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Theme: Washing disciples' feet
John 13:1-17
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


The latter half of John’s Gospel begins with the words of today’s text. Jesus’ public ministry, during which He was revealed as the divine Son of God through His teaching and miracles, had drawn to a close. There is no record of Jesus doing any further miracles or giving any further public discourses. The focus from this point on is on Jesus’ suffering, and all the events takes place within one week: the week of Jesus’ death. 

In chapters 13-17, John emphasized Jesus’ final communications with His followers. Theologian and author Alexander Maclaren wrote of this remarkable section, “Nowhere else is His speech at once so simple and so deep. Nowhere else have we the heart of God so unveiled to us… The immortal words which Christ spoke in that upper chamber are His highest self-revelation in speech, even as the Cross to which they led up is His most perfect self-revelation in act.”1
Today’s text describes Jesus and His disciples at their last meeting before His arrest. During their meal together, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, indicating by example the attitude of loving service His followers should show to one another.

Verse 1 established that Jesus “knew that his hour had come…” His soon-coming death was the time to which His whole earthly life had pointed. With that awareness, His final words with His closest followers were deeply significant. The phrase “having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end” was not a reference to His coming death, but an indicator that He loved His followers to the uttermost limit. The words translated unto the end mean “completely, fully” and thus reveal the depth and degree to which Christ loved His own.

Prior to this time, John had simply recorded that it was the Jewish religious leaders who opposed Jesus. In verse 2, he indicated that the devil had planted the thought of betrayal into the heart of Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples, and that Jesus was aware of this. 

In verses 4-11, John described Jesus’ washing of His disciples’ feet. It was customary for the lowest slave of the household to wash the feet of guests when they came into the house, but that expected act had not happened. The Gospel of Luke indicates that the disciples had been arguing between themselves about who was the greatest among them (see Luke 22:24-27), so Jesus’ performance of this menial task were a vivid demonstration of the true humility and the loving servant heart that His followers were to have. 

When Jesus wrapped a towel around himself and began washing His disciples’ feet and drying them with the towel that girded Him, Peter was shocked. He emphatically remonstrated with the Lord, saying, “Thou shalt never wash my feet.” Jesus’ answer revealed the importance He placed upon this ordinance: “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” This pointed out a great truth: that the one who does not accept the humble service and sacrifice of Jesus to cleanse completely will have “no part” with Him.

In verses 12-17, Jesus asked His disciples if they understood the meaning of what He had done. If their Master and Lord demonstrated love and self-sacrificing service to the point of washing their feet, then the disciples should be willing to show the same to each other. In a manner reminiscent of the beatitudes, Jesus indicated that they would be blessed if they knew and did these things.
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III. The revelation of the Son of God to the disciples

A. The revelation of Christ’s glorification

1. The setting

a. The washing of the disciples’ feet (13:1-17)
(1) The illustration of humility (13:1-5)

(2) The instruction to Peter (13:6-11)

(3) The insistence concerning humility (13:12-17)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…
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