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HOPE When We Need It Most…

The NKY Baptist Association is collaborating in prayer, messages, and action to proclaim the Gospel in our community. There is an epidemic in society and culture pulling people’s hearts, minds, and spirits away for the only HOPE they could ever have. The result of that epidemic is a community filled with our own family, friends, and neighbors who lack faith, lack hope, and lack an eternal home. But, there is HOPE.  And, when we understand the glory of the Gospel and the tragedy of unbelief, we will develop a deep burden for the lost.

	“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  Luke 19:10

God delights to use us to bring HOPE! That’s kind of scary, isn’t it. Of all the ways God could choose to reveal Himself to the world…He CHOSE you. So, what do you bring to the table? How can you make that happen? You can’t. Only He can. He simply asks for your faith, trust, and to follow Him.

They and we, through Scripture, witnessed the miracle of the feeding. But, those few days had so even more to reveal about the God’s power, grace, and salvation.

Over the course of a couple of days – Jesus learned of the death of John the Baptist, sought a desolate place to mourn, fed the 5,000, and then…

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way[b] from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Call: Step Out of the Boat
26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus.
Matthew 14:26-29

	This wasn’t the first time
Matthew 4: Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men. Immediately, the left the boat.

	The “boat” is our comfort zone
The left the boat and their father and followed Him.

Faith is active obedience
Peter's desire wasn't just to see another miracle; it was to be with Jesus. Faith isn't just a mental assent; it's active obedience to follow Christ's call, even when it’s illogical or terrifying.

Jesus never asks us to solve the whole problem, only to give Him what we have.

The Danger: Losing our focus on Jesus
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.”
Matthew 14:30

	Focus determines outcomes
As long as Peter’s eyes were fixed on Jesus, the impossible was possible. The moment he shifted his focus from Jesus to his circumstances (the wind and the waves), he was overcome by fear and began to sink.

	Distraction is the enemy of faith
In our lives, the "wind and waves" are our fears, financial pressures, health crises, or overwhelming news. When we take our eyes off Christ and focus on the power of our problems, we begin to sink. Remember CHRIST overcome the world!

The Rescue: Immediate
31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  Matthew 14:31

Salvation is Immediate
Jesus "immediately stretched out his hand" and caught him. Jesus did not wait for Peter to swim a bit or for the storm to calm down. Even with Peter’s little faith, Jesus' grace and rescue was immediate.

It’s not about perfect faith
This teaches us that our salvation and rescue don't depend on the strength of our faith, but solely on Jesus Christ. A sinking Peter with little faith was just as quickly saved as a walking Peter with bold faith.
The Revelation: HOPE in Jesus
32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  Matthew 14:32-33

Authority over chaos
Jesus demonstrated divine authority over all the chaos and destructive forces of the world.

The Divine Name
When the disciples were terrified, Jesus identified himself with the words, "Take courage! It is I. Do not be afraid." This was a direct echo of God's self-revelation to Moses from the burning bush: "I AM WHO I AM". Jesus is proclaiming his full deity and sovereignty over the storms of life and His very presence brings peace.

Faith. Focus. Follow.  Take these steps and Jesus promises to accomplish the rest.

Trust Him with your little. Watch Him make it limitless.
	
The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Jesus took a moment of solitude. Do you take moments to just be alone with God, to sit in His presence, and to hear/feel His guiding? 

Tuesday – Peter said, “if it is you…call me”. Sometimes we feel the nudging of God and we wonder “is it you?” How can you know when it is God vs. you vs. the world?

Wednesday – Peter stepped out of boat and advanced toward God. When he stopped, he sank. How do we “stop” as believers? How can we “sink” when we “stop”?

Thursday – Jesus’ rescue was both immediate and certain. When has Jesus extended you His hand like this? When have you asked, “Jesus, save me!”

Friday – Jesus is truly seen as the Son of God and Savior in these moments. Have you told anyone these stories about Him? Who can you share your “rescue” with today that choose to follow Him?
