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Welcome to Worship

God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we — the pastor and members of
Peace! Jesus Christ is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life,
innocent death and triumphant resurrection, Jesus saves all sinners. We
learn these truths from the Bible — God’s complete plan for our salvation
and his guidebook for our lives. Peace greets you with a warm welcome.
We look forward to seeing you again soon!

About Our Service

The gospel (or good news) is not just information about what Jesus did to
save sinners. It is also the power God uses to work faith in our hearts,
transform our lives, and give us lasting peace. Therefore, Lutheran Worship
places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy. In
the message and meal (Holy Communion), in specially selected Scripture
readings, and in carefully crafted songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy
proclaims the good news about Jesus from start to finish. Lutheran worship
is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly
(including children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is
printed out on the following pages. If a song is not found in this service
folder, it can be found in the red or blue hymnals located on the chair in
front of you.

Current Worship Series: Cause and Effect
October 19: Generosity / Gratitude

October 26: Truth / Freedom

November 2: Sainthood / Stamina

November g: Grace / Joy

November 16: Judgment / Peace

November 23: Scripture / Anticipation

Service Participants:
Computer: Nate Crowder
Accompanist: Zack Sickman
Pastor of Peace: Pastor Welch



Series Theme: Cause and Effect

“Every why hath a wherefore.” That was Shakespeare’s poetic way of saying
that very little happens by chance. Generally there is an agent behind an
action. There is cause and effect. And to navigate life well, it is vital we
understand both. If you want to effect a healthy heart, you need to know the
causes of heart disease. Before a major purchase causes you to go into debt,
you need to think about the effect it will have on your budget. If you want the
peace of being close to God, you need to know what causes that effect. Again,
to navigate life well, it is vital we understand cause and effect.

We are nearing the end of the Church Year. This past year, we have reviewed
Jesus’ life and teaching.

The Scripture readings in these final weeks recall some of the major themes
that are woven throughout the Church Year. In this final series we will be
looking at those themes with the understanding that “every why hath a
wherefore.” We conclude the year by talking about cause and effect in God’s
kingdom.

Today’s Focus: Sainthood / Stamina

God grants the status of “saint” (which means “holy one”) to every believer. It
might appear that status is of little practical value. If you achieve the status
“billionaire” or “celebrity” or “senator” your life is going to be vastly different
than most other people, most likely better. But if God calls you a saint, just like
everyone else, you will struggle with trials, temptations, and sin. Being a saint
does not make life easier. In some ways it makes life more difficult as we
struggle against a world that is hostile toward Christ. This might lead us to ask,
“Is it really that big a deal that God calls us saints?”

For centuries, the Church has answered that question by celebrating the
Festival of All Saints. This week we get a peek at the saints who have died and
now live in the glory of Christ’s light. Through eyes of faith, we see the saints
enjoying glory in the place where “there will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain” (Revelation 21:1-6). We realize what a precious gift this status of
saint actually is. We understand that soon enough we shall join all the saints
inthat glorious heavenly city. And that gives us amazing stamina to face the
challenges of this world with the strength Christ gives to all his saints.
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Sunday, October 19, 2025
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Text: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; Matt Papa, b. 1983

Tune: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; Matt Papa, b. 1983

Text and tune: © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by
permission: OneLicense no. 734944

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

The name of
the triune God
and the sign
of the cross
remind
worshipers of
their
baptisms.

Psalm 32:1-2



The use of the
keys of
absolution is
that special
right which
Christ gave to
his church on
earth: to
proclaim the
forgiveness of
sins through
Jesus. See
John 20:21-23.

Jesus said that
the angels in
heaven rejoice
over one sinner
who repents. In
response to the
repentance
expressed
through
confession and
absolution, the
church sings as
the angels sang
on Christmas
night: “glory be
to God on
high.”

Absolution

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I say to you what God says. Your sins are forgiven in the name of
the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest

Tune: ELLACOMBE
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Text: Michael D. Schultz

Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, Wiirttemberg, 1784

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944
Tune: Public domain



Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy Church,
the body of Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the example of your
blessed saints in lives of faith and willing service and with them at last
inherit the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who love
you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Word

First Reading Revelation 21:1-6

'Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. *I saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. >And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now
among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them and be their God. *He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

’He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”
Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

®He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of
the water of life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Lesson
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St. John s
allowed to see
the home of
the saints, the
new
Jerusalem.



For centuriesin
preparation for
hearing the
Gospel,
Christians have
sung or spoken
“Alleluia!” and a
Scripture verse
reinforcing the
theme of the

day.

Jesus teaches
that the
blessedness of
being God’s
saint is currently
hidden from
sight. Yet, one
day, that
blessedness
shall be
revealed.

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 7:14

QL

ial

N h { : 8l
S T o !
L2 \‘-__.z‘
Al le lu ia!

Alleluia. They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in
his temple. Alleluia.
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Gospel Luke 6:20-23

**Looking at his disciples, he said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.

*Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you will be satisfied.

Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

**Blessed are you when people hate you,
when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil,

because of the Son of Man.



*“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in
heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Hymn of the Day
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For many
Christians, their
faith was the
cause of pain

and even death.

They faced
these troubles
with amazing
courage and
stamina
because they
knew God has
planned
something
better for his
saints.

Sermon Reading Hebrews 11:32-40

3*And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon,
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets,
Bwho through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained
what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, **quenched the fury of
the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned
to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.
»Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others
who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even
better resurrection. **Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. *’They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in
two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and
goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 3the world was not
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves
and in holes in the ground.

