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Theme: Jesus predicts His death
John 12:20-36
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


After Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, this portion of chapter 12 records the desire of “certain Greeks” to see Jesus. Following their request, Jesus explained why His death was necessary, and a voice from Heaven indicated that the Father had been glorified in the past by the works of Jesus and would also be glorified in the future. In Jesus’ subsequent comments, He again alluded to Himself as the Light and urged His hearers to take advantage of the Light while He was still present with them.

John does not give the background of the “certain Greeks” who came to the feast and approached Philip asking to see Jesus (verses 20-22). They may merely have been curious travelers who had heard about Jesus and His miracles, or they may have been converts to the Jewish faith. Whatever the case, their request to “see” Jesus was more than a wish to view Him; they were interested in speaking with Him personally. Philip told Andrew about the Greeks’ petition, and the two of them went together to Jesus with the request.

Verses 23-28 record Jesus’ initial response. His first words seemingly were directed to the two disciples, though the Greeks and even others in the vicinity may have overheard. Whoever the audience, it appears that the interest of the Greeks led to Jesus’ discourse about why He would die and the universal salvation His death would bring. 

Twice before, Jesus had indicated that His time had not yet come (see John 2:4 and 7:6). At this point, He acknowledged that “the hour is come, that the Son of Man should be glorified.” He went on to use the illustration of a seed that must be sown and “die” before it will bring forth a harvest as a way of explaining why His coming death and burial were necessary (verse 24). He also indicated that the principle of willingness to surrender one’s life did not apply to Himself alone, but to all who believed in Him.

In verse 27, Jesus spoke of His own struggle with the coming agony of the cross. However, even as He expressed a desire for deliverance from His coming death, He acknowledged His purpose for coming into the world—to bring redemption to mankind—and asked the Father to glorify His name. In response, a voice from Heaven confirmed that the Father had already been glorified by Jesus’ works, and that His coming death, burial, and resurrection would bring further glory to the Father.

Verses 29-36 describe the response of the people to the voice. This was the third time that audible, divine testimony was given to Jesus’ status as the Son of God; the voice of God was also heard at His baptism and transfiguration. Some of those present on this occasion thought the voice of God sounded like thunder, while others said it sounded like some kind of angelic speech. 

Jesus explained that the voice came for their sakes, not His (verse 30). His assertion in verse 31, that “now shall the prince of this world be cast out,” was a proclamation that Satan would be overcome by His death. The verb phrase “lifted up” in verse 32 has a double meaning. It can refer to a literal elevation (as in being raised up on a cross), but it also can convey a sense of exaltation (being raised in rank or honor). 
The people questioned what Jesus meant, but He did not answer them directly. Instead, He urged them to follow the Light they had already received while they still had the opportunity to do so, because the illumination from His earthly ministry was about to go out. Following that statement, Jesus departed.
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