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Theme: Persecution predicted; works of the Comforter
John 16:1-15
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


In this portion of Jesus’ final discourse to His disciples before His crucifixion, He warned they would encounter hatred and persecution in the world and described the work of the Holy Spirit.
In verse 1, Jesus gave the reason for His forewarning regarding persecution: so that His disciples would not be “offended” by it. The word offended in this passage means “to entrap, cause to stumble, or entice to sin.” 

In verses 2-4, Jesus stated that animosity against them would be so strong they would be excommunicated from the synagogue. For devout Jews, this was a dreaded punishment. It meant being cut off from all social and religious affairs in the community, loss of employment, and at times, even rejection by their families. This penalty, imposed by the elders and rabbis, could last from a day to a lifetime, though an individual who recanted his position could be restored. 

Jesus indicated that threats against their lives would also occur. The word translated service in verse 2 is latreia, which referred to religious service such as duties performed by a priest in the Temple. “When the time shall come…” in verse 4 was a reference to the time of persecution that was ahead for the disciples. While Jesus was with them, attacks were directed at Him, but after His crucifixion, those who hated Jesus would turn on the disciples.

In verses 5-7, Jesus acknowledged the disciples’ sorrow over His coming departure. However, He went on to explain the benefit that would be theirs after He left: He would send the Comforter (the Holy Spirit). The word “expedient” indicates that the Spirit would be of more advantage to them than the bodily presence of Jesus himself. While Jesus lived in the world, He could minister only in one place and to one group of people at a time, but the Spirit would have no such limitations.

Jesus outlined the ministry of the Holy Spirit to the world (unregenerate mankind) in verses 8-11. He stated the that Comforter would reprove the world of sin—a word meaning “to admonish, convict, or rebuke.” The implication is that the Holy Spirit would serve as a prosecutor who secures a guilty verdict by convicting the world “of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” The conviction of sin was based on the world’s unbelief in Jesus and rejection of Him (verse 9). The conviction of righteousness was because Jesus’ resurrection and ascension proved that the supposed righteousness of the world was not righteousness at all (verse 10). Finally, the conviction of judgment came about when the power of Satan and his belief system was destroyed by the cross (verse 11). 

In verses 12-15, Jesus described the work of the Holy Spirit. He knew His time with the disciples would soon end, but He encouraged them by stating that the Holy Spirit would guide them into “all truth”—specifically, the truth about Jesus and the significance of what He said and did. The Spirit would also instruct them about “things to come.” The Holy Spirit’s ministry would reveal Jesus to man and glorify Him.
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III. The revelation of the Son of God to the disciples

C. The revelation of the ministry of the Spirit (16:1-15)

1. The Spirit’s relationship to Christ (16:1-7)

2. The Spirit’s relationship to the world (16:8-11)

3. The Spirit’s relationship to the disciples (16:12-15)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…


