go to https://ifhlivermore.org/. 

More Affordable Senior Housing is Coming 

A new affordable housing community on Pacific Avenue is being developed by 
Interfaith Housing and Satellite Affordable Housing Associates, and phase 1 is 
now under construction.  For information about the project go 
to https://www.pacavelivermore.com/. 

 

A Shower Trailer Shower? 

There is a new “Big White Box” in what was Kirby Fong’s flower garden. 
It’s a 24 foot, enclosed car hauler that is being converted into a . . . 

https://storage2.snappages.site/PZHV67/assets/files/InArticles10-29-25-Arbor-Vista-Flyer-Eng-17.pdf
https://storage2.snappages.site/PZHV67/assets/files/InArticles10-29-25-Arbor-Vista-Flyer-Eng-17.pdf
https://ifhlivermore.org/
https://www.pacavelivermore.com/


Shower Trailer 
 
The mission of this trailer is for both SSP (Sierra Service Project) and UMVIM 
(United Methodist Volunteers in Mission) to have hot showers available at the end 
of a hard days work. It will parked at the sponsoring church. The volunteer work 
may be rebuilding flooded homes, building a replacement home after a fire, 
removing an invasive species, or many other projects. 
The shower trailer will contain 6 shower/dressing rooms (including  a larger limited 
mobility shower/dressing room), two hot water heaters, low voltage lighting, 
forced ventilation, and a clothes washer. All the dressing rooms have robe hooks, 
towel racks, a bench as well as LED lighting, and an “occupied /vacant” sign lock 
system on each door. 

So you might ask . . . Can I help build this thing?? Yes You Can! 
There will be sign-ups posted in the office and on the shower trailer. Most of the 
work will be starting in late November. 
And . . . Donations toward the completion and ongoing expenses, may be made to 
Asbury UMC with a note  “Shower Trailer” or account 3110. 
 
Thank you so much for supporting this service project, 
Steve Wilson 
 
For more info or questions . . . 
wilsons4@comcast.net 
cell #925-784-5163   

 

 
 

 

mailto:wilsons4@comcast.net


������ Now Hiring: Part-Time Children & Youth Ministry Director 

Asbury United Methodist Church, Livermore, CA 

Are you passionate about helping young people experience God’s inclusive love 
and grow in faith? We, a welcoming and justice-minded United Methodist 
congregation, is seeking a Children and Youth Ministry Director to lead creative, 
compassionate ministries for Pre-K through 12th grade. 

You’ll recruit and support volunteers, coordinate Sunday School and youth 
programs, plan intergenerational events, and walk alongside families as children 
and youth grow in faith, service, and community. 

We’re looking for someone who: 

• Loves working with children, teens, and families. 

• Brings creativity, organization, and warmth to ministry. 

• Values inclusion, diversity, and progressive Christian faith. 

• Is available Sundays and for special events, retreats, and mission trips. 

Join a supportive, collaborative church community that believes all are beloved 
children of God. 

������� Apply: Send your résumé and a short statement of your ministry vision to to 
Asbury’s SPRC Chair, LaNor Smith at lanorssmith@gmail.com. 

 

�������������Youth Sunday School������������� 

Our next Sunday School gatherings will be on November 9 and November 23. 

��� Middle School – Room 13 ��� High School – Room 15 



���Our weekly Sunday evening youth gatherings are done in collaboration with 
Lynnewood UMC and take place on their campus in Pleasanton��� 

 

�����Come Carve Your Pumpkin!����� 

Join us Wednesday the 29th to carve your pumpkin and eat 
chili. 

ALL are welcome! Bring your own pumpkin! Tools and 
patterns provided! 

 

 

 



 

 
Have questions? 
Contact the church office via email or phone, 925-447-1950. 

Have an article, announcement, or event to submit? 
Send them to the Martina, our Office and Communications Manager, by 3pm on 
Tuesdays. 

Want to donate online? 

Click here or use Zelle (our ID is finance@asburylive.org) 

mailto:office@asburylive.org
mailto:office@asburylive.org
https://www.asburylive.org/give


Miss a newsletter or need to go back and re-read? 
Check out the newsletter archive! 

Would like to get in touch with a fellow Asburyite? 
Contact the office. 

Asbury United Methodist Church 
4743 East Avenue | Livermore, CA 94550 

 

RECURRING EVENTS 

• Sundays | 10am: Asbury worship service 

CHOIRS: 

• Tuesday | 7:00pm: Asbury Ringers (contact Michèle) 

• Thursday | 7:30pm: Faith Choir (contact Jean) 

• Sunday | 11:30am: Cherub Choir (contact Makayla) 

• Sunday | 11:30am: Rainbow Choir (contact Jean) 

• Sunday | 11:30am: Youth Choir (contact Bailey) 

OPEN SMALL GROUPS 

• 1st and 3rd Tuesdays | 1:30pm: Women of the Vine (Contact Burlyne) 

• Wednesdays | 6-7:30pm: Family Supper Club (Contact Rachel) 

• 2nd and 4th Wednesdays | 6-7pm: Wednesday Zoom Group 
(Contact Rita-Ann) - this group does not meet in June 

• Thursdays | 7:45am: Men's Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Art) 

• Last Thursdays | 1pm: Sew-In (Contact the Office) 

• Saturdays | 8:30am: B-MEN (Contact Bob Berger) 

• Saturdays | 10am: Craft and Chat (Online - Join here) 

• 4th Sundays | 11:30am: Friends of Wadi Foquin Circle (Contact Bob 
Johnson) 

https://www.asburylive.org/asbury-articles
mailto:handbells@asburylive.org
mailto:braun84@comcast.net
mailto:makaylagully@yahoo.com
mailto:braun84@comcast.net
mailto:bailey@cantabella.org
mailto:fluteandbells@gmail.com
mailto:mrs.rachelolson@gmail.com
mailto:rahart2500@gmail.com
mailto:akmolvik@comcast.net
mailto:office@asburylive.org
mailto:berger4@llnl.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88955649302?pwd=Z2NBOXN6NGxZK0doQmNBME0vUXBZQT09
mailto:bobjjr@aol.com
mailto:bobjjr@aol.com


 


