
Sermon Guide: Honorary Mentions of Faith 

Text: Hebrews 11:32–40 

 

Opening Illustration: The Unsung Heroes 

In every great war, there are generals whose names make the history books—but there 

are also countless unnamed soldiers who fought bravely, sacrificed deeply, and paved the 

way for victory. Their names are not remembered by most, but their faithfulness mattered 

just as much as the celebrated leaders. Hebrews 11 closes not with the famous stories we 

know well, but with a list of names and even unnamed saints—“of whom the world was 

not worthy.” 

These are God’s unsung heroes of faith. Their lives remind us that faith is not reserved for 

the ________, the ________, or the ________, but for ordinary people who trusted an 

extraordinary God. 

 

I. They Were Accepted by God Based on Their Faith (v. 32) 

• Gideon was timid but became faithful. (Judges 6:15; 7:20–22) 

• Barak was hesitant but became faithful. (Judges 4:8, 14–15) 

• Samson was impulsive but became faithful. (Judges 16:1, 28–30) 

• Jephthah was rash but became faithful. (Judges 11:30–33) 

• David was fallen but became faithful. (2 Samuel 11; 1 Samuel 17:45–46) 

• Samuel was a family failure but became faithful. (1 Samuel 8:3; 12:23–24) 

Application: You don’t have to be _________ to receive Jesus as your Savior. You simply 

must repent of your sins and believe in the _________ and __________ of Jesus Christ. 

II. They Were Set Apart by God Based on Their Faith (vv. 33–38) 
• Some conquered kingdoms, stopped the mouths of lions, and saw miraculous deliverance. 

• Others were mocked, beaten, imprisoned and even killed. 

Application: True faith is not measured by whether life goes ______________, but by whether 

we cling to God in both __________ and __________________________. 



III. They Were Surrendered to God Based on Their Faith (vv. 39–40) 

• “All these… did not receive what was ________” (v. 39) 

• God had provided something __________________________ for us (v. 40). 

• Together, both they and we are made ________ in Christ. (Heb. 10:14) 

Application: Faith means living today in light of God’s ________ tomorrow—even when we 

don’t see the final outcome. 

Conclusion: The Legacy of Faith 

The heroes of Hebrews 11 remind us that the story of faith is bigger than any one person 

or generation. They trusted, they followed, they worshiped—even without immediate 

reward. And now we are invited to run the race they began. 

Reflection Questions: 

1. When you stand before the gates of heaven and God asks you: “Why should I let you in?” 

What will ____________ say? 

 

2. Are you prepared to _____________ God and ______________ in Christ, not only in seasons of 

blessing, but also in times of hardship? 

 

3. Will you _________________ God and look to _________________ even when His promises seem 

delayed, trusting His plan is greater than yours? 

 

4. If my name were added to Hebrews 11, what story of ________ would be told? 