¥These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received
what had been promised, *°since God had planned something better for us
so that only together with us would they be made perfect.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon Hebrews 11:32-38

Offering

The members of Pedce have joined together in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) to
do the Lord’s work of sharing the message of Jesus. Visitors need not feel obligated. You
are our guests!

Kindly fill out one of our Connection Cards. You may place it in the offering plate or hand
it to an usher.
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Prayer of the Church

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

That great cloud of witnesses whose living trust in you, recorded in your
Word, becomes an example for us to imitate and follow.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us your blessing.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

The reformers and confessors who faced the terror of church and empire
but stood firm in your truth because they were moved by grace,
empowered by faith, and guided by Scripture.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their courage.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

Your faithful followers of every age—among them our parents and
grandparents and our mentors and models—whom your Spirit called,
gathered, enlightened, and sanctified to be your holy Church and by whose
faithful words and deeds the gospel of your grace arrived also to us.
Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their resolve.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

Those we have known who endured uncommon handicaps, chronic
illnesses, and severe hardships yet followed you in simple faith and lived
their lives with patience and persistence.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their joy.

With grateful hearts, Lord,

We remember before you this day...

Our own loved ones whose memories still burn within our hearts, whom
you have called in your good time from their labors in life to that life which
knows no end.

Inspire us as we remember them and grant us their reward.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

11



Silent prayer

Empower us, Lord, to carry on the work you gave to your people of the
past, trusting your Son, holding to your Word, confessing your truth,
loving the lost, reaching out with your love, until you call us, too, by your
great grace in Jesus Christ, to join them where memories are swallowed up
in everlasting joy.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament

We believe what God’s Word says. God’s Word clearly teaches that along with the bread and
wine we receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26,28; Mk.
14:22,24; Lk. 22:19-22). God’s Word also tells us that those who take Communion together are
to:

1. Recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are miraculously present in the Sacrament

(1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29),

2. Examine their hearts (1 Cor. 11:28), and

3. Be united in faith with the congregation with which they commune (1 Cor. 10:17).

Therefore we ask that those who have not had the opportunity to understand our Scriptural
confession would speak with the pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning.
If you would like to come forward to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms as the pastor
approaches. It is our sincere desire to share in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper with you
according to the pattern Jesus himself has given in his Word.
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Introduction to the Lord's Supper These opening

The Lord be. with you. ‘t’)veoéi; x;rl;fthe
And also with you. the Sacrament
Lift up your hearts. and are among
We lift them up to the Lord. the oldest

words in the
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. liturgy.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away
the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting
life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name.

Holy! Holy! Holy!

Tune: ELLACOMBE
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John the
Baptist
declared Jesus
to be God’s
Lamb, who
was offered as
a sacrifice for
sin once for
all.

Psalm 136:1

1Cor. 11:26

Words of Institution

The pastor speaks the words of institution according to 1 Corinthians 11. Afterward, the
congregation will sing the song below.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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nev - er cease— have mer-cy, Lord, and grant us peace.
Text: Michael D. Schultz
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer ... Melodien, 1742
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944
Tune: Public domain
Distribution

After the song, please be seated. Communicants will come forward at the usher’s
direction.

Thanksgiving

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving
gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Blessing

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever!

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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Hymn Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near sts. 1-2, Ref, 3—-4
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Text (sts. 1-4): John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.; (Ref): Constance Dever, b. 1960
Tune: Constance Dever, b. 1960
Text and tune: © 2018 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944
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Announcements

Foundations of Faith

Foundations is for everyone: people interested in becoming members,
those looking to build their faith, or the curious observer who wants to
study the Bible without feeling obligated to join a church. This study is
Bible-based and discussion-centered. Classes can be arranged to fit
personal schedules

To get plugged in or to request more information, contact Pastor Welch
(pastor@peacehoughton.org). Childcare is available upon request.

Online Offering Option
If you would like to give an online offering today, please scan the QR code.
All online donations are safe and go directly to Peace.

Sermon Discussion Guide

On the table by the entryway, you will find a stack of sermon discussion
guides. These are intended for you and your family to take home as weekly
devotional materials, allowing you to meditate on the sermon throughout
the week. Take one with you as you exit today.

Upcoming Events

The semester events are found below. For some of these, signing up is
required since space is limited. To sign up, find the event on the Peace
Lutheran Houghton app, or the website. The QR code will bring you to the
event page on the website.

Saturday, Nov 8: Laser tag - sign up required
Wednesday, Nov 19: Thanksgiving dinner
Saturday, Dec 6: Christmas canvassing and dinner
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Date

November
2

November
9

November16
November 23

November 30

Sunday Volunteer Schedule

Usher Counter Computer Piano
Steve Cody Nate Zack
Cesar Scott  Zack X
Steve Craig  Nate Zack
Cody Steve  Zack X
DaveVlahos Cody  Zack X

Council Meeting after Worship
After worship today, the Council will meet for 30-45 minutes in the
Children’s Ministry room.

Thank you!

Snacks Children's Ministry

Lesley/Janet Liesel

Amy Hughes

Mary Ann Liesel
Gabriela Ivy
Kristie

From my family to yours, thank you all so much for the kindness and
generosity you showed to us for Pastor Appreciation Month. Your cards
and gifts were a very heartwarming gesture. We love being a part of this
church and thank God for all of you!

- Pastor Welch, Grace, and family
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