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QUICK UPDATES 

Share any upcoming church events and handle housekeeping for the Gospel Community. 
 
CONNECT 
When you think about joy in your own life, what most often threatens it or sustains it? 
 
REVIEW 
Have someone read the passage out loud from the ESV translation or something similar. Reflect on any insights, questions, 
or parts that stood out from the text or the sermon. Then read the summary below. 
Our sermon reflects on Psalm 98 and the hymn “Joy to the World” to show that biblical joy is not a fleeting emotion but a 
deep and durable delight rooted in Jesus Christ. True joy enters the world because the Lord has come and will come again 
as King, bringing salvation and restoration to all creation. While the world ties joy to circumstances, Scripture reveals joy as 
something anchored in God’s presence and promises. Because Christ reigns and will return, joy for the Christian is not 
optional but inevitable. 
 
LEARN & LIVE 
These questions help us grasp the truth of the passage and consider how to live it out. 

●​ In Psalm 98, what reasons are given for joy, and how do they differ from the reasons we usually give for joy in our 
lives? 

●​ How does the Bible’s vision of joy challenge the idea that joy rises and falls entirely with our circumstances? 
●​ Why is it significant that the angels announce Jesus’ birth as “good news of great joy” for all people? 
●​ Where do you most naturally look for joy when life is going well - and where do you look when life is hard? 
●​ How does understanding Jesus as both Savior and King reshape what you expect joy to look like right now? 
●​ What does it mean for joy to be something you receive rather than something you achieve or manufacture? 
●​ What parts of your life feel crowded, hurried, or noisy in this season, making it harder to attend to Christ? 
●​ How have disappointment, suffering, or loss exposed the limits of the joy this world offers? 
●​ What practices or rhythms help you stay rooted in God’s presence rather than chasing fleeting happiness? 
●​ How might your life look different if you truly believed that joy in Christ is secure and cannot be taken from you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GO DEEPER 
These questions invite us to slow down and wrestle with what’s going on beneath the surface. Use these to go a little 
deeper or in your Huddle Groups. 

●​ What would it look like for joy - not productivity, comfort, or control- to shape the way you live this Advent season? 
●​ How do you personally struggle with treating joy as an emotion instead of a settled confidence in God? 
●​ Where have you subtly tied your joy to outcomes God has never promised to give? 
●​ How does the promise of Christ’s return give you hope in areas of life that currently feel unresolved? 
●​ What distractions most easily pull your attention away from enjoying God? 
●​ How might confession and repentance actually clear space for deeper joy in your life? 
●​ In what ways do you resist slowing down enough to honestly examine what your heart is clinging to? 
●​ How does the idea that joy is inevitable for the Christian confront your fears or anxieties? 
●​ What would it look like to practice joy as an act of trust, even when circumstances remain difficult? 
●​ As you hear the line “Let every heart prepare Him room,” what specific response do you sense God inviting from 

you? 
●​ How is the Spirit inviting you personally to respond and what will you do differently this week? Is there 

anywhere you need help to make that happen? 
 
PRAY 

●​ Pray about one way God spoke to you tonight through His Word. 
●​ Pray by name for someone in your life who doesn’t yet know Jesus. 
●​ Pray for the needs of those in the group. 
●​ Pray for this ministry area of Redeemer: Pray for the Hutchins Family. 

 
5 GROUP DISCUSSION RULES 
We want to be full of grace as we meet, deepening our relationship with one another and with Christ. These five values help 
us know our P.L.A.C.E. in our GC’s and Huddles. 

1.​ Pray - Prayer is a space for confession, struggle, and praise. Keep requests focused on yourself and your 
immediate family, so we can pray specifically and personally. 

2.​ Listen - Be present and attentive. Share with humility, be mindful of time, and remember: silence is okay. 
3.​ Apply - Answer honestly. Consider how God’s Word speaks into your life, and what it might look like to respond. 
4.​ Confess - Confession and repentance are signs of maturity. We meet one another with grace, not shame. 
5.​ Encourage - Practical advice is helpful, but truth is better. Speak the gospel into each other’s hearts and stories. 

 
COMMENTARY EXCERPT: 
No Commentary This Week 


