[bookmark: _Hlk68270192]Water is Life:  Cleansing Waters…
Water is a colorless, odorless liquid that is essential to life for human beings, animals, and most plants.  God is described as the Spring of Living Water, being the source of life and salvation to those who come to believe in Him.  Water holds significant symbolic and literal importance in the Bible, representing life, purification, and God's power.  Let us seek Him and thirst no more.

14 But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
(John 4:14)

Water exists in multiple forms: solid, gas, and liquid.  We’ve seen the last few weeks how God was using water in multiple ways to lead His people to walk in His likeness.  Today, we will see how God uses water to wash our bodies and souls.

	We are created in His  likeness .
	Sin makes us  dirty .
	God washes us  clean  restoring us to His  likeness .

Good as new.
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  (Ps 51:7)

17 The Lord said to Moses, 18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 19 with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet. 20 When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering to the Lord, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21 They shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations.”  (Exodus 30:17-21)

Baptism.  Jesus walked into the water and invites us to follow Him.  We are buried with our sin and raised in His likeness.

The King approaches.
Lazarus
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  (John 11:35-36)

The Triumphal Entry
12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”  (John 12:12-13)
18 The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”  (John 12:18-19)

Leading us to be His likeness.
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
(John 13:12-17)

Jesus is calling you to follow Him! Will you?


The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – We were created in God’s spiritual likeness. Sin corrupts and hides that. How were you made to look like Him? How does sin distort and hide His likeness in you?

Tuesday – The mikveh was a ritual cleansing designed to restore purity. Purity is our created and likeness state. How has God washed you physically, emotionally, and spiritually?

Wednesday – It is one thing to be washed clean. It is quite another to pick up your cross and follow Him. How have you stepped in and followed Jesus out of your comfort zone and into His likeness? 

Thursday – The point of scripture and His model is for us to follow Him in the likeness we were created to fulfill. This is a great honor and responsibility. Why is the burden so heavy and how does God promise to lighten this load?  (See verse Matthew 11:28-30) 

Friday – Jesus showed us by walking into the water, forgiving others, and bearing the cross. He invites us to follow. In what ways do you most look like Him? In what ways do you need to watch, model, and follow His lead/likeness more?
