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John 1: 1-14 - The Word Became Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him
all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light. 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who
did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God— children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God. 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth. 



Zechariah 9:9-13 - The Coming of Zion’s King 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
    and the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
    His rule will extend from sea to sea 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 
Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; 
    even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to
you. 
I will bend Judah as I bend my bow 
    and fill it with Ephraim. 
I will rouse your sons, Zion, 
    against your sons, Greece, 
    and make you like a warrior’s sword. 



Isaiah 53:1-3 

Who has believed our message 
   and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
   and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
   a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
   he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 



Isaiah 11:1-9 - The Branch From Jesse 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
The cow will feed with the bear, 
 their young will lie down together, 
 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 



The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 



Luke 1: 46-56 - Mary’s Song 

And Mary said: 
“My soul glorifies the Lord 
     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    but has sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
 
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then
returned home. 



Matthew 1:18-25 - Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before
they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law,
and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in
mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did not
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he
gave him the name Jesus. 



Luke 2:4-7 – The Birth of Jesus 

In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that
took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone
went to their own town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available
for them. 



Isaiah 9 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were
in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honour Galilee
of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
   a light has dawned. 
You have enlarged the nation 
   and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
   when dividing the plunder. 
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
   you have shattered 
the yoke that burdens them, 
   the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor. 
Every warrior’s boot used in battle 
   and every garment rolled in blood 
will be destined for burning, 
   will be fuel for the fire. 



For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given, 
 and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
 Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the greatness of his government and peace 
 there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
 and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
 with justice and righteousness 
 from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
 will accomplish this. 


