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HOPE in Community…

The NKY Baptist Association is collaborating in prayer, messages, and action to proclaim the Gospel in our community. There is an epidemic in society and culture pulling people’s hearts, minds, and spirits away for the only HOPE they could ever have. The result of that epidemic is a community filled with our own family, friends, and neighbors who lack faith, lack hope, and lack an eternal home. But, there is HOPE.  And, when we understand the glory of the Gospel and the tragedy of unbelief, we will develop a deep burden for the lost.

	“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  Luke 19:10

God delights to use us to bring HOPE! That’s kind of scary, isn’t it. Of all the ways God could choose to reveal Himself to the world…He CHOSE you. So, what do you bring to the table? How can you make that happen? You can’t. Only He can. He simply asks for your faith, trust, and to follow Him.

HOPE is found and established in Christ alone. HOPE is grown, spread, and protected in community and fellowship with God and the church. It is then we realize that the HOPE found in Jesus is to be lived out in community. 

Peter describes it this way:

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  1 Peter 5:6-11

The Posture: Humble Faith Under God
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  1 Peter 5:6-7

	God is sovereign – under God’s mighty hand and according to His timing.
	He is the God who cares – You don’t have to worry, because He cares for you.

We sometimes live lives and faith to extremes. We have these moments of pure clarity, faith, and hope – then, seemingly in the same breath, utter confusion, doubt, and fear. We get tired physically, emotionally, and spiritually. We let our guard down and abandon the rules and the tools…leaving us vulnerable.


The Warning: The Danger is Real 
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  1 Peter 5:8-9

	Stay Alert – Be sober-minded and watchful.
	The Enemy is Real – Your enemy (the devil) seeks to destroy.
Resist him – Resist him, being firm in your faith…you are not alone.

The devil masquerades as a roaring lion. He seeks to destroy and devour…but, he has no real power over you or God. He can only deceive, trick, and convince you to walk away from God’s protection. Jesus is the true Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Although there are many counterfeits…there is no true substitute.

The HOPE: Eternal Grace in Christ
10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.  1 Peter 5:10-11

Suffering is real – He acknowledges this. He knows and won’t let it last forever.
The God of all grace – He pours out unearned favor for us and to sustain us.
His personal promise – He Himself will restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  Lamentations 3:22-23 NIV

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Peter’s words were intended for the believers who had been scattered by persecution. How is the church “scattered” today? How are families, community, and people scattered today? 

Tuesday – There is clear and present danger in being isolated or separated. How so? Why is important to find a community of believers to “huddle” with?

Wednesday – Sober-minded is often associated with simply drinking, but it is far more. What must you keep you mind clear of? How can you do this?

Thursday – The enemy is real, the danger is real, but the devil can’t simply take you. That’s why he is the father of lies/deceit. How is he trying to trick/deceive you to steal your attention from God?

Friday – We are told to remain firm in our faith as a defense to evil. Jesus did it in the wilderness temptation. What must you remind yourself about God in temptation and trial to resist evil?
