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Advent 2025 -- Prophets

Advent is the four-week season leading up to Christmas. The term "Advent" comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning "arrival". It is a time filled with songs, gifts, parties, and joy. It is a season filled with bright colors, twinkling lights, and decorated trees.

This year, our Christmas series is called A God Story. Because that's what Christmas is: It's not just a sweet story about a baby in a manger…it is the central, unfolding story of God's love and plan for His creation.

Today, on this first Sunday of Advent, our focus is on the Prophets who’s voices God raised up centuries ago to speak a word of hope into darkness.

A King is Coming: Isaiah spoke of a young woman conceiving and bearing a son, and calling his name Immanuel—meaning, "God with us" (Isaiah 7:14).

A Light will Shine: Isaiah promised, "The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone" (Isaiah 9:2).

A Ruler from a Small Place: Micah foretold the specific birthplace: "But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days" (Micah 5:2).

The Christmas story—the birth of Jesus—is the moment these ancient, audacious promises collide with history. The stable in Bethlehem wasn't an accident…it was a cosmic check-mark on the prophetic scroll. 

God is Omniscient
All knowing. All seeing. All perceiving. All hearing. All.

God told us where Jesus would be born, from what lineage He would descend, and to whom He would be delivered.	

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”
Matthew 1:22-23

This reveals a God who is in control.




God is Faithful
8 He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, 10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.”  Psalm105:8-11

31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Luke 1:31-33

This reveals a God who is trustworthy.

God is Present
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  John 1:1-5

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14

This reveals a God who loves us deeply.

Hope is certain, not wishful thinking.
Hope is enduring, anchored in God’s plan.
Hope is personal, because God is with us.

For unto us, a Child is born…

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – God raised up prophets to deliver His promises to the people. Those promises included warnings. What specifically is God nudging and warning you to avoid? Why do you resist Him? 

Tuesday – The greatest promise was His presence and light in darkness. How does this same promise comfort and encourage you today?

Wednesday – God is faithful. He has done everything He said He would do. Where have you personally seen God’s faithfulness at work in your life?

Thursday – Our hope in Jesus is an eternal anchor to our souls. An anchor must be connected to something immovable and the rope must hold. What role does Jesus play here? You?

Friday – Darkness may fall, but light/joy come in the morning. There is peace, hope, and love in this Christmas season. But, the real hope comes from a full cross and an empty tomb. How so? For you?
