[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]Water is Life:  Powerful Waters…
Water is a colorless, odorless liquid that is essential to life for human beings, animals, and most plants.  God is described as the Spring of Living Water, being the source of life and salvation to those who come to believe in Him.  Water holds significant symbolic and literal importance in the Bible, representing life, purification, and God's power.  Let us seek Him and thirst no more.

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14)

Over the last couple weeks, we explored the foundational nature of water and we saw how God paved a pathway through it – both demonstrating His power over it and demonstrating His steadfast love for us.  God does the impossible as a sign to draw His people to Himself and make a path for His people, where one did not exist, to a place we never dreamed of.  Today, we will see the raw and orchestrated power of water.

Rushing – turn mills, hydroelectric power, move vessels/freight, pressure washing
Waves – surfing, tidal power
Still – Hydration, thermal, cooling

The Bible captures the human experience and is a historical chronicle of life on Earth.  Water has played an important part in our survival, the revelation of God, and demonstration of His power.

The Power to Cover.
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  (Genesis 1:9-10

The Power to Restore.
17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits[d] deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.  (Genesis 7:17-24)

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”  (Genesis 8:15-17)
The Power to Consume.
22 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging[b] their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.”
(Exodus 14:22-25)

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lord threw[c] the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.
(Exodus 26-29)

30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.  (Exodus 14:30-31)

The Power to Mend.
10 So they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed and received my sight.”  (John 9:10-11)

13 But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.  (2 Kings 5:13-14)

Still skeptical? What do you have to lose? Cleansing is yours today!







The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Water covers. People us water to hide, God uses it to powerfully reveal Himself. What is the most powerful way that God has revealed Himself to you? How did it make you feel about yourself and who He is? 

Tuesday – The Flood in Genesis was God returning and restoring Earth, and His creation, to what He intended. How have you departed from His likeness? How is still trying to restore you today?   

Wednesday – God revealed His power and plan by opening the Red Sea. He revealed His love and protection by closing it on His people’s enemy. How can you be sure that you are under God’s will and protection and not an enemy of God or His people?

Thursday – God uses water as a symbol for cleansing and healing. But, there is no power in the water by itself apart from God’s power. Water cleanses and soothes. How is God trying to cleanse and soothe you? Are you allowing Him to complete this work in you? 

Friday – Water can be powerful and frightening. God can be seen as powerful and frightening as well. When are people in fear, awe, and in wonder of God? You?
