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Peace

Advent is the four-week season leading up to Christmas. The term "Advent" comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning "arrival". It is a time filled with songs, gifts, parties, and joy. It is a season filled with bright colors, twinkling lights, and decorated trees.

This year, our Christmas series is called A God Story. Because that's what Christmas is: It's not just a sweet story about a baby in a manger…it is the central, unfolding story of God's love and plan for His creation.

Today, on this second Sunday of Advent, our focus is on the little town of Bethlehem where the prophet Micah predicted His birth. A divine city, the City of David, who’s name translates to the City of Bread where the Bread of Life, our Prince of Peace was born.

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  Luke 2:10-11

The peace associated with Bethlehem is understood as Shalom — the rich Hebrew concept that means not merely the absence of conflict, but a state of well-being, harmony, completeness, and reconciliation with God. Advent focuses us on receiving this profound spiritual peace.

Peace is funny word that pops up in Church all the time…especially at Christmas.

	How is Peace Defined?

	World
	God

	Absence of Conflict
	Wholeness

	Tranquility/Order
	Completeness/Lacking Nothing

	Inner Serenity
	Harmony in Relationships: God, Self, Others, and Creation

	Balance of Power
	Total Well-Being (Body, Mind, and Soul)



The fact that we are always seeking it and God is trying to deliver it suggests a lack of it…
Internally: Body, Mind, Soul

	Body
	Mind
	Soul

	Sleep
	Mental Fatigue
	Lack of Meaning/Purpose

	Digestive
	Lack of Focus/Motivation
	Lower Self-Worth

	Cardiovascular
	Anxiety/Depression
	Lower Others-Worth

	Muscular Pain/Fatigue
	Social Isolation
	Lack of Hope




We happen to be a church today.  So, what does this mean for us and God?

The Problem…
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  Romans 3:23

10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  Romans 5:10

The Solution…
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  1 Peter 3:18

19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  2 Corinthians 5:19

The Result…
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:1

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  John 14:27

For unto us, a Child is born…

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – The Bible says that our sin literally makes us enemies with God – thus robbing us of peace with Him. How does this description “feel” to you? How does this impact peace w/God? 

Tuesday – Jesus offers resolution to the war we are in with God, ourselves, and others. He died and rose to bring us peace. How is this peace different than the world offers today?

Wednesday – Christ’s death brings us peace. By His wounds we are healed and can be a perfect peace with God. How can you remain at peace with God? What must you do?

Thursday – Spurgeon said we must be continually filled. Jesus offers the Bread of Life and Living Water that will satisfy eternally. How can we seek, receive, and consume these gifts of life?

Friday – There is only one Peace and Hope. Jesus. Where is He calling you to peace? Where do you need to move and act to receive and share it with others?
