
REVELATION 3 THE REVEAL 
Message #2 IF THEN… WHAT NOW? 

August 13, 2023 • SFC • James Heyward 

SOME THEN’S OF GOD’S GREAT REVEAL  

A. NEW-CREATED HEAVEN & EARTH 
I saw Heaven and earth new-created. Gone the first Heaven, gone the first earth, gone the sea. 
I saw Holy Jerusalem, new-created, descending resplendent out of Heaven, as ready for God as 
a bride for her husband. I heard a voice thunder from the Throne: "Look! Look! God has moved 
into the neighborhood, making his home with men and women! They're his people, he's their 
God. He'll wipe every tear from their eyes. Death is gone for good—tears gone, crying gone, 
pain gone—all the first order of things gone." The Enthroned continued, "Look! I'm making 
everything new. Write it all down—each word dependable and accurate." Revelation 21:1-5 
(MSG) 

Don't love the world's ways. Don't love the world's goods. Love of the world squeezes out love 
for the Father. Practically everything that goes on in the world—wanting your own way, 
wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear important—has nothing to do with the 
Father. It just isolates you from him. The world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the 
way out—but whoever does what God wants is set for eternity. 1 John 2:15-17 (MSG) 

B. A NEW-CREATED JERUSALEM  
One of the Seven Angels who had carried the bowls filled with the seven final disasters spoke 
to me: Come here. I'll show you the Bride, the Wife of the Lamb." He took me away in the 
Spirit to an enormous, high mountain and showed me Holy Jerusalem descending out of 
Heaven from God, resplendent in the bright glory of God. Revelation 21:9-12 (MSG) 

The City shimmered like a precious gem, light-filled, pulsing light. She had a wall majestic and 
high with twelve gates. At each gate stood an Angel, and on the gates were inscribed the 
names of the Twelve Tribes of the sons of Israel: three gates on the east, three gates on the 
north, three gates on the south, three gates on the west. The wall was set on twelve 
foundations, the names of the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb inscribed on them. Revelation 
21:12-14 (MSG) 



The Angel speaking with me had a gold measuring stick to measure the City, its gates, and its 
wall. The City was laid out in a perfect square. He measured the City with the measuring stick: 
twelve thousand stadia, its length, width, and height all equal. Using the standard measure, the 
Angel measured the thickness of its wall: 144 cubits. Revelation 21:15-17 (MSG) 

The main street of the City was pure gold, translucent as glass. But there was no sign of a 
Temple, for the Lord God—the Sovereign-Strong—and the Lamb are the Temple. The City 
doesn't need sun or moon for light. God's Glory is its light, the Lamb its lamp!  Revelation 
21:21-22 (MSG)  

Then the Angel showed me Water-of-Life River, crystal bright. It flowed from the Throne of God 
and the Lamb, right down the middle of the street. The Tree of Life was planted on each side of 
the River, producing twelve kinds of fruit, a ripe fruit each month. Revelation 22:2 (MSG) 

God said, "The Man has become like one of us, capable of knowing everything, ranging from 
good to evil. What if he now should reach out and take fruit from the Tree-of-Life and eat, and 
live forever? Never—this cannot happen!" Genesis 3:22 (MSG) 

The leaves of the Tree are for healing the nations. Revelation 22:3 (MSG)  

THE WHAT NOW’S… OF GOD’S GREAT REVEAL (WHAT DO THE THEN’S MEAN 
FOR US NOW?)  
But there's far more to life for us. We're citizens of high heaven! We're waiting the arrival of 
the Savior, the Master, Jesus Christ, who will transform our earthy bodies into glorious bodies 
like his own. He'll make us beautiful and whole with the same powerful skill by which he is 
putting everything as it should be, under and around him. Philippians 3:20-21 (MSG) 

Never again will anything be cursed. The Throne of God and of the Lamb is at the center. The 
Throne of God and of the Lamb is at the center. His servants will offer God service—
worshiping, they'll look on his face, their foreheads mirroring God. Never again will there be 
any night. No one will need lamplight or sunlight. The shining of God, the Master, is all the light 
anyone needs. And they will rule with him age after age after age. Revelation 22:3-5 (MSG) 

WE’RE GOING TO SERVE HIM 
WE’RE GOING TO RELATE TO HIM  

WE’RE GOING TO REIGN WITH HIM FOR ETERNITY 

I saw Holy Jerusalem, new-created, descending resplendent out of Heaven, as ready for God as 
a bride for her husband. I heard a voice thunder from the Throne: "Look! Look! God has moved 
into the neighborhood, making his home with men and women! They're his people, he's their 
God. He'll wipe every tear from their eyes.  



Death is gone for good—tears gone, crying gone, pain gone—all the first order of things 
gone." The Enthroned continued, "Look! I'm making everything new. Write it all down—each 
word dependable and accurate." Revelation 21:1-5 (MSG) 

“LOOK! I’M MAKING EVERYTHING NEW.” 

The Angel said to me, "These are dependable and accurate words, every one. The God and 
Master of the spirits of the prophets sent his Angel to show his servants what must take place, 
and soon. Revelation 22:6 (MSG) 

'Yes, I'm on my way!' [Jesus Himself says] Blessed be the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book." Revelation 22:7 (MSG)


