
The Advantage of 
Being a Jew

ROMANS 3:1-8



All are Guilty

“The wrath of God is revealed against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness … so they are 
without excuse” (1:18-23)

•The Rebel (1:21-32)

•The Morally Righteous (2:1-16)

•The Religious (Jew) (2:17-29); (3:1-8)

“None is righteous, no not one … all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God” (3:10, 23)



Flow of the Passage

(3:1)“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is 
the value of circumcision? (2)Much in every way. To 
begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles 
of God. (3)What if some were unfaithful? Does their 
faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? (4)By no 
means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, 
as it is written, ‘That you may be justified in your 
words, and prevail when you are judged ...’”



Flow of the Passage

(5)“But if our unrighteousness serves to show the 
righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? ... (6)By no means! 
For then how could God judge the world? (7)But if 
through my lie God’s truth abounds to his glory, why 
am I still being condemned as a sinner? (8)And why 
not do evil that good may come?—as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. Their 
condemnation is just.” (Rom 3:1-8, ESV)



The 1st Objection
“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or 
what is the value of circumcision?” (3:1)



Romans 2:28-29

“For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, 
nor is circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew 
is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the 
heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not 
from man but from God.” (ESV)



Romans 3:23

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” (ESV)



Romans 10:1

“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
them (i.e., the Jews) is that they may be saved.” (ESV)



Romans 3:1-2

“Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the 
value of circumcision? Much in every way. To begin 
with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of 
God.” (ESV)



The Oracles (logia) of God

•They had the Old Testament Scriptures

•They had the Law and the Prophets

•The had the predictions about the Messiah

•They knew about sin and sacrifice

•They knew about God’s faithfulness and provision



The 2nd Objection
“What if some were unfaithful? Does their 

faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God?”
(3:3)



Romans 3:4

“By no means! Let God be true though every one 
were a liar, as it is written, ‘That you may be justified 
in your words, and prevail when you are judged.’” 

(ESV)



Psalm 51:4

“So that you may be justified in your words and 
blameless in your judgment.” (ESV)



2 Timothy 2:13

“If we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he 
cannot deny himself.” (ESV)



The 3rd Objection
“But if our unrighteousness serves to show the 
righteousness of God, what shall we say? That 
God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us?” (3:5)



Romans 3:6

“By no means! For then how could God judge the 
world?” (ESV)



The 4th Objection
“But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to 
his glory, why am I still being condemned as a 

sinner? And why not do evil that good may 
come?”  (3:7-8)



Romans 3:8

“Their condemnation is just.” (ESV)



Romans 6:1-4

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin 
that grace may abound? By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that 
all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life.” (ESV)



Application

•We have in our possession the Word of God.



Application

•We have in our possession the Word of God.

•We have the reliability of the Word of God.
•“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word 
of our God will stand forever.” (Isa 40:8, ESV)
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•We have been warned about the certainty of the 
wrath of God.



Application

•We have in our possession the Word of God.

•We have the reliability of the Word of God.

•We have been warned about the certainty of the 
wrath of God.

•We must realize that the condemnation of the 
unbeliever is just.



The Advantage of 
Being a Jew

There was a great advantage in being Jewish, but a 
much greater advantage in being a Christian.



Next Steps

• I am thankful for my God-given advantage and will 
use it to fulfill my responsibility.

• I am glad that our faithlessness does not invalidate 
God’s faithfulness.

• I want to provide my family with the advantage of 
knowing Jesus Christ.

• I am ready to place my faith in Jesus Christ today.


